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PRIVATE LANDOWNERS SUPPORT  
CRITICAL HABITAT AND THE ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT 

 
MYTH: Designating critical habitat alienates private landowners. 
 
FACT:  Private landowners throughout the habitat of the Hine’s emerald dragonfly 
support the designation of critical habitat: 
 

“Our family is committed to protecting habitat for endangered species on our 
northern Michigan property as well as adjoining shoreline areas and public land,” said 
Bob Preston, a private landowner near Misery Bay, Alpena County, Michigan. “We want 
the Fish and Wildlife Service to designate critical habitat so we can help ensure that the 
Hine’s emerald dragonfly and other sensitive species can recover.” 

 
“We are interested in having our wetlands designated critical habitat for the 

Hine’s emerald dragonfly,” said Carol and Paul Sills of Bailey’s Harbor, Wisconsin. 
“We’ve admired the swarming activity of the dragonfly near our land in Liberty Grove.” 
 

“As a landowner, the Michigan Nature Association wants its land to be designated 
as critical habitat,” said Jeremy Emmi, Executive Director of Michigan Nature 
Association in Williamston, Michigan. “MNA has worked for years to acquire such 
habitat, and FWS should obey its mandate to protect this habitat.” 

  
“My brother and I each own property near Mud Lake, Wisconsin, just a short 

distance from occupied Hine’s emerald dragonfly habitat. We look forward to the day 
that the FWS designates critical habitat for the Hine’s, and we welcome designation of 
our lands to help the dragonfly to prosper,” said Nick Wilson, private landowner in Door 
County, Wisconsin. “We know Hine’s emerald dragonflies and the landscapes they call 
home are of great benefit to the people of Door County and America, and we will do 
everything in our power as private property owners to insure that endangered species 
survive on our lands.” 

 


