
 

Barton Springs/Edwards Aquifer Conservation District starts 
mandatory conservation 

The restrictions on water use affects all Buda residents and some in Kyle. 
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SAN MARCOS — The Barton Springs/Edwards Aquifer Conservation District will require its water 
users, including Buda and Kyle, to reduce usage by 20 percent starting Monday because of 
extreme drought conditions.  

The restriction affects cities, water districts and companies that draw from the Barton Springs 
segment of the Edwards Aquifer, which stretches from central Travis County to central Hays 
County.  

The district declared the alarm stage drought when the flow rate from the Barton Springs segment 
dropped below 38 cubic feet per second for at least 10 consecutive days. The flow rate Tuesday 
was 32 cubic feet per second, district General Manager Kirk Holland said.  

Wells are not in danger of going dry, Holland said. But if the drought continues into summer, 
when usage rises, that could change, and habitat for the Barton Springs salamander could be 
threatened.  

"It's a significant concern," Holland said. "The drought conditions, we think, are going to continue, 
if not get worse, because we just don't see significant enough rains on the horizon."  

Since October, when it issued a drought alert, the district has asked users to voluntarily cut usage 
by 10 percent.  

In the past few years, Kyle started drawing water from the Guadalupe-Blanco River Authority and 
other surface water sources and now gets about 25 percent of its water from the Barton Springs 
segment of the aquifer. Kyle City Manager Tom Mattis said water from other sources would be 
diverted to the roughly 1,300 homes whose water comes from the aquifer.  

"The responsible thing for all of us to do as a community is try to conserve," Mattis said. But "the 
diversification of the supply put us in a position where this won't hurt us real bad."  

Buda expects to tap into the Guadalupe-Blanco River Authority's water in March.  

For now, Buda draws its water from the affected part of the aquifer, said Mayor John Trube.  



He said the city will mail letters to residents asking them to conserve water, and a code 
enforcement officer will be looking for anyone violating the city's conservation plan.  

"When you rely a hundred percent on that source, people are just going to have to be more 
conscious of their usage," Trube said.  

The conservation requirement will also affect residents near the Onion Creek Club in Austin, 
Holland said, along with water users from the Creedmoor-Maha Water Supply Corp. and Goforth 
Water Supply Corp.  


