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BOARD TO OPPOSE OPENING FOREST TO DRILLING

VENTURA - The Board of Supervisors will send a letter to the Bush administration to oppose federal plans to open the Los Padres
National Forest to oil exploration.

Ventura County supervisors also are objecting to federal legislation that diminished state oversight of offshore energy facilities.

The board's vote Tuesday to oppose oil drilling in the forest comes a week after California Attorney General Bill Lockyer and three
environmental groups appealed the U.S. Forest Service decision. 

Supervisor Steve Bennett, who proposed the motion, was joined by Supervisors John Flynn, Kathy Long and Linda Parks in approving it.
Supervisor Judy Mikels dissented, saying they were federal decisions.

The board said it wasn't taking a position on the liquefied natural gas terminal proposed off Oxnard, but wanted to preserve the state's
authority to weigh in on such projects in coastal waters.

Defenders of Wildlife, Los Padres ForestWatch of Santa Barbara and the Tucson, Ariz.-based Center for Biological Diversity filed the
appeal. They say forest officials relied on outdated reports to assess the potential harm to the environment from more oil development. The
three conservation groups said forest drilling would threaten pristine creeks, spoil scenic vistas and harm wildlife.

``The agency's plan requires a vast network of roads, pipelines and transmission wires that will cut through the heart of some of the most
sensitive areas of the forest, including key habitat for the critically endangered California condor,'' Defenders of Wildlife spokeswoman Kim
Delfino said.

The Forest Service announcement in July by Los Padres supervisor Gloria Brown said an additional 52,000 acres of the forest would be
open to oil and gas development. New surface drilling, power lines and roads would be limited to 4,000 acres, and the remaining 48,000 acres
would be open for underground slant drilling.

There are now about 4,900 acres leased for oil and gas development. The new areas open to oil and gas leasing are primarily in the Sierra
Madre foothills south of Cuyama, where the Sisquoc Condor Sanctuary was once used as a site for releasing the birds back into the wild.

Slant drilling already is allowed beneath portions of the Santa Clara River Valley's Sespe Creek and Piru Creek.


