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REP. CAPPS ANNOUNCES BILL BANNING NEW OIL DRILLING IN LOS PADRES NATIONAL FOREST

The office of Rep. Lois Capps, D-Calif., issued the following press release:

Rep. Lois Capps announced the introduction of her bill, The Los Padres National Forest Conservation Act, to permanently ban new oil and
gas development in the forest. It would withdraw the Los Padres National Forest from all forms of future oil and gas development, including
issuing Federal permits or leases, and exploration or drilling.

"The Bush Administration has every intention of endangering our spectacular forest by opening up additional lands in Los Padres to new
oil and gas exploration," said Capps at a press conference with local environmental and business leaders. "We are truly blessed to live among
one of the most pristine and wild natural treasures in the nation. We must live up to our responsibility to preserve and protect the forest for
generations to come. This bill will protect Los Padres National Forest and eliminate the risk of environmental and economic ruin that could
result from more drilling." 

The Bush Administration and the U.S. Forest Service have targeted an estimated 760,000 acres of the Los Padres National Forest for oil
and gas exploration. While all the forest service lands outside of protected wilderness areas are at risk, 140,000 acres are considered
"high-priority areas". Currently, 14,000 acres of forestland in Los Padres are open to oil and gas development.

These high-priority areas are likely to be the first threatened if new oil and gas leases are permitted. These areas included potential
wilderness areas, well known for horseback riding, fishing, backpacking, and hiking, unexplored and irreplaceable Native American
archeological sites, and wild and roadless forestlands that provide vital habitat for many threatened and endangered species, including the
California condor.

Capps joined the other speakers in pointing out the significant impact more drilling could have on a range of key issues important to the
Central Coast. "The people of the Central Coast consider their environmental resources as long-term investments in preserving their quality of
life. Make no mistake; new drilling in the Los Padres National Forest could devastate our beautiful landscape and our economic vitality. In a
region that thrives on tourism, we simply cannot risk a potential oil disaster that would drive away our visitors. Additional drilling would
destroy two-thirds of oak woodlands in the forest and damage fragile habitat for the California condor and other precious endangered and
threatened species."

Capps advocated for federal energy policy that does more to truly meet the energy needs of our nation, without resorting to risky drilling
in our wildlife sites like Los Padres National Forest. "We would be better off promoting conservation and alternative fuels that would reduce
our dependence on oil from places like Los Padres."

Capps has written to the Administration twice during its decision-making process, advocating that it not allow new oil and gas exploration
in Los Padres National Forest. The Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) is expected from the U.S. Forest Service sometime this year.

Capps introduced the Los Padres National Forest Conservation Act on February 11, 2004 with U.S. Rep. Sam Farr (D-Salinas). Senator
Boxer and Senator Feinstein introduced companion legislation in the Senate.


