
BEWARE THE MISNAMED “Healthy Forests Restoration Act of 2003”

FACT SHEET  
Please print and distribute widely! 

The Healthy Forests Initiative (HFI) is Bush’s attempt to increase logging and decrease public participation in decisions that 
affect our National Forests. The initiative is based on the false assumption that landscape-wide logging will decrease forest 
fires. According to the Forest Service's best scientists, this can actually increase the fire risk, and make fires larger and more
intense. The disconnect between what the Bush administration says, and what science says about logging and fire, reveals the 
administration’s true goal: to throw up a smokescreen around forest and fire issues in an attempt to cut the public out of the 
public lands management decision making process, and to give logging companies virtually unchecked access to our National 
Forests.

The so-called "Healthy Forests Restoration Act of 2003” (HR 1904) will:

Ignore Protection for Rural Communities. Instead, the bill seeks to further subsidize the timber industry and 
eliminate obstacles to logging large, fire-resistant trees miles away from the nearest home. 

Cut the Heart out of NEPA. HR 1904 seeks to eliminate the most important part of the National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA) – it allows the Forest Service and BLM to settle on a forest prescription without considering 
alternatives, or weighing environmental effects. 

Repeal the Appeals Reform Act. HR 1904 abolishes citizens' statutory right to appeal Forest Service hazardous fuels 
projects provided by the Appeals Reform Act of 1992.  

Interfere with the Independent Judiciary. H.R. 1904 seeks to restrict a core principle of our democracy -- the right 
of Americans to seek redress in the courts for grievances involving the federal government. 

This astounding change in American legal standards would require courts to give "weight" to agency findings 
regarding the balance of harms in deciding whether to enter a temporary restraining order, preliminary injunction, 
or a permanent injunction in any court challenge where the agency claims the action is necessary to reduce 
"hazardous fuels."

Create New Insect Categorical Exclusions. HR 1904 creates a new Categorical Exclusion (CE) from the National 
Environmental Policy Act on all Department of Interior and Forest Service lands by authorizing 1,000-acre 
projects without requiring any environmental analysis or review.  

Use 'Goods for services' as the Funding Mechanism: Allows the Forest Service and BLM to give away trees to 
logging companies as payment for any management activity, including logging on public lands, creating a 
powerful new incentive to log large fire-resistant trees, old growth, and other commercially valuable forests. 

Tell your Senators and Governor to oppose HR 1904, and urge them to support legislation that:
Provides necessary funding to assist at-risk communities with work on federal as well as state, tribal, and 
non-industrial private lands in their Community Protection Zones.   
Allows the public to comment and participate in projects conducted on federal lands.
Protects roadless areas, old growth, and threatened and endangered species habitat, and prohibits road 
construction on these ecologically valuable lands.
Upholds environmental laws and allows for fair judicial review.
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