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November 10, 2022 
 
FWC Commissioners 
620 South Meridian Street 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399  
Sonya.rood@MYFWC.com 
Albert.maury@MYFWC.com 
Rodney.barreto@MYFWC.com 
Steven.hudson@MYFWC.com 
Robert.spottswood@MYFWC.com 
Gary.lester@MYFWC.com 
Gary.nicklaus@MYFWC.com 
 
Re:  Support for Continued Prohibition of Captive Breeding of Diamondback 

Terrapins 

FWC Commissioners, 

We the undersigned are turtle biologists, and several of us specifically work on 
diamondback terrapin biology and conservation. We wish to go on record as fully 
supporting Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) staff’s 
recommendation to maintain current regulations that prohibit captive breeding of 
diamondback terrapins. Based on our collective knowledge, it is our opinion that 
commercial captive breeding is not a viable conservation solution for Florida’s 
diamondback terrapins; rather, it presents additional serious risks that would be 
detrimental to the species and its remarkable diversity in Florida. 

Commercial captive breeding in Florida is unlikely to reduce the market demand that 
drives illegal terrapin trafficking and therefore will provide minimal if any conservation 
benefit. Terrapins are already commercially bred in large numbers in other states, and 
there is no evidence to suggest that additional operations in Florida would fulfill market 
demand. However, there is evidence suggesting commercial terrapin breeding in 
Florida would increase demand for wild diamondback terrapins and increase the risk of 
trafficking by offering cover for illegal operations to pass off illegally taken wild terrapins 
as ones that were captively bred (terrapin “laundering”). Commercially breeding the 
seven subspecies of terrapin (five of which occur in Florida) also risks negatively 
affecting terrapin genetics by mixing different wild stocks.  

The source of founder stock to set up these farms is also an issue since it would result 
in removal of reproductive adults from already depleted populations. The need to 
monitor such a collection of stock and related activities would also be an additional 
demand on law enforcement. Limited FWC resources are better spent on addressing 
existing conservation threats.  

Commercial captive breeding has no conservation value for potential reintroduction 
because this strategy is not needed at this time. Moreover, reintroducing captive-bred 
terrapins runs the risk of introducing diseases to wild populations. Further, reintroducing 
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captive-bred terrapins requires significant funding and long-term commitment from 
multiple agencies and scientific experts: key resources that have not been secured at 
this time and would be prohibitively difficult to secure. 

Long ago (1992), the sea turtle conservation community identified the release of captive 
raised individuals into environments in which known threats had not been resolved as a 
“half-way technology.”  That is, a solution that sounds good as first, but is not going to 
reduce the likelihood of further loss of threatened populations. 

The effective route to conserving Florida’s diamondback terrapins is protecting wild 
individuals in their natural habitat and mitigating documented significant threats like crab 
pot mortality and habitat loss. Accordingly, we urge you to maintain current regulations 
regarding for-profit turtle breeding and continue to focus your attention and resources to 
demonstrated and needed conservation solutions. 

Sincerely, 

Matthew J. Aresco, Ph.D. 
Director, Nokuse Plantation 

Benjamin K. Atkinson, Ph.D. 
Assistant Professor, Flagler College 

Russell Burke, Ph.D. 
Professor, Hofstra University 

Joseph A. Butler, Ph.D 
Professor Emeritus in Biology, University of North Florida 

Randy Chambers, Ph.D. 
Director, W.M. Keck Environmental Lab, William & Mary 

Sean Doody, Ph.D. 
Assistant Professor, University of South Florida 

George L. Heinrich 
Executive Director, Florida Turtle Conservation Trust 

Dr. John C. Maerz 
Carey Distinguished Professor of Natural Resources & 
Josiah Meigs Distinguished Teaching Professor 
Warnell School of Forestry and Natural Resources 
University of Georgia 

 
Anne Meylan, Ph.D. 

Peter A. Meylan, Ph.D. 
R.R. Hallin Professor of Natural Sciences, Emeritus, Eckerd College 
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Anders G.J. Rhodin, M.D. 
Chair, Turtle Conservancy 
Director, Chelonian Research Foundation 

Willem M. Roosenburg, Ph.D. 
Director, Center for Ecology and Evolutionary Studies 
Department of Biological Sciences, Ohio University 

Richard A. Seigel, Ph.D. 
Professor Emeritus, Towson University 

Craig Stanford, PhD 
Chair, IUCN SSC Tortoise and Freshwater Turtle Specialist Group  
Professor of Biological Sciences, University of Southern California 

Peter Paul van Dijk, Ph.D. 
Senior Director, Re:wild (formerly Global Wildlife Conservation) 


