
 
 
 
         February 5, 2020 
  
 
Eric Sutton 
Executive Director 
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission 
620 South Meridian Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1600 
Eric.Sutton@MyFWC.com 
 
Thomas Eason, Ph.D. 
Assistant Executive Director 
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission 
620 South Meridian Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1600 
Thomas.Eason@MyFWC.com 
 
 
Dear Mr. Sutton and Dr. Eason,  
 
Crab pot mortality (drowning in blue crab pots) is one of the greatest threats to diamondback 
terrapin turtles, yet the State of Florida has no protections in place to protect terrapins from 
the harmful effects of the blue crab fishery. Recognizing the significant effect crab pot mortality 
can have on wild terrapin populations, several states have adopted or are currently considering 
regulatory measures to curb the harmful effects from crab pot fisheries—namely, a 
requirement that blue crab pots have bycatch reduction devices (also called terrapin excluder 
devices) on every entrance funnel. With the largest expanse of coast of any state in the 
diamondback terrapin’s range, it is critical that Florida adopt measures to protect its wild 
populations. 
 
Turtles and tortoises are among the world’s most endangered vertebrates, with more than half 
of all 360 species threatened with extinction, as determined by the IUCN Red List and the IUCN 
SSC Tortoise and Freshwater Turtle Specialist Group. Turtles and tortoises are at high risk of 
extinction because of their combination of life history traits: long lifespan, delayed reproductive 
maturity and high adult survival rates (when they are not exploited by people). These life 
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history traits served turtles well during their evolution but render their populations unable to 
respond adequately to high levels of offtake. And it is these same life history traits that make 
diamondback terrapin populations vulnerable to crab pot mortality. Extensive scientific study 
shows that a fleet of active blue crab pots is capable of removing enough individual terrapins 
from a population to cause its decline or extirpation, while just one or two lost or abandoned 
crap pots can kill large numbers over a crabbing season. One study found that even a low 
removal rate (15%) could reduce a population by almost half after 15 years. Moderate (30%) 
and intense (75%) removal rates produced 77% and 92% population reductions, respectively, 
over that same time. 
 
Bycatch reduction devices are currently considered the best and most feasible solution to 
reducing terrapin mortality in blue crab pots. The devices have been well-studied in several 
states in the terrapin’s range and have demonstrated effectiveness at reducing terrapin 
entrapment while having minimal to no effect on crab catch. For instance, a study from Florida 
documented a 73.2% reduction in terrapin mortality with no significant effect on sex, size, or 
number of blue crabs captured. These devices are an inexpensive solution to the problem of 
crab pot mortality. 
 
The IUCN SSC Tortoise and Freshwater Turtle Specialist Group (TFTSG) is the main global 
intergovernmental organization that monitors and assesses the threats facing freshwater 
turtles and tortoises worldwide. The TFTSG works in close cooperation with the United States 
Federal and several State Governments, international conventions such as CITES, and a range of 
US-based and international NGOs focused on tortoise and freshwater turtle conservation, such 
as the Turtle Survival Alliance, Turtle Conservancy, Chelonian Research Foundation, Turtle 
Conservation Fund, Wildlife Conservation Society, Global Wildlife Conservation, and others, to 
respond and work towards minimizing or reversing such threats. 
 
We, the Executive Committee of the TFTSG, including leaders of several turtle-focused NGOs, 
urgently request that the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission adopt regulations 
requiring bycatch reduction devices—or a bycatch reduction method with similar efficacy—in 
all commercial and recreational blue crab pots to protect diamondback terrapins from crab pot 
mortality in state waters. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
Craig Stanford 
Chair, IUCN SSC Tortoise and Freshwater Turtle Specialist Group 
stanford@usc.edu 
 


