
In October 2013, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service proposed 
to protect the northern long-eared bat under the Endangered 
Species Act (ESA). The final rule is due in October 2014. 
An introduced fungal disease known as white-nose syndrome 

(WNS) is the most significant threat to the northern long-eared 
bat. Since 2006 when WNS was first documented in New York, 
at least seven million bats from seven affected species have 
died, and the disease has spread to 25 states and five Canadian 
provinces. The northern long-eared bat has declined by 99% in 
the Northeast, and is projected to decline at a similar rate in the 
rest of its range as the disease spreads. Unless an adequate disease 
treatment is found and surviving bat populations are conserved, 
it’s likely several bat species will eventually become extinct in the 
United States

Nationwide, bats are at risk from a host of threats, not only 
WNS. These include pesticides and other environmental toxins, 
wind energy operations lacking wildlife protection measures, 
logging and fragmentation of forest habitat, and human 
disturbance in caves where bats hibernate and roost. It is vital that 
the northern long-eared bat be protected from all these threats, 
because additional losses to the much diminished post-WNS 
population could push the species over the edge. The ESA is the 
best tool we have for ensuring the species’ survival.

Conserving bats is good for the United States

Active primarily at night and using “bio-sonar” to hunt moths, 
beetles, and other insects, bats provide many benefits to people. 
Scientists have estimated that by eating agricultural pests such as 
corn earworms and coddling moths, bats save U.S. farmers $22.9 
billion per year. The timber industry also benefits from the free 
pest control services of bats that eat spruce budworms, gypsy 
moths, and other forest pests.

What does listing mean?

•	 Protecting the northern long-eared bat under the ESA would 
provide tools to ensure the species’ conservation in the 
United States.

•	 People would be prohibited from purposefully killing or 
injuring northern long-eared bats.

•	 With public input, the Fish and Wildlife Service would 
develop a plan to recover the species.

•	 Land use activities will still be able to proceed if they do not 
jeopardize the continued existence of the bat.

•	 Federal agencies would have to minimize the impacts to the 
northern long-eared bat of government-approved or funded 
activities.
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How will listing affect local communities?

•	 ESA programs complement existing habitat management 
and, through the recovery planning process, provide funding 
to coordinate and implement bat conservation actions. This 
will benefit other declining species of bats.

•	 Listing typically attracts new research funding for a species, 
and will increase opportunities to address WNS and reverse 
the northern long-eared bat’s enormous decline.

•	 Federal resources would be available to help states and local 
communities do on-the-ground bat conservation work that is 
currently funded from state budgets.

For more information visit: http://www.fws.gov/midwest/
endangered/mammals/nlba/
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Range	  of	  the	  Northern	  Long-Eared	  Bat	  and	  the	  Extent	  of	  White-Nose	  Syndrome	  
	  
As	  of	  September	  2014,	  white-‐nose	  syndrome	  is	  in	  25	  states	  and	  five	  Canadian	  
provinces,	  and	  the	  pathogenic	  fungus	  (Pseudogymnoascus	  destructans)	  that	  causes	  
the	  disease	  is	  confirmed	  in	  Iowa,	  Minnesota,	  and	  Mississippi.	  	  
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