
Whereas: The Taylor's checkerspot is a prairie species of butterfly once found throughout grasslands in 

the Willamette Valley, Puget Sound, and south Vancouver Island. 

 

Whereas: Today, the Taylor's checkerspot is extirpated from British Columbia and all but one locale in 

the Willamette Valley. In Oregon, the checkerspot is found at only two sites. 

 

Whereas: Taylor's checkerspot is the darkest subspecies of the Edith checkerspot. It is a medium-sized, 

colorfully-checkered butterfly with a wing span of 5.7 centimeters (2.25 inches). It is one of the 

smallest of the Edith checkerspots, and it has short and stubby wings. 

 

Whereas: Habitat requirements for the Taylor's checkerspot consist of open grasslands and grass/oak 

woodland sites where food plants for larvae and nectar sources for adults are available. Within the 

entire range of the Taylor’s checkerspot, prairie habitat was historically maintained, in part, through 

periodic burning by Native Americans. 

 

Whereas: The major limiting factors affecting this species are related primarily to the significant loss of 

suitable habitat that is largely due to agricultural and urban development, encroachment of trees, and 

spread of invasive plants which threaten the native grasslands in which the species is found. 

 

Whereas: Most of the remaining checkerspot habitat sites are a considerable distance from one another, 

likely well beyond dispersal distance. Natural re-colonization is unlikely as populations disappear. 

 

Whereas: Northwest grasslands were formerly more common, larger and interconnected - conditions 

that likely would have supported a greater distribution and abundance of Taylor's checkerspot. Before 

its decline, the checkerspot was documented at more than 70 sites in British Columbia, Washington, 

and Oregon. 

 

Whereas: The Oregon Zoo began its recovery efforts with the Taylor’s checkerspot in 2003. Zoo staff 

work to save these beautiful pollinators from extinction with partners from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Service, Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife, Xerces Society, Sustainability in Prisons Project, 

the Nature Conservancy, Woodland Park Zoo, Washington Department of Corrections, Larch 

Correction Center, Department of Defense and several local universities. 

 

Whereas:  In addition to existing habitat restoration efforts, in 2004, WDFW partnered with the Oregon 

Zoo to begin a rearing and breeding program to supplement wild populations. The Mission Creek 

Correctional Center in Washington also contributes to this butterfly rearing effort. Other partners 

include the Department of Defense on whose land the butterflies are released and U.S. Fish and 

Wildlife Service. 

 

Be it resolved that: The Mayor and Council of Cottage Grove are concerned that the Taylor's 

Checkerspot continue to benefit from conservation efforts, including habitat restoration and public 

education about the value of biodiversity, including at the southernmost reach of their historic range in 

Cottage Grove and the surrounding area. The Mayor and Council urge all vested parties including the 

state and federal Departments of Fish and Wildlife to continue their efforts to maintain populations of 

the Checkerspot, so that future generations may enjoy their beauty as members of the Willamette Valley 

community. 


