
 

 

 
Sent Certified Return Receipt Mail 

 
June 18, 2020 
 
David Bernhardt, Secretary of the Interior  
U.S. Department of the Interior  
1849 C Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20240 
exsec@ios.doi.gov  
 

Aurelia Skipwith, Director 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
1849 C Street, N.W.  
Washington, DC 20240 
aurelia_skipwith@fws.gov  

 
RE: Sixty-day notice of violation of section 4(b)(6)(A)(i) of the Endangered Species Act, 
relating to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s failure to publish a listing determination for 
the Panama City crayfish (Procambarus econfinae) 
 
Dear Secretary Bernhardt and Director Skipwith, 
 
This letter serves as a sixty-day notice from the Center for Biological Diversity (Center) of its 
intent to sue the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) pursuant to the Endangered Species Act 
(ESA) for its failure to publish a final listing determination for the Panama City crayfish 
(Procambarus econfinae). 16 U.S.C. § 4(b)(6)(A)(i). The Center is providing this letter to you 
pursuant to the 60-day notice requirement of the citizen suit provision of the ESA. 16 U.S.C. § 
1540(g)(2)(C). 
 
The Center filed a petition to list the Panama City crayfish as an endangered or threatened 
species under the ESA on April 20, 2010. FWS issued a positive 90-day finding on the petition 
on September 26, 2011. 76 Fed. Reg. 59835 (Sept. 27, 2011). The Center filed a lawsuit in 2013 
against FWS compelling it to make a proposed listing decision on the crayfish, which it finally 
did on January 3, 2018, proposing to list the crayfish as threatened. 83 Fed. Reg. 330 (Jan. 3, 
2018). FWS’ 2018 proposed listing triggered a mandatory requirement under the ESA that FWS 
make a final determination on the proposed listing within one year. 16 U.S.C. § 1533(b)(6)(A)(i). 
Therefore, FWS was required to make a final determination on the crayfish’s status by January 3, 
2019.  
  
Historically, the Panama City crayfish was known only from flatwoods and wet-prairie marshes, 
but most of that land has been lost to development. It is now found in ditches and swales in 
isolated areas of Bay County. The greatest threat to its survival is continued habitat loss through 
land development.  
 
If the Secretary does not make a final determination for the Panama City crayfish or contact us to 
develop a timeline for making this finding within the next 60 days, the Center intends to file suit. 
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Please contact me at (727)490-9190 or jlopez@biologicaldiversity.org if you have any questions 
or if you would like to discuss this matter. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Jaclyn Lopez 
Senior Attorney 


