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Chris and Laura,

On August 28, 2019 our staff found an banded dead adult snowy plover in an area of the park where street legal
vehicles are allowed (north of Post Marker 1, near Arroyo Grande Creek).  This bird was banded BB:VG and
hatched from Oceano in 2017.  We had two birds with this band combination, a male that is a confirmed breeding
bird from 2019 and a female that is a confirmed breeding bird from 2018 and 2019.  The female was last seen alive
on August 10 at the site. 

The bird was found in an older vehicle track, was observed to be flattened, but was also in an advanced state of
decay with evidence of it being scavenged. 

I am attaching photos of the area and close up photos of the bird as found.  I adjusted the size of the photos for this
e-mail, but I can send larger sized files that show more detail if you would like them.  I am also attaching a public
safety report (190828SUR-0020).

As our breeding season winds down, we have observed birds starting to form non-breeding flocks throughout the
park. We have been monitoring these flocks on a daily basis. We place speed limit and educational signs around the
flocks and adjust throughout the day as conditions change. We have also increased our law enforcement activities
around the flocks and other areas deemed sensitive. Finally, we continue to provide educational materials to our
visitors to advise them of the sensitive species in the park and the measures that they can take to support our
endangered species management program.

We have placed this bird in the freezer with our field notes if you determine a necropsy is necessary.

Ronnie Glick
Senior Environmental Scientist
California Department of Parks and Recreation
Oceano Dunes District
340 James Way, Suite 270
Pismo Beach, CA  93449
(805) 773-7180
(805) 365-5284 Cell
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From: Glick, Ronnie@Parks
To: Chris_Dellith@fws.gov; Laura Chee
Cc: Lena Chang; Pearce, Kevin@Parks; Iwanicha, Joanna@Parks
Subject: Snowy Plover Found at Oceano Dunes SVRA September 24 2019
Date: Tuesday, August 27, 2019 12:07:00 PM
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Chris and Laura,

On August 24, 2019 our staff found an unbanded dead adult snowy plover in an area of the park where street legal
vehicles are allowed (southwest of CXT D near the Search and Rescue Base and east of the camping area). The bird
was in an area with multiple vehicle tracks but was not in recent vehicle tracks. 

I am attaching photos of the area and close up photos of the bird as found.  I adjusted the size of the photos for this
e-mail, but I can send larger sized files that show more detail if you would like them.  I am also attaching a public
safety report (190824SUR-0020).

As our breeding season winds down, we have observed birds starting to form non-breeding flocks throughout the
park. We have been monitoring these flocks on a daily basis. We place speed limit and educational signs around the
flocks and adjust throughout the day as conditions change. We have also increased our law enforcement activities
around the flocks and other areas deemed sensitive. Finally, we continue to provide educational materials to our
visitors to advise them of the sensitive species in the park and the measures that they can take to support our
endangered species management program.

We have placed this bird in the freezer with our field notes if you determine a necropsy is necessary.

Ronnie Glick
Senior Environmental Scientist
California Department of Parks and Recreation
Oceano Dunes District
340 James Way, Suite 270
Pismo Beach, CA 93449
(805) 773-7180
(805) 365-5284 Cell
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