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Here's the draft summary that Susan mentioned.
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Pait OullrtuglBdee Steve, here's the outline that we discussed. Thanks for reviewing it. | think
Mary may of added a cover summary to this but for your review | think this will cover it.
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Summary Outline of Petition to List a Distinct Population Segment of the
Southwestern Population of the Bald Eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus) as
Endangered with Critical Habitat

PETITIONED ACTION:

The Center for Biological Diversity petitioned to list the distinct population
segment of the southwestern population of the bald eagle as endangered with
critical habitat on October 6, 2004,

BRIEF BACKGROUND ON SPECIES:

The bald eagle is a large bird of prey with adults reaching 3 feet in length with 6
to 7 foot wingspans. Adults have a white head, neck, and tail with brownish-
black body. Immature bald eagles lack the white head, neck, and tail, and can be
confused with golden eagles (Aquila chrysaetos). Bald eagles feed primarily on
fish, but waterfowl, small mammals, and carrion constitute a portion of the diet.
Bald eagles are usually found along sea coasts, lakes, and rivers. Nest sites are
usually high in trees, on cliffs, or on pinnacles with a commanding view of the
area and in close proximity to water.

In 1978, the bald eagle was listed throughout the lower 48 States as endangered,
except in Michigan, Minnesota, Wisconsin, Washington, and Oregon, where it
was listed as threatened.

The bald eagle population in the lower 48 States is divided into S recovery
regions; Pacific, Northern States, Chesapeake Bay, Southeast, and Southwestern.
The Southwestern Region includes the states of Arizona, New Mexico, the
western portion of Texas west of the 100™ meridian, the panhandle of Oklahoma,
and the area of California bordering the lower Colorado River. In 1982, a
Recovery Plan was developed for the Southwestern Region.

The Southwestern Recovery Plan (Recovery Plan) contains the following
reclassification goals: production of 10-12 young per year over a 5-year period,
and occupancy of one or more river drainages in addition to the Salt and Verde
River systems. The Recovery Plan does not contain delisting goals. Currently,
the southwestern bald eagle population has exceeded recovery plan
reclassification criteria with at least 30 breeding areas distributed within the Salt,
Verde, Gila, Bill Williams, and San Carlos River system in Arizona, and the Rio
Grande River in New Mexico, and productivity has increased 10 to 20 percent
with 10 or more young having been produced every year since 1981.
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PETITIONED INFORMATION:

e The petitioners provided information on life history; current and historical
distribution; genetics; rationale for the distinct population segment of the
southwestern population of the bald eagle; population status; threats to bald eagle
habitat due to numerous activities such as cattle grazing, dam operations,
dewatering, ground water pumping, recreation, aircraft operations, and urban
development; threats to bald eagles and their native aquatic prey base due to
toxins, heavy metal contamination, and competition from non-native aquatic
species; the potential for extinction inherent in highly fragmented and isolated
populations; and the inadequacy of existing regulatory mechanism.

The petition utilizes numerous scientific publications, peer-reviewed articles,
status reviews and reports, and other agency documents thoroughly documenting
e status and trend, and potential threats to the species.
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