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A CRUCIAL MOMENT FOR WOLVES

ore than four decades of wolf recovery efforts have paid off, but that recovery is still uncertain.
The coming year or so will be pivotal in writing their next chapter. Here’s a look at where
things stand.




ater is the stuff of life — but only if it's clean.

The Center has been working for years
to protect species by keeping toxic substances out
of rivers, streams and other waterways. This work is
especially important for species hovering on the brink
of extinction, but much of it is a slog: legal briefs,
comments, petitions, grassroots activism, and endless
badgering of the bureaucratic system to make sure

wildlife is protected and polluters are held accountable.

This year, we've seen some remarkable headway.

This summer a federal judge vacated the Bureau

of Land Management’s approval of the Caldwell
Canyon phosphate mine in southeastern Idaho. We
sued to stop this mine because it posed major threats
to groundwater, waterways and sage grouse. The
phosphate ore was to be used by Bayer AG — which
purchased Monsanto in 2018 — to manufacture
glyphosate, the active ingredient in Roundup pesticide
products. The Environmental Protection Agency

has determined glyphosate may harm 93% of all
endangered plant and animal species. Thanks to our
lawsuit, the region’s waters and wildlife are safe (for
now) from this mine and the dangerous pesticide it
was going to produce.

Also this summer, we scored a groundbreaking legal
victory to finally ensure that the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
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Service and the EPA will analyze how pesticides sprayed
into U.S. waterways might be harming endangered
species. For more than a decade, the EPA has been
issuing a nationwide permit for pesticides sprayed into
rivers and streams — but has never bother to find out
whether it's pushing the country’s most vulnerable
animals and plants closer to extinction. The upcoming
analysis will go a long way toward protecting species
like bull trout and pallid sturgeon.

We had yet another recent precedent-setting victory
in our case challenging the EPA’s appalling refusal

to look at harms to endangered species in a rule
nearly tripling the allowable amount of the heavy
metal cadmium in U.S. waters. Agreeing with our
arguments, the court said no way — vacating the
harmful criteria and sending the entire rule back to
the EPA. Atlantic sturgeon, sea turtles, and people will
be safer without having to face so much toxic heavy
metal pollution.

Meanwhile, the Center has joined Northwest
Environmental Advocates in a legal petition urging
the EPA to add more than 1,000 industrial and
commercial pollutants to its list of toxic pollutants
requiring Clean Water Act regulation. Those include
“forever chemicals” like PFAS, flame retardants, and
pesticides commonly used in industrial agriculture,
like atrazine. The EPA hasn’t added a new pollutant to
its list in 47 years, so we hope this will finally spur the
agency into action. If not, as always, we'll be prepared
to step up and take action.
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ith the Colorado Plateau’s summer

monsoon this year came a new national

monument. On August 8, President Biden
designated the Baaj Nwaavjo I'tah Kukveni — Ancestral
Footprints of the Grand Canyon National Monument.

The monument in northern Arizona, which spans
1 million acres of public land flanking the iconic
national park, was proposed by the Grand Canyon
Tribal Coalition, a coalition of more than a dozen
regional Tribes. Baaj Nwaavjo means “where Tribes
roam” in Havasupai; in Hopi, I'tah Kukveni means
“our ancestral footprints.”

The Baaj Nwaavjo I'tah Kukveni cultural landscapes
are arid, austere and vast. Deep human history is
shown in ancient homes, trails, and tools that trace
back millennia to Indigenous cultures and practices
today. Rich endemic biodiversity reflects a place
whose stark environmental gradients beget evolution
and speciation.

We're celebrating this important designation at

the Center. For decades we've been working to
protect public lands, and national monuments can
be a crucial way to safeguard animals and plants,
biodiversity, clean water and clean air — as well

as to help stem the wildlife extinction crisis. The
designation is especially valuable in the Southwest,
where the effects of the climate emergency are more
pronounced every day.

The new monument makes permanent a temporary
ban on new uranium mines enacted in 2012, won
and led by the Havasupai Tribe. Mines damage
sacred sites and aquifers feeding the Grand Canyon’s
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biodiverse springs and creeks, and since 2008 mine
proposals have met near-continuous litigation from
the Center, the Havasupai Tribe, and allies. That work
will now focus on closing a handful of mines whose
rights the monument didn’t undo.

Importantly, the Baaj Nwaavjo I'tah Kukveni
proclamation acknowledges a history in which
conservation laws were, for Tribes, also instruments

of dispossession. Where in the 1920s the National
Park Service forcibly removed Havasupai people from
Grand Canyon National Park, now comanagement

of Tribally proposed national monuments like Baaj
Nwaavjo and Bears Ears shows progress in that history.
Good news on national monuments didn’t end with
Baaj Nwaavjo I'tah Kukveni’s designation. Three days
later a federal judge dismissed two lawsuits by the state
of Utah attacking the Antiquities Act and attempting
to undo President Biden’s restoration of Bears Ears and
Grand Staircase-Escalante national monuments.

That judge’s ruling, which upholds both monuments,
emphasized that the Antiquities Act gives the president
broad authority to designate national monuments and
that the court can’t second-guess that judgment. To
date, no court has been willing to review, much less
reverse, the designation of a national monument.

Still, we expect legal attacks on the Antiquities
Act to continue, including lawsuits challenging
Baaj Nwaavjo I'tah Kukveni’s designation and the
restoration of the Bears Ears and Grand Staircase-
Escalante. The Center, alongside our Tribal and
conservation partners, will keep fighting back
with successful legal interventions.
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A LONG FIGHT FINALLY PAYS OFF FOR
CACTUS FERRUGINOUS PYGMY OWLS

or me there’s nothing more synonymous with the Sonoran Desert than fierce little cactus ferruginous pygmy
owls. Named for their rusty-colored stripes and the saguaro cactuses they nest in, these 7-inch owls prey on
birds twice their size and feed lizards to their nestlings.

Despite their ferocity, pygmy owls have declined in the face of urban sprawl and climate change-driven drought.
With invasive vegetation like buffelgrass, which promotes fire, spreading through the Sonoran Desert, both the
pygmy owls and the saguaros they need to nest are at real risk of disappearing forever. This unravelling of an entire
ecosystem threatens to disrupt life as we've known it in southern Arizona.

The Center first petitioned the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to protect the species under the Endangered Species
Act in 1992, leading to its listing as endangered in 1997. This protection started a long and sometimes contentious
conversation about sprawl in Tucson, ultimately leading to adoption of the Sonoran Desert Conservation Plan, which
promised to protect 116,000 acres of habitat for 44 species, including pygmy owls, to mitigate for ongoing habitat loss.

That could have been the end of the story — and almost a happy one — but the Arizona Homebuilders Association
successfully sued the Fish and Wildlife Service, and in 2006, endangered species protection for the pygmy owl was
stripped away. The owl didn’t lose protection because it was no longer endangered but rather on a technicality — and
because the Bush administration didn’t want to retain protection. In 1997 the Service had protected the pygmy owl
solely in Arizona, without specifying what made the population distinct from birds in Mexico.

The Center didn't sit back and accept defeat. We immediately challenged delisting in federal court, and in 2007 we
filed a new petition for endangered species protection — including in Mexico where the pygmy owl faces the same
threats. The 9th Circuit Court of Appeals ultimately decided that the Service was entitled to deference in delisting
the species.

In 2014 the Service denied our new petition for protection, arguing that the Sonoran Desert, where the pygmy owl
is unquestionably at risk of extinction, is insignificant because the species will survive in other portions of its range
in Mexico and a small portion of the Rio Grande Valley in Texas. The Center once again went to court and in 2017
overturned the Service’s denial.

And then this year, after nearly two decades, the Center finally regained protection for the pygmy owls, this time as
a threatened species throughout the entirety of their range in Arizona, Texas and Mexico.

I'm relieved to have these small owls protected once again, but their story is all too common. It shouldn’t take years,
lawsuits and multiple petitions for a species to be protected under the Endangered Species Act — especially in cases
where it’s painfully clear they’re in trouble. The Center is actively working to reform the Fish and Wildlife Service
so species don’t have to wait so long for lifesaving help. Wed hoped the change in administration would make a
difference, but sadly it hasn't.

So what now for these beloved birds? We'll be pushing to protect their most important habitat and fighting the
planned construction of Interstate 11, which represents an existential threat to pygmy owls and many other species
in southeastern Arizona. Above all else, we have to make addressing the twin crises of extinction and climate
change an urgent priority — as a society — or we'll lose these precious owls. And a whole lot more.
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A HISTORIC CLIMATE MARCH IN NYC

ore than 75,000 people took to the streets of New York City last month —
including Center staff and members — in the largest climate demonstration
since President Biden took office.

The March to End Fossil Fuels was an inspiring and groundbreaking event that called
on Biden to stop approving fossil fuel projects, phase down oil and gas drilling, declare a
climate emergency, and provide a just and equitable transition off fossil fuels.

The September 17 march was all about people power. We were led by New York
grassroots organizations; Black, Indigenous and other communities of color; as well as
young people, elders, faith leaders and frontline communities living next to oil and gas
facilities. Center staffers spent months planning and organizing to get the best turnout
possible. We also led a biodiversity section of the march, including people holding 50 or
so monarch signs that hovered above the crowd.

The march drew worldwide media attention and escalated pressure on global leaders,
including Biden, to make real change. Its focus on the demand to end fossil fuels marks
a crucial new shift in our movement for climate action.

The mass mobilization took place ahead of the first United Nations Climate Ambition
Summit, on Sept. 20, where U.N. Secretary-General Antonio Guterres urged world
leaders to make commitments to phase out fossil fuels.

Earlier this summer, more than 500 groups from six continents sent a letter to Biden
demanding that he stop fossil fuel expansion. Since the beginning of Biden’s term, the
Center has been clear about the steps he needs to take using executive and emergency
powers to address the climate emergency.

And as 75,000 people made clear in NYC, along with more than half a million people
around the globe: The time is now for action. If were going save the planet, people and

wildlife, we must end fossil fuels. Anything less is unacceptable.
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r I Yhe Center for Biological Diversity’s decades-long history is unmatched: We've secured protections for
more than 750 species and over half a billion acres of wildlife habitat. Help us continue this extraordinary
legacy by joining the Owls Club.

By leaving a legacy gift through a bequest, or making the Center a beneficiary of your retirement plan or other estate

plan, you’ll be supporting the fight to save endangered wildlife for generations to come. To learn more about your

legacy giving options, please call Paula Simmonds at (646) 770-7206 or email owlsclub@biologicaldiversity.org.

BiologicalDiversity.org/OwlsClub



