
1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

 

 

   
VERIFIED PETITION FOR WRIT OF MANDATE 

 
 

 
John Rose (SBN 285819) 
CENTER FOR BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY 
660 S. Figueroa Street, Suite 1000 
Los Angeles, California 90017 
Telephone: (213) 785-5400 
Facsimile: (213) 785-5748 
jrose@biologicaldiversity.org 
 
John Buse (SBN 163156) 
Aruna Prabhala (SBN 278865) 
CENTER FOR BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY 
1212 Broadway, Suite 800 
Oakland, California 94612 
Telephone: (510) 844-7100 
Facsimile: (510) 844-7150 
jbuse@biologicaldiversity.org 
aprabhala@biologicaldiversity.org 
 
Attorneys for Center for Biological Diversity 
  
 

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 
 

CENTER FOR BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY, 
 

Petitioner, 
 

v. 
 
LOS ANGELES COUNTY DEPARTMENT 
OF REGIONAL PLANNING, COUNTY OF 
LOS ANGELES; and DOES 1 through 20, 
inclusive, 
 

Respondents. 
 

 Case No.  
 
VERIFIED PETITION FOR 
PEREMPTORY WRIT OF MANDATE 
ORDERING THE LOS ANGELES 
DEPARTMENT OF REGIONAL 
PLANNING TO COMPLY WITH ITS 
DUTIES UNDER THE CALIFORNIA 
PUBLIC RECORDS ACT 
 
[Gov. Code § 6250, et seq.; Code Civ. Proc. § 
1085] 
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INTRODUCTION 

1. In this action, the Center for Biological Diversity (“Center”)—an environmental 

conservation organization that works to protect native species and their habitats—challenges the failure 

of the Los Angeles County Department of Regional Planning (“Department”) to provide 

communications between Department staff and Tejon Ranch Company related to the proposed 

Centennial Specific Plan (“Centennial”), one of the largest and most environmentally-damaging 

developments ever proposed in County history.  The Department’s failure to release such records 

generated in connection with the proposed Centennial project undermines California’s policy of 

government transparency in decisionmaking. 

2. The Department has infringed on the Center’s fundamental constitutional and statutory 

rights to access documents related to the people’s business.  In particular, the Department is unlawfully 

withholding records that the Center requested pursuant to the California Public Records Act (“CPRA”) 

by failing to conduct an adequate and timely search for responsive records and failing to provide the 

Center with responsive records, for which there are no applicable CPRA exemptions.  The Department’s 

failure to provide the requested records also violates Article I, section 3 of the California Constitution, 

which gives the people the right to access information concerning the conduct of the people’s business, 

including writings of public officials and agencies. 

3. Prompt access to these records is necessary to fulfill the CPRA’s purpose, thus the Center 

seeks (1) a peremptory writ of mandate directing the Department to provide the Center with all records 

responsive to the request for records and (2) declaratory relief establishing that the Department violated 

the CPRA and the California Constitution. 

THE PARTIES 

4. Petitioner CENTER FOR BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY (“Center”) is a non-profit 

conservation organization dedicated to the protection of native species and their habitats through 

science, policy, and environmental law.  The Center has approximately 63,000 members worldwide, 

including residents of Los Angeles County.  The Center has worked for many years to protect imperiled 
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plants and wildlife, open space, air and water quality, and the overall quality of life for people in the Los 

Angeles County. 

5. Respondent LOS ANGELES COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF REGIONAL PLANNING 

is a department of the COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES (“County”) and performs all land use planning 

functions for unincorporated areas of the County.  

6. Respondent COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES is a local governmental agency and political 

subdivision of the State of California. 

7. The Center does not know the true names and capacities, whether individual, corporate, 

associate, or otherwise, of respondents DOES 1 through 20, inclusive, and therefore sue said 

respondents under fictitious names.  The Center will amend this Petition to show their true names and 

capacities when the same have been ascertained.  DOES 1 through 20, inclusive, are agents and/or 

employees of Respondents, and each performed acts on which this action is based within the course and 

scope of such Respondents’ agency and/or employment. 

JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

8. This Court has jurisdiction under California Government Code sections 6258 and 6259, 

California Code of Civil Procedure section 1085, and Article 6, section 10 of the California Constitution. 

9. Venue is proper in this Court under California Code of Civil Procedure section 394 

because the Department is a local agency situated in the County.  Venue is additionally proper under 

section 393 because the actions and omissions forming the basis of the cause of action occurred in the 

County.  The records in question, or some portion of them, are situated in the County.  (Gov. Code § 

6259; Code Civ. Proc. § 401(l).)  

10. In failing to timely make available the records sought by the Center, the Department has 

effectively denied the Center’s request for records, records to which the Center has a right of access 

under the CPRA. (Gov. Code § 6250 et seq.) 

11. The Center has no plain, speedy, or adequate remedy in the course of ordinary law unless 

this Court grants the requested writ of mandate. 
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THE CALIFORNIA PUBLIC RECORDS ACT 

12. Under the CPRA, upon request, any public agency must make publicly available for 

inspection and copying any record that it prepared, owns, uses, or retains that is not subject to statutory 

exemptions to disclosure.  (Gov. Code § 6253.) 

13. Before withholding any record responsive to a valid request under the CPRA, the agency 

must “demonstrat[e] that the record in question is exempt under [the CPRA’s] express provisions . . . or 

that on facts of the particular case the public interest served by not disclosing the record clearly 

outweighs the public interest served by disclosure of the record.”  (Gov. Code § 6255.) 

14. Any person may institute proceedings by verified petition for writ of mandate to enforce 

his or her right to inspect or receive a copy of any public record or class of public records.  (Gov. Code § 

6258, 6259.)  

15. The court must award costs and reasonable attorney fees to a prevailing petitioner, to be 

paid by the agency from which the petitioner requested records.  (Gov. Code § 6259(d).) 

THE CALIFORNIA CONSTITUTION 

16. Section 3(b) of Article 1 of the California Constitution mandates the public right to 

access information as set forth in the CPRA: “[t]he people have the right of access to information 

concerning the conduct of the people’s business, and, therefore, the meetings of public bodies and the 

writings of public officials and agencies shall be open to public scrutiny.”  (Cal. Const. Art. 1, § 

3(b)(1).)  The California constitution requires that that the CPRA shall be “broadly construed if it 

furthers the people’s right of access, and narrowly construed if it limits the right of access.”  (Cal. Const. 

Art. 1, § 3(b)(2).)   

GENERAL ALLEGATIONS 

17. The Centennial project is one of the largest and most environmentally-damaging 

developments every proposed in the history of Los Angeles County.  With a development footprint of 

nearly 7,000-acres—larger than the entire city of Santa Monica—Centennial would destroy large parts 

of the Antelope Valley wildlands, which contain some of the most beautiful and biologically diverse 

wildflower fields remaining in California.  Due to its remote location 65 miles from downtown Los 
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Angeles, Centennial would add approximately 75,000 long-distance automobile trips per day to 

Southern California’s already-clogged roads, while disproportionately increasing greenhouse gas 

emissions and air pollution. 

18. While the County Board of Supervisors has the authority to approve projects that are in 

the best interest of County residents even when they may result in significant environmental impacts, 

California law requires that such decisionmaking is the result of an informed, unbiased, and transparent 

process.  (See Laurel Heights Improvement Assn. v. Regents of the University of California (1988) 47 

Cal.3d 376, 392.)  Moreover, the Department is prohibited from having an interest “in producing a[n] 

[environmental impact report] that supports the applicant’s proposal.”  (See Citizens for Ceres v. 

Superior Court (2013) 217 Cal.App.4th 889, 918.)  In contrast, Tejon has an overriding—and 

conflicting—interest “in having the agency produce a favorable EIR that will pass legal muster.”  (See 

id.)  Here, the Environmental Impact Report (“EIR”) for Centennial was clearly designed to support 

Tejon’s proposal, as each and every “alternative” analyzed in the EIR contains at least 19,000 dwelling 

units and a similarly massive development footprint of at least 6,000 acres.  Likewise, the EIR and 

supporting materials contain clearly erroneous claims promoted by Tejon or its attorneys designed to 

downplay Centennial’s enormous environmental impacts.  For instance, the EIR’s supporting materials 

erroneously claim that the state’s “cap-and-trade” will “cover” 96 percent of Centennial’s greenhouse 

gas emissions. 

19. In order to ensure an informed, unbiased, and transparent decisionmaking process for this 

unprecedentedly large and environmentally-harmful development, the Center sent a request to the 

Department on June 13, 2018, for disclosure of certain public records (the “June 13 Letter”).  (See Gov. 

Code §§ 6258, 6252(c) and (e), 6253.)  A true and correct copy of the June 13 Letter is attached to this 

petition as Exhibit A.  The June 13 Letter sought all records of communications mentioning, including, 

referencing, and/or generated in connection with the proposed Centennial project, between employees, 

staff, attorneys, or consultants of the Department (“Department staff”) and employees, staff, attorneys, 

and/or consultants of Tejon Ranchcorp, Tejon Ranch Company, and/or Centennial Founders LLC 

(“Tejon staff”) [the “Requested Records”]. 
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20. On June 21, 2018, the Department, through Steven Jones, Acting Supervising Regional 

Planner, submitted a letter in response to the June 13 Letter (the “June 21 Letter).  A true and correct 

copy of the June 21 Letter is attached as Exhibit B.  The June 21 Letter stated that “due to our need to 

search for and collect the requested records from electronic storage, we request an additional 14 days to 

respond to your request.”   

21. On July 9, 2018, the Department, through Mr. Jones, sent a letter to the Center (the “July 

9 Letter”) stating that the Department had identified disclosable records responsive to the June 13 Letter.  

A true and correct copy of the July 9 Letter is attached as Exhibit C.  The July 9 Letter indicated that the 

disclosable records were accessible with a link to the public website for the Centennial Specific Plan. 

The public website contains staff reports, a Draft EIR, a Final EIR, and letters submitted by the public 

(with the vast majority of such letters asking the County not to approve Centennial).  However, the 

public website contains few—if any—of the Requested Records.  The July 9 Letter further stated that it 

would take “at least three weeks” to review collected records for privilege prior to producing them to the 

Center, and indicated that the Department would notify the Center on or before July 30, 2018 “whether 

any additional disclosable public records exist that are responsive to your request.”  

22. On July 30, 2018, the Department, through Mr. Jones, sent a letter to the Center (the 

“July 30 Letter”) stating that the Department had uploaded “2,760 pages worth of additional responsive 

documents” and contained a link to a FTP drive (the “FTP Documents”).  A true and correct copy of the 

July 30 Letter is attached as Exhibit D.  The Center reviewed the FTP Documents and determined that 

these documents are at most marginally related to the Requested Records.  More specifically, the FTP 

Documents merely contained an earlier version of the Draft EIR and excerpts of the Centennial Specific 

Plan.  The FTP Documents did not contain any actual correspondence or emails between Department 

staff and Tejon staff.  The July 30 Letter concluded that “it is difficult to provide an exact estimate” 

when all responsive records would be produced. 

23. With the exception of the already-publicly available letters and project materials 

published online (most of which do not constitute any of the Requested Records), the Center has not 
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been provided with access to the Requested Records, despite over four months passing since the June 13 

Letter was submitted to the Department.  

24. None of the Requested Records are exempt from disclosure because communications 

between Department staff and Tejon staff are not protected by the attorney-client privilege or work 

product doctrine pursuant to Citizens for Ceres v. Superior Court (2013) 217 Cal.App.4th 889, 922.  

Instead, most—if not all—of the Requested Records could easily and quickly be collected by conducting 

a search of Department email servers for emails sent to or received by Tejon staff.  The Requested 

Records could then be immediately disclosed without a “privilege” review since any emails sent to or 

received by Tejon staff could not be subject to privilege pursuant to Citizens for Ceres.   

FIRST CAUSE OF ACTION 

(for a writ of mandate compelling production of documents under the California Public Records Act, 

Gov. Code § 6250-6270.) 

25. The Center hereby incorporates by reference each and every allegation set forth above. 

26. Under the CPRA, the Center has a right to inspect, and the Department has a duty to 

provide promptly and without delay, public records subject to disclosure.   

27. The Center submitted a valid request for records under the CPRA on June 13, 2018. 

28. The Department admits that it possesses the Requested Records.  

29. The Department cannot demonstrate that any of the Requested Records, or any portion of 

those records, is exempt under the express provisions of the CPRA or any other authority, or that on the 

facts of this particular case the public interest served by not disclosing the record clearly outweighs the 

public interest served by disclosure.   

30. The Department has failed to disclose all—or virtually all—of the Requested Records, in 

violation of the CPRA. 

SECOND CAUSE OF ACTION 

(violation of Article 1, Section 3(b) of the California Constitution) 

31. The Center hereby incorporates by reference each and every allegation set forth above. 
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32. Article 1, Section 3(b) of the California Constitution demonstrates a public interest in 

access to information about how the government is conducting the people’s business. 

33. This constitutional amendment requires that any statute or court rule must be broadly 

construed if it furthers the public’s right of access and narrowly construed if it limits the right of access. 

(Cal. Const. Art. 1, § 3(b)(2).)   

34. The Requested Records are clearly included within these constitutional mandates 

regarding the public’s right of access.  

35. An actual controversy exists as to whether the Requested Records must be timely 

disclosed.  The Center is entitled to an order declaring that the Requested Records must be made 

available to the Center and the public immediately.  

36. The Center is also entitled to institute proceedings for writ of mandate to enforce its and 

the public’s right to obtain the Requested Records. 

PRAYER FOR RELIEF  

WHEREFORE, the Center prays for judgment as follows: 

1.  That the Court issue a peremptory writ of mandate directing the Department to provide 

the Center with all of the Requested Records within ten (10) days of the Court’s order directing the 

Department to do so; 

2.  For a declaration pursuant to Government Code section 6259 that the Department has 

violated the Center’s rights under the California Constitution, Article I, section 3, and Government Code 

sections 6250 et seq.; 

3. That the Center be awarded attorneys’ fees and costs; and 

4. For such other and future relief as the Court deems just and proper. 

\\\ 
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DATED:  October 16, 2018 CENTER FOR BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY 

 

 

 

 By:  

 John Rose 

Aruna Prabhala 

John Buse 

 Attorneys for Petitioner CENTER FOR 

BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY 
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Verification 

VERIFICATION 

  I am the Director of Programs for the Center for Biological Diversity, which is a party 

to this action.  I am authorized to make this verification for and on its behalf, and I make this 

verification for that reason.  I have read the foregoing document and know its contents.  The 

matters stated in it are true of my own knowledge except as to those matters that are stated on 

information and belief, and as to those matters I believe them to be true. 

  I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the 

foregoing is true and correct.  Executed this 16th day of October, 2018, in Shelter Cove, 

California. 

                                                                

                                                                                                       

          _____________________ 

       Peter Galvin 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EXHIBIT A 



 

 

 

June 13, 2018 

 

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL 

 

Joseph Horvath, Administrative Deputy 

Department of Regional Planning 

320 West Temple Street, Room 1390 

Los Angeles, California 90012 

pra@planning.lacounty.gov 

 

Re:  California Public Records Act Request: Los Angeles County Centennial CPRA 

 

Dear Mr. Horvath: 

 

This is a request under the California Public Records Act, California Government Code sections 

6250 to 6270 (“PRA”), from the Center for Biological Diversity (“Center”), a national, nonprofit 

conservation organization that works to secure a future for all species hovering on the brink of 

extinction through science, law, and creative media, and to fulfill the continuing educational 

goals of its membership and the general public in the process. 

 

REQUESTED RECORDS 

 

The Center requests from the Los Angeles County, Department of Regional Planning (“DRP”):  

all records of communications mentioning, including, referencing, and/or generated in 

connection with the Centennial Specific Plan, between employees, staff, attorneys, or consultants 

of the LA County Regional Planning Department and employees, staff, attorneys, and/or 

consultants of Tejon Ranchcorp, Tejon Ranch Company, and/or Centennial Founders LLC. 

 

For this request, the term “records” refers to, but is not limited to, any and all documents, 

correspondence (including, but not limited to, inter and/or intra-agency correspondence as well 

as correspondence with entities or individuals outside the federal government), emails, letters, 

notes, recordings, telephone records, voicemails, telephone notes, telephone logs, text messages, 

chat messages, minutes, memoranda, comments, files, presentations, consultations, biological 

opinions, assessments, evaluations, schedules, papers published and/or unpublished, reports, 

studies, photographs and other images, data (including raw data, GPS or GIS data, UTM, 

LiDAR, etc.), maps, and/or all other responsive records, in draft or final form. 

 

This request is not meant to exclude any other records that, although not specially requested, are 

reasonably related to the subject matter of this request.  If you or your office have destroyed or 

determine to withhold any records that could be reasonably construed to be responsive to this 

request, I ask that you indicate this fact and the reasons therefore in your response. 
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The Center is willing to receive and encourages provision of records on a rolling basis. 

 

FORMAT OF REQUESTED RECORDS 

 

The Center requests that Los Angeles County provide records in a readily-accessible electronic 

format.  “Readily-accessible” means text-searchable and OCR-formatted.  Please provide all 

records in a readily-accessible, electronic .pdf format.  Additionally, please provide the records 

either in (1) load-ready format with a CSV file index or excel spreadsheet, or if that is not 

possible; (2) in .pdf format, without any “profiles” or “embedded files.”  Profiles and embedded 

files within files are not readily-accessible.  Please do not provide the records in a single, or 

“batched,” .pdf file.  We appreciate the inclusion of an index. 

 

If DRP determines that any of the requested records are exempt from disclosure, we ask that 

DRP reconsider that determination in view of Proposition 59, which amended the state 

Constitution to require that all exemptions be “narrowly construed.”  Cal. Gov. Code §§ 6250-

6276.48.  Cal. Gov. Code § 6253 requires release of all reasonably segregable portions of the 

requested records which are not themselves exempt from mandatory disclosure.  If DRP 

determines that the requested records are subject to a still-valid exemption, we would further 

request that: (1) DRP exercise discretion to disclose some or all of the records notwithstanding 

the exemption; and (2) with respect to records containing both exempt and nonexempt content; 

that DRP redact the exempt content and disclose the rest.  Should DRP elect to withhold any 

documents, please explain under which provision this is justified as required by Cal. Gov. Code § 

6255. 

 

RECORD DELIVERY 

 

We appreciate your help in expeditiously obtaining a determination on the requested records.  As 

mandated in PRA, we anticipate a determination within 10 days.  Cal. Gov. Code § 6253(c).  The 

Center respectfully reminds DRP, “nothing shall be construed to permit an agency to delay or 

obstruct the inspection or copying of public records,” including timelines for responses.  Cal. 

Gov. Code § 6253(d).  Please provide a complete reply as expeditiously as possible.  You may 

email or mail copies of the requested records to: 

 

Ann K. Brown 

Center for Biological Diversity 

P.O. Box 11374 

Portland, OR 97211 

foia@biologicaldiversity.org 

 

If you find that this request is unclear, or if the responsive records are voluminous, please email 

me to discuss the scope of this request. 
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REQUEST FOR FEE WAIVER 

 

The Center requests a waiver of all fees because the disclosure of the requested information is in 

the public interest, and will contribute significantly to public understanding of whether Los 

Angeles County is complying with its duties as a “lead agency” for determining whether to 

approve the Centennial Specific Plan.   

 

The public’s “right of access to information” is enshrined in the California Constitution.  Cal. 

Const., Art. I, § III(b)(1).  In fact, “access to information concerning the conduct of the people’s 

business is a fundamental and necessary right of every person in this state.”  Cal. Gov. Code § 

6250.  To carry out these purposes, Los Angeles County generally allows the public to access 

any public document.  Cnty. of Santa Clara v. Superior Ct., 170 Cal. App. 4th 1301, 1320 (2009) 

(“All public records are subject to disclosure unless the Public Records Act expressly provides 

otherwise.”) (internal citation omitted). 

 

The Center respectfully reminds DRP that access to these records should be immediate and 

without charges.  “[P]ublic records are open to inspection at all times during the office hours of 

the state or local agency and every person has a right to inspect any public record.”  Cal. Gov. 

Code, § 6253(a).  Any fees “for a copy of a public record would have no effect upon the public’s 

right of access to and inspection of public records free of charge.”  85 Ops. Cal. Atty. Gen. 225, 

229 (Cal. AG 2002). 

 

I. The Center Qualifies for A Fee Waiver.  

 

While we are not requesting photo copies at this time, the Center respectfully requests a waiver 

for any fees associated with this matter.  The Center is a non-profit conservation organization 

dedicated to protecting the environment and educating the public about environmental resources 

and threats to those resources.  The Center has members throughout California.  Once the records 

are made available, the Center will analyze, and use them in a manner that will meaningfully 

enhance the public’s understanding Los Angeles County’s compliance with its responsibilities 

concerning the Centennial Specific Plan.  Through the Center’s synthesis and dissemination (by 

means discussed in Section II, below), disclosure of information contained and gleaned from the 

requested records will contribute to a broad audience of persons who are interested in the subject 

matter.   

 

II. The Center has a Demonstrated Ability To Disseminate The Requested 

Information Broadly. 

 

The Center will use the requested records for outreach and education, including media.  The 

Center is a non-profit organization that informs, educates, and counsels the public regarding 

environmental issues, policies, and laws relating to environmental issues.  The Center has been 

substantially involved in the activities of numerous government agencies for over 25 years, and 

has consistently displayed its ability to disseminate information granted to it through public 

records requests. 
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In consistently granting the Center’s fee-waivers, agencies have recognized: (1) that the 

information requested by the Center contributes significantly to the public’s understanding of the 

government’s operations or activities; (2) that the information enhances the public’s 

understanding to a greater degree than currently exists; (3) that the Center possesses the expertise 

to explain the requested information to the public; (4) that the Center possesses the ability to 

disseminate the requested information to the general public; (5) and that the news media 

recognizes the Center as an established expert in the field of imperiled species, biodiversity, and 

impacts on protected species. The Center’s track record of active participation in oversight of 

governmental activities and decision making, and its consistent contribution to the public’s 

understanding of those activities as compared to the level of public understanding prior to 

disclosure are well established. 

 

The Center respectfully reminds DRP that access to these records should be immediate and 

without charges. “[P]ublic records are open to inspection at all times during the office hours of 

the state or local agency and every person has a right to inspect any public record.”  Cal. Gov. 

Code § 6253(a).  Any fees “for a copy of a public record would have no effect upon the public’s 

right of access to and inspection of public records free of charge.”  85 Ops. Cal. Atty. Gen. 225, 

229 (Cal. AG 2002). 

 

In the event DRP declines to grant a fee waiver, North County Parents Organization v. 

Department of Education firmly establishes that agency copying fees may only cover the direct 

cost of duplication, and that direct costs do not include agency staff time associated with any task 

other than, “conceivably,” operating the copy machine. ((1994) 23 Cal. App. 4th. 144, 148.) 

Therefore, the Center objects to any copy charges in excess of 10 cents per page. Please notify us 

in advance of incurring any costs associated with this request. 

 

III. Conclusion 

 

The California PRA requires a response to this request be made within ten (10) days.  We hope 

that DRP will immediately grant this fee waiver request and begin to search and disclose the 

requested records without any unnecessary delays.  If access to the records will take longer than 

ten (10) days, please contact me with information about when the Center may expect copies or 

the ability to inspect the requested records.  

 

If you have any questions, please contact me foia@biologicaldiversity.org.  All records and any 

related correspondence should be sent to my attention at the address below.   

 

Sincerely, 

 
Ann K. Brown 

Open Government Coordinator 

CENTER FOR BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY 

P.O. Box 11374 

Portland, OR 97211-0374 

foia@biologicaldiversity.org 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EXHIBIT B 



Los Angeles County 

Department of Regional Planning 

Planning for the Challenges Ahead 

June 21, 2018 

Amy 1. Bodek, AICP 

Director 

Ann K. Brown 
Center for Biological Diversity 

I 
P.O. Box 11374 
Portland, OR 97211 
foia@biologicaldiversity.org 

SUBJECT: PUBLIC RECORDS REQUEST 

The Los Angeles County Department of Regional Planning received your public records 
rEjquest on June 13, 2018, for the following documents: 

[A]II records of communications mentioning, including, referencing, and/or 
generated in connection with the Centennial Specific Plan, between 
employees, staff, attorneys, or consultants of the LA County Regional 
Planning Department and employees, staff, attorneys, and/or consultants of 
Tejon Ranchcorp, Tejon Ranch Company, and/or Centennial Founders LLC. 

Pll'lase be advised that while there may be records responsive to your request, the 
following records are exempt from disclosure: 

• Records protected by federal and state law, including but not limited to, provisions 
of the Evidence Code related to privilege, such as the attorney-client privilege, 
attorney work product, the common interest doctrine, and the deliberative process 
privilege (Government Code§ 6254, subd. (k)). 

• Records containing personal, confidential, and/or private information of 
individuals, such as personal address and phone numbers (Government Code § 
6255, subd. (a); California Constitution, Article I, § 1). 

• Preliminary drafts, notes, or interagency or intra-agency memoranda that are not 
retained by the public agency in the ordinary course of business (Government 
Code § 6254, subd. (a).; Government Code § 6255, subd. (a)). 

Your request, which does not include any date limitations and includes an extremely 
broad definition of "records," requires an extensive search of the Department's computer 
and/or electronic storage systems and time for reviewing and compiling the records. 
Accordingly, pursuant to section 6253(c) of the California Government Code, due to our 
need to search for and collect the requested records from electronic storage, we request 
an additional 14 days to respond to your request. 

CC.031914 
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We will notify you on or before July 9, 2018 whether any disclosable public records exist 
that are responsive to your request. If disclosable records exist, we will notify you at that 
time of the content and number of the responsive records, along with your options for 
viewing or paying for and receiving copies. In response to your request for a fee waiver, 
the Department of Regional Planning does not have authority to grant such requests; all 
such requests must be made to the Board of Supervisors. 

If you have any questions, you may contact Margaret Sohagi of The Sohagi Law Group, 
at (310) 475-5700 or Mr. Jodie Sackett of the Department of Regional Planning at (213) 
974-6433 or jsackett@planning.lacounty.gov. 

Sincerely, 

DEPARTMENT OF REGIONAL PLANNING 
Amy J. Bodek, AICP 
Director 

~ 
Steven Jones, AICP, Acting Supervising Regional Planner 
Land Divisions Section 

AJB:SDJ:JDS 
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July 9, 2018 

Ann K. Brown 

Los Angeles County 

Department of Regional Planning 

Planning for the Challenges Ahead 

Center for Biological Diversity 
P.O. Box 11374 
Portland, OR 97211 
foia@biologicaldiversity.org 

SUBJECT: PUBLIC RECORDS REQUEST DATED JUNE 13, 2018 

Amy J. Badek, AlCP 

Director 

This letter further responds to your public records act ( PRA) request received by the Los 
Angeles County Department of Regional Planning on June 13, 2018 for the following 
documents: 

[A]II records of communications mentioning, including, referencing, and/or 
generated in connection with the Centennial Specific Plan, between 
employees, staff, attorneys, or consultants of the LA County Regional 
Planning Department and employees, staff, attorneys, and/or consultants 
of Tejon Ranchcorp, Tejon Ranch Company, and/or Centennial Founders 
LLC. 

We provided an initial response to your request on June 21, 2018, extending the time to 
respond by 14 days to July 9, 2018, pursuant to California Government Code section 
6253( a), as your request, which does not include any date limitations and includes an 
extremely broad definition of "records," requires an extensive search of the Department's 
computer and/or electronic storage systems, data compilation and extraction, and time 
for reviewing and producing the records. 

The Department has identified disclosable records responsive to your request, which are 
available for review and downloading on the Department's webpage for the Centennial 
Specific Plan at: 

http://planning.lacounty.gov/case/view/specific plan no 02 232 centennial specific pi 
an 

The Department is still in the process of searching for and collecting additional potentially 
responsive records. At this point, we have identified numerous hard copy and electronic 
files that may contain responsive documents. Additionally, because certain records are 
exempt from disclosure, as indicated in our initial response, the collected records must 
be reviewed for privileged material. Until we have a complete assessment of the full 
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extent of the documents, it is difficult to calculate when all will be available for your review. 
Given our current understanding of the number of documents, complete review will likely 
take at least three more weeks. If we are able to produce records on a rolling basis, as 
indicated in your request, we will do so. If you would like to narrow the scope of your 
request to reduce the burdens on the Department, we encourage you to so. 

We also note that your request asks that the Department provide records "in a readily
accessible electronic formaf' and that you "appreciate the inclusion of an index." The 
Department will provide access to records in the form in which they exist at the time of 
your request. The Department will not create new electronic records for documents that 
only exist in hard copy. 

We will notify you on or before July 30, 2018 whether any additional disclosable public 
records exist that are responsive to your request. If additional disclosable records exist, 
we will notify you at that time of the content and number of the responsive records, along 
with your options for viewing or paying for and receiving copies. 

If you have any questions or would like to discuss ways to limit the scope of your request, 
you may contact Margaret Sohagi of The Sohagi Law Group, at ( 310) 475-5700 or Jodie 
Sackett of the Department of Regional Planning at (213) 974-6433 or 
jsackett@planning.lacounty.gov. 

Sincerely, 

DEPARTMENT OF REGIONAL PLANNING 
Amy J. Bodek, AICP 
Director 

�� 
Steven Jones, AICP, Acting Supervising Regional Planner 
Land Divisions Section 

AJB:SDJ:JDS 
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Los Angeles County 

Department of Regional Planning 

Planning for the Challenges Ahead 

July 30, 2018 

Ann K. Brown 
Center for Biological Diversity 
P.O. Box 11374 
Portland, OR 97211 
foia@biologicaldiversity.org 

SUBJECT: PUBLIC RECORDS REQUEST DATED JUNE 13,2018 

Amy J. Bodek, AICP 

Director 

This letter further responds to your public records act (PRA) request received by the Los 
Angeles County Department of Regional Planning on June 13, 2018 for the following 
documents: 

[AlII records of communications mentioning, including, referencing, and/or 
generated in connection with the Centennial Specific Plan, between 
employees, staff, attorneys, or consultants of the LA County Regional 
Planning Department and employees, staff, attorneys, and/or consultants of 
Tejon Ranchcorp, Tejon Ranch Company, and/or Centennial Founders LLC. 

We provided an initial response to your request on June 21, 2018, extending the time to 
respond by 14 days to July 9, 2018, pursuant to California Government Code section 
6253(a), as your request, requires an extensive search of the Department's computer 
and/or electronic storage systems, data compilation and extraction, and time for reviewing 
and producing the records. 

On July 9,2018, we provided a second response to your request, identifying disciosable 
records responsive to your request available for review and downloading on the 
Department's webpage for the Centennial Specific Plan: 
http://planning.lacounty.gov/case/view/specific plan no 02 232 centennial specific pi 
an. Since July 9, 2018, additional information responsive to your request has been posted 
to the webpage. 

We have now uploaded electronic copies of approximately 2,760 pages worth of 
additional responsive documents scanned from the County's hard copy file for the 
Centennial Specific Plan to an FTP site, accessible at 
https:/Ispaces.hightail.com/receive/oWs2ps3LD7. The documents will be available to 
download for two weeks, until August 13, 2018, at which point they will be removed. 
Additionally, the Department has identified approximately two to three boxes of oversized 
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maps responsive to your request. You can make arrangements to inspect these maps 
by contacting Jodie Sackett, at the contact number or email address provided below. 

The Department is still in the process of searching for and collecting additional potentially 
responsive records. As the Department identifies additional responsive documents from 
its electronic and hard copy files for the Centennial Specific Plan, we will make them 
available to you as soon as possible. At this point, it is difficult to provide an exact 
estimate of when that will be given the broad scope of your request and the need to review 
the records for privileged material. As indicted in our prior response, if you would like to 
narrow the scope of your request to reduce the burdens on the Department, we 
encourage you to so. 

If you have any questions or would like to discuss ways to limit the scope of your request, 
you may contact Margaret Sohagi of The Sohagi Law Group, at (310) 475-5700 or Jodie 
Sackett of the Department of Regional Planning at (213) 974-6433 or 
jsackett@planning.lacounty.gov. 

Sincerely, 

DEPARTMENT OF REGIONAL PLANNING 
Amy J. Bodek, AICP 
Director 

Steven Jones, AICP, Acting Supervising Regional Planner 
Land Divisions Section 

AJB:SDJ:JDS 
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