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In order to understand how people in the United States perceive their impact on
wildlife and the environment, the Center for Biological Diversity conducted a
nationally representative online survey in the winter of 2019. The survey’s key
findings are broken down into four topics: population, family planning, climate
change and consumption. This fact sheet outlines the key findings of the
Population survey questions. To read the full report visit 
 biologicaldiversity.org/Contraception_Consumption.

Twitter: @ChooseWild

Facebook: @PopulationSustainability

https://www.biologicaldiversity.org/programs/population_and_sustainability/population/contraception_consumption


Population
People in the United States have a disproportionate impact on the environment. The goal of
endless growth ignores the reality that the planet has finite resources. 
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Concern about population growth and the environment is increasing. Relative to 2013,
people are significantly more likely to believe that global population growth is driving other
species to extinction.

By including questions about population growth in the survey, the Center wanted to understand
whether the public draws a correlation between the number of people on the planet and the
alarming rate of animal extinction. Overwhelmingly, they do.

Key finding 1: Seventy-three percent of respondents think the world’s

population is growing too fast. This represents a 23% increase over 2013

survey results.  Nearly three-fourths of respondents (73%) agree human

population growth is driving other animal species to extinction, a 13%

increase over 2013 survey results.

Two out of three respondents (67%) agree that stabilizing population

growth will help protect the environment. This is a 13% increase over

2013 survey results.

Chart 1. Rate your
agreement or
disagreement with
the statement:
“Stabilizing
population growth
will help protect the
environment.”
(2013/2019 response
comparison)



Population

The United States contains just 5% of the world’s population but uses 30% of all resources and
creates 30% of all waste.[i] Yet the debate continues about whether environmental degradation is
driven by human population growth or high consumption levels. The answer, of course, is that we
need to address both to successfully curb the extinction crisis. Most survey respondents agree.

Key finding 2: More than half of respondents (60%) see biodiversity loss as caused

by both human population growth and consumption levels.

[i] Story of Stuff. 2007. https://www.storyofstuff.org/wp content/uploads/2020/01/StoryofStuff_FactSheet.pdf

[ii] Blanco G., R. Gerlagh, S. Suh, J. Barrett, H.C. de Coninck, C.F. Diaz Morejon, R. Mathur, N. Nakicenovic, A. Ofosu
Ahenkora, J. Pan, H. Pathak, J. Rice, R. Richels, S.J. Smith, D.I. Stern, F.L. Toth, and P. Zhou, 2014: Drivers, Trends and
Mitigation. In: Climate Change 2014: Mitigation of Climate Change. Contribution of Working Group III to the Fifth
Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change [Edenhofer, O., R. Pichs-Madruga, Y. Sokona, E.
Farahani, S. Kadner, K. Seyboth, A. Adler, I. Baum, S. Brunner, P. Eickemeier, B. Kriemann, J. Savolainen, S. Schlömer, C.
von Stechow, T. Zwickel and J.C. Minx (eds.)]. Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, United Kingdom and New York,
NY, USA. https://www.ipcc.ch/site/assets/uploads/2018/02/ipcc_wg3_ar5_chapter5.pdf
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Although the problems and solutions are global, human impact varies greatly by factors such as
region and wealth. The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change notes that although each
person added to the planet increases greenhouse gas emissions, the gap in per capita emissions
between the highest and lowest emitting countries is vast — more than 50 times greater for the
highest emitters.[ii]  

Sixty percent say both population

growth and consumption levels

are responsible for the rapid loss

of species biodiversity. 

This proportion increases to 65%

among respondents who felt that

society has a moral responsibility

to prevent wildlife extinctions.

Among those who say both population growth and consumption levels are

responsible for biodiversity loss, the majority (66%) see it as a global issue.

Key finding 3: A vast majority of respondents (85%) think society has a

moral responsibility to prevent wildlife extinctions, and a majority (69%)

think society has a moral responsibility to slow human population

growth if it would help prevent extinctions.

One of the most interesting statistics gathered from the survey is that the vast majority (85%) of
respondents think society has a moral responsibility to prevent wildlife extinctions. 

https://www.storyofstuff.org/wp%20content/uploads/2020/01/StoryofStuff_FactSheet.pdf
https://www.ipcc.ch/site/assets/uploads/2018/02/ipcc_wg3_ar5_chapter5.pdf


Population
Two out of three (65%) indicate both human
population and consumption are primarily
responsible for the rapid loss of species
biodiversity. 
Two-thirds (67%) feel no challenge discussing
the topic of population growth with others.    
One-third (34%) voted for policymakers who
acknowledge that population pressures impact
the environment.

In addition, 69% of respondents say if widespread wildlife extinctions are unavoidable without slowing
human population growth, our society has a moral responsibility to address the issue. This is a 9%
increase over 2013 survey results, demonstrating a rise in concern about human activity driving the
extinction crisis. More than half a billion people were added to the planet between 2013 and 2019.[iii]
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[iii] U.S. Census Bureau. n.d. U.S. and World Population Clock. https://www.census.gov/popclock/

Respondents’ belief that

population growth is a

moral issue increases their

likelihood of voting for

reproductive rights.

Those that feel a moral responsibility

to address population growth are

27% more likely to vote for

policymakers who support

reproductive rights.

Figure 1. Morality and population growth

https://www.census.gov/popclock/


Population
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We surveyed 899 people distributed evenly across each of the 50 U.S. states and the District
of Columbia, proportionate to the U.S. Census Bureau’s population estimates for 2018, to
achieve statistically accurate results (95% confidence level). Respondents were recruited
online via the Amazon platform Mechanical Turk (“MTurk”) using both an English and Spanish
survey, and Survey Monkey was used to collect the data.  

The survey included questions from a previous survey conducted by the Center in 2013 to
gauge change over time. Results were analyzed using a series of basic statistical approaches
in SPSS software. We implemented several quality-control measures into our survey to
eliminate false respondents. For more information about the survey’s methodology visit:
biologicaldiversity.org/programs/population_and_sustainability/pdfs/
Contraception-and-Consumption-Survey-Report-Survey-Methodology-2020.pdf.

Survey  Methodology

https://www.biologicaldiversity.org/programs/population_and_sustainability/pdfs/Contraception-and-Consumption-Survey-Report-Survey-Methodology-2020.pdf
https://www.biologicaldiversity.org/programs/population_and_sustainability/pdfs/Contraception-and-Consumption-Survey-Report-Survey-Methodology-2020.pdf

