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In order to understand how people in the United States perceive their impact on
wildlife and the environment, the Center for Biological Diversity conducted a
nationally representative online survey in the winter of 2019. The survey’s key
findings are broken down into four topics: population, family planning, climate
change and consumption. This fact sheet outlines the key findings of the Climate
Change survey questions. To read the full report visit
biologicaldiversity.org/Contraception_Consumption.
Twitter: @ChooseWild
Facebook: @PopulationSustainability

biologicaldiversity.org/
contraception_consumption

Climate Change
If we don’t reduce our greenhouse gas pollution, sea levels worldwide
will rise another 3 or 4 feet on average — and perhaps up to 6.5 feet or
more — within this century due to melting glaciers and ice sheets.
But rising seas are just one example of the risks people face due to the climate crisis. Increasingly
intense storms and wildfires, rising temperatures and changing weather patterns pose a major
risk to us and our nation’s wildlife. The United States is home to more than 1,700 federally
protected threatened and endangered species, many of which depend on coastal and island
habitats, as well as forested areas, for survival.[i]
By including questions about climate change, the Center
wanted to see if the general public understands the connection
between population, consumption and the climate crisis and if that
connection affects their actions.

Key finding 1: Seventy-one percent of
respondents agree that human population
growth is making climate change worse. This is
a 14% increase over 2013 survey results.

Chart 1. Rate your
agreement or
disagreement with the
statement: “Human
population growth is
making climate
change worse.”
(2013/2019 response
comparison.)

[i] Center for Biological Diversity. 2013. Deadly Waters: How Rising Seas Threaten 233 Endangered Species.
https://www.biologicaldiversity.org/campaigns/sea-level_rise/pdfs/Sea_Level_Rise_Report_2013_web.pdf
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Climate Change
When asked what the top benefit is to addressing U.S. population growth, respondent understood
that it helps lower greenhouse gas emissions contributing to climate change (31%).
Chart 2. The top benefit you
see to addressing U.S.
population growth.
*For “Increase food security”,
the results relate only to our
English-speaking respondents.

Key finding 2: Those that believe the climate crisis is very or critically
important are more likely to see the connections between climate
change and population size, consumption and the extinction crisis.
Table 1. Attitudinal differences for those that believe the climate crisis is very or
critically important.
In comparison to those
that don’t think the climate
crisis is important

In comparison to
overall survey
respondents

Human population growth is
making climate change worse.

36% more likely
to strongly agree

13% more likely
to strongly agree

Immigrants, people of color and
other marginalized communities
disproportionately lack access to
healthcare.

35% more likely
to strongly agree

13% more likely
to strongly agree

The U.S. is doing too little to protect
natural resources like water, air,
wildlife and land.

33% more likely
to agree

12% more likely
to agree

Society has a moral responsibility to
prevent wildlife extinctions.

23% more likely
to agree

8% more likely to
strongly agree

Statement or Question

biologicaldiversity.org/contraception_consumption

Climate Change
Key finding 3: One-third of respondents believe climate change
may compel others to choose to have fewer children.
Climate change is cited by young people as a reason to have fewer children.[ii] Thus a new
question was added to the 2019 survey that prompted respondents to “State your agreement or
disagreement with the sentence: ‘Climate change compels Americans to have fewer children.’ ”
One-third of respondents (33%) somewhat or strongly agree with this statement; however, the
results are split evenly between agree, not sure and disagree, showing a variety of attitudes
around this emerging issue.
Chart 3. Rate your agreement or disagreement with the statement: “Climate change compels
Americans to choose to have fewer children.”

People who are currently and/or are willing to talk to their partner about the number of children
they want are slightly more likely to believe that climate change compels Americans to have fewer
children than the general population.
However, agreement or disagreement with this statement seems to have little effect on personal
future fertility decisions. Sixty-three percent of all survey respondents said they do not plan to
have future children — though some respondents are already parents — and the percentage is
similar for those that agree (61%) and those that disagree (64%) that climate change compels
Americans to have fewer children.
[ii] Business Insider. 2019. https://www.businessinsider.com/millennials-americans-worry-about-kids-children-climatechange-poll-2019-3
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Climate Change
Survey Methodology
We surveyed 899 people distributed evenly across each of the 50 U.S. states and
the District of Columbia, proportionate to the U.S. Census Bureau’s population
estimates for 2018, to achieve statistically accurate results (95% confidence
level). Respondents were recruited online via the Amazon platform Mechanical
Turk (“MTurk”) using both an English and Spanish survey, and Survey Monkey was
used to collect the data.
The survey included questions from a previous
survey conducted by the Center in 2013 to gauge change over time. Results were
analyzed using a series of basic statistical approaches in SPSS software. We
implemented several quality-control measures into our survey to eliminate false
respondents. For more information about the survey’s methodology visit:
biologicaldiversity.org/programs/population_and_sustainability/pdfs/
Contraception-and-Consumption-Survey-Report-Survey-Methodology-2020.pdf.
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