
Lieutenant General Scott Spellmon, Chief of Engineers and Commanding General
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
441 G Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20314-1000

Amanda Lefton, Director
Bureau of Ocean Energy Management
1849 C Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20240

Martha Williams, Director
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
1849 C Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20240

Richard Spinrad, NOAA Administrator
U.S. Department of Commerce
1401 Constitution AvenueNW, Room 5128
Washington, DC 20230

Re: Amplify Energy’s San Pedro Bay Pipeline Repair Project

Lieutenant General Spellmon,

CC: Amanda Lefton, Martha Williams, Richard Spinrad

The undersigned organizations, representing over 2.5 million members and supporters,
recognizing the traditional homelands of the Acjachemen and Tongva Nations, join members of
the California congressional delegation calling on the Biden administration to require a
comprehensive and site-specific review of the San Pedro Bay Pipeline Repair Project. We
expect the full review to result in denial due to the impacts of continued operation of an aging
pipeline with increasing likelihood of leaks and spills each passing year.

The October 2021 spill from Amplify Energy’s pipeline spewed approximately 25,000 gallons of
oil into the ocean and into the lands and waters of the Tongva and Acjachemen Peoples. The
San Pedro Bay Pipeline, like many others, has surpassed its intended lifespan and is beyond
the age that scientists say significantly increases the risk of spills and other accidents. This is



just one pipeline in a maze of many decades-old pipelines connecting offshore oil and gas
drilling and processing platforms regulated by the federal government to onshore processing
facilities.

California has been suffering the ills of offshore drilling for decades. Its ocean, wildlife, and
communities have endured a chronic pattern of oil spills and toxic pollution for far too long.
While a small percentage of the platforms off our coast are being decommissioned, offshore
drilling -- and all the numerous harms that come along with it -- remains a substantial threat.

As such, the Biden administration should immediately suspend and ultimately cancel the
remaining leases off California as it has the authority to do under the Outer Continental Shelf
Lands Act. At the very least, the administration should keep the operations that are currently
suspended shut down -- and suspend activity on other existing leases -- unless and until a
comprehensive evaluation of the harms to our environment, endangered wildlife, and coastal
communities is completed. What we are seeing instead is important decisions about offshore oil
drilling happening without sufficient scrutiny and public involvement.

Furthermore, oil and gas infrastructure that facilitates the continued production of fossil fuel is
incompatible with a livable planet and stable climate. According to a recent United Nations
report, “rapid, deep cuts in greenhouse gas emissions” are necessary for governments to avoid
1.5 degrees Celsius warming leading to severe and irreversible impacts to food and water
security, public health and safety, and biodiversity. The United States government cannot
continue to approve new offshore oil and gas drilling when our very survival depends on
reducing our emissions.

Finally, we call on the Biden administration to issue a new 5-year offshore drilling plan with no
new oil and gas leasing, which it has the authority to do under the Outer Continental Shelf
Lands Act. Countless other major disasters like the October 2021 spill await us if the
administration chooses to issue new lease sales for offshore oil and gas operations. Decisions
must be made today to stem the rampant and devastating flow of oil and gas into the ocean, the
atmosphere, and communities.

We urge the Biden administration’s Interior Department and Army Corps of Engineers to (1)
reverse course on the proposed use of Clean Water Act Nationwide Permit 12 for the San Pedro
Bay Pipeline Repair Project and instead conduct a full environmental review with public input
and participation and (2) prevent decades of continued and worsening oil disasters by delivering
on the promise of no new federal fossil fuel leasing.

Sincerely,

Brady Bradshaw
Senior Oceans Campaigner
Center for Biological Diversity

https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/wg2/


Angela Mooney D’Arcy
Executive Director
Sacred Places Institute for Indigenous Peoples

Pete Stauffer
Ocean Protection Manager
Surfrider Foundation

Aaron McCall
Federal Advocacy Coordinator
California Environmental Voters &
California Environmental Voters Education Fund

Katherine Pease
Director of Science, Policy & Outreach
Heal The Bay

Garry Brown
Founding Director
Orange County Coastkeeper

Maura Monagan
Policy & Government Affairs Manageer
LA Waterkeeper

Morgan Goodwin
Senior Director
Angeles Chapter of The Sierra Club

Mati Waiya
Executive Director
Wishtoyo Chumash Foundation

Irene Kao
Executive Director
Courage California

Ashley Eagle-Gibbs
Legal and Policy Director
Environmental Action Committee of West Marin

Debbie McGuire, MBA
Executive Director
Wetlands and Wildlife Care Center


