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September 24, 2021 

Hon. Joseph R. Biden 

President 

The White House 

1600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW 

Washington, DC 20500 

 

Dear President Biden: 

 

Your commitment both to reducing the impact of the oil, gas and petrochemical industries 

on communities that have been burdened by these industries and on addressing climate 

change by reducing production of greenhouse gases such as carbon dioxide and methane 

is extremely admirable. The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) is one of the most 

important components of the federal government when it comes to addressing these issues.  

 

As Commander of Joint Task Force Katrina in 2005, I developed a keen sense of the risks that 

Gulf Coast communities face as a result of the destructive force of hurricanes. In addition, my 

work along the Gulf Coast in recent years has led me to develop a great concern about the 

contribution of greenhouse gas emissions to global warming.  

 

As I’m sure you know, both Louisiana and Texas are targeted for development of liquefied 

natural gas (LNG) facilities. This gas would not be used in the United States. Instead, it would 

be exported to countries elsewhere in the world. Residents of Gulf Coast hurricane zones 

would face the risks associated with these facilities without receiving any benefits. 

 

LNG facilities can cause catastrophic fires, with massive damage for miles around. The major 

component of gas, methane, is associated with a wide array of serious health impacts. It is 

also a potent climate change pollutant. 

 

Methane escapes from gas infrastructure throughout the supply chain, all the way from the 

wellhead to the point at which the gas is actually used. Industry uses jargon terms for these 

escapes, such as “flaring,” “venting,” and “fugitive emissions.” This escaping methane, 

whatever it is called, creates both human health hazards and risks of catastrophic fires. While 
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FERC has in the past often mindlessly approved destructive facilities, we have a chance, 

under your leadership, to embark on a new course.  

 

You recently nominated Willie L. Phillips, Jr. to serve on FERC. In order to determine whether 

Mr. Phillips will help take us down a different path, I ask that you have him provide written 

answers to the following questions regarding LNG facilities.   

 

I would like to receive a copy of his answers to these questions.  

 

My hope is that Mr. Phillips will be a climate and environmental justice champion if his 

nomination is confirmed by the Senate. His answers to these questions will go a long way to 

enable those of us concerned with these issues to determine whether this is a role that he will 

play.  

 

 

In order to determine whether Mr. Phillips will help take us down a different path, I ask that you 

have him answer the following questions regarding LNG facilities. I realize that there are other 

important areas over which FERC has jurisdiction, including interstate gas pipelines and 

electricity regulation. I limit myself here, however, just to issues associated with LNG. 

 

1. Do you plan to require that a full environmental impact statement (EIS) be prepared 

pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) for every newly-proposed 

LNG facility and for every proposed expansion? 

2. How do you plan to include in NEPA reviews analyses of environmental impacts on 

communities of color that that have historically borne a great deal of the burden of 

destructive projects? 

3. Do you think there is a way to mitigate these impacts in any way other than refusing to 

approve these projects? 

4. How do you plan to address climate impacts in NEPA reviews? 

5. To what extent would these reviews address methane leakage at extraction sites and 

pipelines that feed LNG facilities? 

6. To what extent would these reviews address the increase in greenhouse gases that 

would be emitted elsewhere in the world as a result of U.S.-produced gas being burned 

in those places? 

7. How do you plan to address the likelihood of more frequent and more intense 

hurricanes in the review process for LNG facilities? 

 

I look forward to receiving Mr. Phillips’s responses to these questions. Thank you very much for 

your interest in helping Gulf Coast communities. 

 

Respectfully, 

 

Russel L. Honore’ 

LTG, USA, Retired 


