
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Honorable President-Elect Joe Biden 
United States of America 

1120 20th St. NW 
Washington, DC 20036 

Honorable Vice President-Elect Kamala Harris 
United States of America 

1120 20th St. NW 
Washington, DC 20036 

 

 
Attn:     Chiquita Brooks-LaSure, HHS Review Team 

Robert Gordon, HHS Review Team 
John Williams, FCC Review Team 
Dr. David Kessler, COVID-19 Advisory Board 
Dr. Vivek Murthy, COVID-19 Advisory Board 
Dr. Marcella Nunez-Smith, COVID-19 Advisory Board  

 

 
December 4, 2020 

 

Request for an Immediate National Utilities Shut-off Moratorium and Long-Term 

Actions for Utility Justice  
 
Dear President-Elect Biden and Vice President-Elect Harris:  

 

On behalf of our millions of members and supporters nationwide, we urge you to implement a 

nationwide moratorium on the shut-offs of electricity, water, broadband, and all other essential utility 

services during the COVID-19 pandemic and the ensuing economic strife. We ask that you take executive 

action on day one to address our country’s deepening shutoff crisis.  

Further, while a nationwide moratorium provides a necessary respite during this crisis, it does not 

tackle the systemic issues driving these all-too-common utility injustices across America. We therefore 

urge you to invest significant stimulus funds into long-term solutions, including funding for distributed 

clean energy systems and support public renewable energy infrastructure, for broadband affordability and 

equity supports, and for public water infrastructure and percentage-of-income water affordability plans, 

which enhance the long-term energy, broadband, and water resilience for all communities, in particular 

low-wealth households, communities of color, and Indigenous peoples across the country. 

Public support for a nationwide utility shut-off moratorium is vast: last April 2020, 830 

organizations—including utility justice, civil rights, energy democracy and justice, environmental justice, 

conservation, faith, labor, health advocate, consumer advocate, and legal educational organizations—

called on Congress to pass legislation implementing such a moratorium. While the House of 

Representatives has twice passed a COVID relief bill that includes this critical protection, the GOP-

controlled Senate has failed to act for the people.  

The COVID-19 emergency has resulted in unprecedented job losses, the burden of which is 

disproportionately harming low-wealth families, especially in communities of color and American Indian 

and Alaska Native communities. This loss of income threatens the ability of families to pay their rent or 
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mortgage, to buy food, and to shoulder monthly bills for electricity, water, broadband, and other essential 

utility services. Access to water is foundational to living and fighting the coronavirus, which necessitates 

constant hand-washing and sanitation. Electricity access is necessary for families to keep their lights, 

refrigerators, and key medical devices on. Broadband access is essential for low-income students who 

face being left behind as education moves online, for people who have lost jobs to search for new 

employment, and for families to access telemedicine and receive up-to-date information about the 

pandemic. No one should ever be forced into the impossible position of choosing between food and 

connection, between shelter and healthcare, between water and heat. 

These injustices existed long before the pandemic, which has both exacerbated these chronic 

issues and highlighted their urgency. In 2017, nearly 19 million households reported receiving notice that 

they were at risk of having a utility service disconnected due to lack of payment. Before the pandemic, 22 

percent of households nationwide did not have internet at home. Lacking access to essential electric, 

broadband, and water services disproportionately harms low-wealth communities, communities of color, 

and Indigenous peoples. 

We urge you to act quickly to implement a nationwide utility shut-off moratorium for all essential 

services via executive action that can be taken immediately, as expanded on below, and to offer struggling 

families immediate and life-saving relief in the midst of this national health crisis. We also urge you to 

build on these actions by making utility justice a priority for this administration and pursuing the long-

term funding and regulatory solutions necessary to ensure that water, power, and broadband services are 

universally accessible and affordable. 

 

Executive Actions on Day 1 

 
1. Direct the CDC to issue a moratorium on energy, water, and broadband shut-offs for nonpayment 

and restore service where previously disconnected. As with housing, utility access is critical to 

ensure individuals live in safe and healthy conditions and that stay-at-home and other pandemic-

related orders are effective. The CDC director should use their authority under Section 361 of the 

Public Health Services Act to issue a moratorium that bars utility shut offs, as the CDC did with 

evictions, but should also include provisions ensuring that:  

1. Utilities are required to maintain customers’ service rather than requiring an affirmative 

declaration from their customers; 

2. Utilities are prohibited from charging late fees and instituting other punitive measures for 

nonpayment; 

3. Utilities are required to ensure customers have access to payment assistance programs 

and deferred payment plans or arrearage management programs; 

4. The moratorium lasts for the duration of the public health emergency plus an additional 

12 months to provide customers with a buffer period to pay off their debt; and 

5. There is a clear enforcement mechanism such as an order to utility regulators and local 

governments to ensure enforcement or the development of a separate enforcement 

agency.  

2. Appoint a director to the CDC who will champion utility access and equity as a public health 

priority, particularly during COVID.  

3. Appoint an FCC Chair to immediately reclassify broadband internet access service as a 

telecommunications service, and to use their broad authority under Title II of the 

Communications Act to impose a nationwide moratorium on broadband and phone service 

disconnections for nonpayment during the Covid-19 pandemic, with safe service restoration for 

all households previously disconnected for nonpayment, and waivers of all relevant reconnection 

fees as well as data cap overage fees. 
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Long-term Infrastructure Stimulus   

 
All utilities:  

1. Encourage agencies (e.g., CDC, FCC, FERC, etc) to develop an emergency moratorium on utility 

shut offs that is automatically triggered when future public health, climate, or other emergencies 

are declared.  

2. Support legislative efforts to establish long-term emergency planning for utility access and 

equity.  

 
Power: 

1. Support legislative Green New Deal efforts to (i) finance and spur distributed energy generation, 

including community solar and rooftop solar, as well as battery storage and smart grid 

infrastructure to provide long-term energy and climate resilience for all American families;  and 

(ii) establish energy affordability, including percentage-of-income payment programs and 

arrearage management programs for low- and moderate-income households and households 
negatively affected by the COVID-19 pandemic;  

2. Use the President’s existing  executive authorities to redirect funding and provide loan guarantees 

to spur the development of long-term clean energy solutions including distributed solar and 

storage; direct agencies to remove barriers to community-owned solar diffusion and provide 

technical assistance to communities to develop and operate these programs, including working to 

unlock private finance; Support research, legislative, and regulatory efforts to reform the electric 

utility business model to create a clean and equitable energy system for all; and  

3. Ensure that federal agencies, including federal power authorities (e.g., TVA), are leaders in clean 

and distributed energy adoption by requiring fully renewable portfolios with an ambitious carve-

out of distributed energy resources.  

 
Broadband:  

1. Work with Congress to implement a monthly emergency broadband benefit of up to $50 per 

month available to all low-income households and those financially impacted by the Covid-19 

pandemic to put towards any broadband plan of their choosing. The benefit should last for the 

duration of the national health emergency and at least 6 months beyond. 

2. Champion the passage of the Accessible, Affordable Internet for All Act and the Emergency 

Broadband Connections Act, or similar legislation which includes broadband pricing 

transparency requirements, digital equity funding, support for public broadband options, and key 

measures to preserve the FCC’s Lifeline program which helps low-income households connect to 

basic communications services. 

3. Support the FCC in using its broad authority under Title II to expand and modernize the Lifeline 

program to adequately support subsidies for broadband internet access service. 

 
Water:  

1. Support the Emergency Water Is a Human Right Act and other legislative efforts to establish 

water affordability programs with percentage-of-income payment plans and arrearage 

management programs for low- and moderate-income households and households experiencing 

lost wages and jobs due to COVID-19; and 

2. Champion the passage of the Water Affordability, Transparency, Equity, and Reliability 

(WATER) Act as part of an infrastructure stimulus package to restore the federal government’s 

commitment to funding drinking water and wastewater infrastructure and promote universal 

access to safe and affordable public water for every person in the country.  
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Sincerely, 

 

 

Lead Organizations for No Utility Shutoffs Coalition  
 

Jean Su 

Director, Energy Justice Program 

CENTER FOR BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY 

 

Alissa Weinman 

Senior Organizer 

CORPORATE ACCOUNTABILITY 
 

Mary Grant 

Public Water for All Campaign Director 

FOOD & WATER ACTION 
 

Dana Floberg 

Policy Manager 

FREE PRESS ACTION 
 

Chandra Farley 

Just Energy Director 

PARTNERSHIP FOR SOUTHERN EQUITY 

 

 

 

Johanna Bozuwa 

Manager, Climate & Energy Program 

THE DEMOCRACY COLLABORATIVE 

 

 

 

Additional Resources on Status of Utility Shutoffs: 

 
1. ENERGY:  The Center for Biological Diversity’s Live Tracker on Electricity Shutoffs 

Moratoria  shows that expiring state-level electricity shut-off moratoria could leave as few as six 

states with binding protections by mid-November. Currently, 33 states have no moratorium on 

electricity shutoffs. 

2. BROADBAND: An investigation revealed that nearly 500 complaints have been filed with the 

FCC over internet shut-offs by broadband providers that had signed the voluntary Keep 

Americans Connected pledge, despite the pledge’s exhortation not to disconnect internet service 

for nonpayment. Now that the FCC has sunset its pledge, many providers have walked back these 

already-shaky promises, even as they raise prices and fees. 

3. WATER: Food & Water Action’s  Live Tracker shows 25 state moratoriums on water shutoffs 

and at least 200 local moratoriums have already expired, and 190 million people (58% of the 

country) are not protected from losing basic water services, as of December 1.    

 

 

Attachments 
• 830+ group organizational letter 

• 113 Member of Congress letter  

• House Oversight letter asking the CDC for a shutoff moratorium, organizational sign-on letter to 

the CDC, and the CDC response  

https://www.biologicaldiversity.org/campaigns/energy-justice-during-crises/
https://www.biologicaldiversity.org/campaigns/energy-justice-during-crises/
https://www.biologicaldiversity.org/programs/energy-justice/pdfs/July-21-2020-Issue-Brief_State-Moratoria-on-Electric-ShutOffs.pdf
https://www.dailydot.com/debug/fcc-coronavirus-pledge-complaints/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/153Ze6RRZ-ZZ9oVkaSErhVHGMv3Z4laQDs0GRO7UmYnQ/edit#gid=1588934391
https://www.biologicaldiversity.org/programs/energy-justice/pdfs/2020-4-13_Signon-Letter-re-Coronavirus-and-Utility-Shutoff.pdf
https://www.merkley.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/20.04.15%20Bicameral%20Utility%20Access%20Letter%20Final.pdf
https://oversight.house.gov/sites/democrats.oversight.house.gov/files/2020-10-05.Rouda%20Tlaib%20to%20Redfield-CDC%20re%20Water%20Shutoff.pdf
https://www.foodandwaterwatch.org/sites/default/files/request-for-national-water-shutoff-moratorium-2020-10-21.pdf
https://www.foodandwaterwatch.org/sites/default/files/request-for-national-water-shutoff-moratorium-2020-10-21.pdf
https://www.foodandwaterwatch.org/sites/default/files/cdc1_response_-_letter_re_utilities_water_cutoff_final_1.pdf
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April 13, 2020 

 

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi 

Speaker of the House 

United States House of Representatives 

Washington, DC 20515 

 

The Honorable Mitch McConnell 

Majority Leader 

United States Senate 

Washington, DC 20510 

 

 

The Honorable Chuck Schumer 

Minority Leader 

United States Senate 

Washington, DC 20510 

 

The Honorable Kevin McCarthy 

Minority Leader 

United States House of Representatives 

Washington, DC 20515 

 

Re:  INCLUSION OF NATIONWIDE MORATORIUM ON ELECTRICITY, WATER, BROADBAND, AND 

ALL OTHER ESSENTIAL UTILITY SHUT-OFFS AS PART OF NEXT COVID-19 RESCUE 

PACKAGE 

Dear Speaker Pelosi, Leader Schumer, Leader McConnell, and Leader McCarthy: 

On behalf of our millions of members and supporters nationwide, we, the undersigned 830 

organizations—including utility justice, civil rights, energy democracy and justice, environmental justice, 

conservation, faith, labor, health advocate, consumer advocate, and legal educational organizations—urge 

you to implement a nationwide moratorium on the shut-offs of electricity, water, broadband, and all 

other essential utilities as part of the next COVID-19 rescue package. Further, while a nationwide 

moratorium provides a necessary temporary respite during this COVID-19 crisis, it does not tackle the 

systemic issues driving these all-too-common utility injustices across America. We therefore urge you to 

invest significant stimulus funds into long-term solutions, including funding and financing for 

distributed clean energy systems and funding for percentage-of-income payment plans for 

municipal water systems, broadband, and other utility services, which enhance the long-term energy, 

water, and utility resilience for all communities, in particular low-wealth households, communities of 

color, and tribes across the country.  

While we thank Congress for the CARES Act’s inclusion of important paycheck and eviction 

protection measures, the act unfortunately failed to include any moratorium on shut-offs of the basic 

utility services that families need to survive and protect themselves during this health pandemic. We 

applaud and thank Speaker Pelosi and House Chairpersons Lowey, Neal, Pallone, DeFazio, Scott, 

Velazquez, Waters, Maloney, and Lofgren for including provisions effectuating a utility shut-offs 

moratorium in H.R. 6379 Taking Responsibility for Workers and Families Act. We also applaud and 

thank Senators Merkley and Markey, Representatives Lawrence, Tlaib, and Dingell and other members of 

Congress for their leadership in spearheading letters and introducing legislation calling for a moratorium 

on utility shut-offs.
 1
 The public support for the nationwide moratorium is vast; at the start of the crisis, 

                                                 
1
  Letter to Congressional leadership calling for moratorium on all utility shut-offs led by Senator Merkley 

and 15 senators (March 20, 2020), https://www.merkley.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/20.03.20% 

20Utility%20Access%20Letter.pdf; Senate Resolution halting electric and gas disconnections, introduced by 

Senator Markey and 7 senators (March 30, 2020), https://www.markey.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/ 

 

https://www.merkley.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/20.03.20%20Utility%20Access%20Letter.pdf
https://www.merkley.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/20.03.20%20Utility%20Access%20Letter.pdf
https://www.markey.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/Energy%20moratorium%20resolution.pdf
Mary Grant
Attachment 1
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over 600 organizations called for a nationwide moratorium on utility shut-offs, subsequently followed by 

multiple organizational letters representing the views of millions of Americans.
2
 With such widespread 

support across Congress and the public, we urge that both the House and Senate champion the basic 

human rights of people in the next COVID-19 stimulus package by including robust moratorium 

provisions on utility shut-offs to address this issue head-on.   

The COVID-19 emergency is resulting in the widespread loss of jobs that is unprecedented in 

modern history—and in particular, is disproportionately harming low-wealth families, especially in 

communities of color and American Indian and Alaska Native communities. This loss of income threatens 

the ability of families to pay their rent or mortgage, to buy food, and to shoulder monthly bills for 

electricity, water, broadband, heat, and other essential utility services. These utility services must be 

retained to ensure basic family survival and to fight the health pandemic at ground zero. Access to water 

is foundational to living and fighting the coronavirus, which necessitates constant hand-washing and 

sanitation. Electricity access is necessary for families to keep their lights, refrigerators, and key medical 

devices on and to power air conditioning as summer ensues. Broadband access is essential for low-income 

students who face being left behind as education moves online, for people who have lost jobs to search 

for new employment, and for families to receive up-to-date information about the coronavirus during 

shelter-in-place orders. Families should never be put in the impossible position where they must choose 

between food and sustaining access to their power and water services, or between shelter and getting care 

for the coronavirus or other illnesses.  

First, we request Congress to implement a robust nationwide moratorium on all utility 

shut-offs, reinstatement of disconnected services, waiver of late-payment fees, and forgiveness of all 

bills for low-wealth households for the duration of the emergency and an extended grace period. To 

the extent that some state regulators and power providers have already instituted moratoria on electricity 

shut-offs, we call for national legislation that ensures that utility shut-off moratoria are implemented 

across all jurisdictions and that such moratoria have meaningful protections, particularly for struggling 

families. Over the course of the last several weeks, only half of all state governments, some local 

                                                                                                                                                             
Energy%20moratorium%20resolution.pdf ; Letter to Congressional leadership led by Representative Lawrence and 

joined by 80 house representatives calling for national moratorium on water shut-offs (April 7, 2020), 

https://lawrence.house.gov/sites/lawrence.house.gov/files/wysiwyg_uploaded/Lawrence%20Final%20Water%20Fu

nding%20Letter.pdf ; Introduction of Emergency Water is a Human Right Act by Representatives Tlaib, Dingell, 

and 63 house representatives (April 10, 2020), https://tlaib.house.gov/sites/tlaib.house.gov/files/ 

TLAIB_077_xml_SIGNED.pdf; Letter to Congressional Leadership calling for funding for broadband access for 

distance learning led by Sen. Markey and 31 senators (April 2, 2020), https://www.markey.senate.gov/imo/ 

media/doc/Coronavirus%20Stimulus%204%20Homework%20Gap%20Funding.pdf. 
2
  Letter from 600 organizations calling for nationwide moratorium on water, power, and all utility shut-offs 

(March 19, 2020), https://www.biologicaldiversity.org/programs/energy-justice/pdfs/Signon-Letter-re-Coronavirus-

and-Electricity.pdf; Letter from 144 organizations urging Congress to include nationwide moratorium on utility 

shut-offs in COVID-19 Package No. 3 (March 24, 2020), https://biologicaldiversity.org/programs/energy-

justice/pdfs/2020-3-24_FINAL-Congressional-Signon-Letter-re-Coronavirus-and-Electric.pdf; Letter from 233 

organizations urging Congress to include nationwide moratorium on water utility shut-offs in COVID-19 Package 

No. 4 (April 7, 2020), https://www.foodandwaterwatch.org/sites/default/files/2020-04-07-organizationsignonletter-

includefederalwaterfunding_2.pdf.    

https://www.markey.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/Energy%20moratorium%20resolution.pdf
https://lawrence.house.gov/sites/lawrence.house.gov/files/wysiwyg_uploaded/Lawrence%20Final%20Water%20Funding%20Letter.pdf
https://lawrence.house.gov/sites/lawrence.house.gov/files/wysiwyg_uploaded/Lawrence%20Final%20Water%20Funding%20Letter.pdf
https://tlaib.house.gov/sites/tlaib.house.gov/files/TLAIB_077_xml_SIGNED.pdf
https://tlaib.house.gov/sites/tlaib.house.gov/files/TLAIB_077_xml_SIGNED.pdf
https://www.markey.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/Coronavirus%20Stimulus%204%20Homework%20Gap%20Funding.pdf
https://www.markey.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/Coronavirus%20Stimulus%204%20Homework%20Gap%20Funding.pdf
https://www.biologicaldiversity.org/programs/energy-justice/pdfs/Signon-Letter-re-Coronavirus-and-Electricity.pdf
https://www.biologicaldiversity.org/programs/energy-justice/pdfs/Signon-Letter-re-Coronavirus-and-Electricity.pdf
https://biologicaldiversity.org/programs/energy-justice/pdfs/2020-3-24_FINAL-Congressional-Signon-Letter-re-Coronavirus-and-Electric.pdf
https://biologicaldiversity.org/programs/energy-justice/pdfs/2020-3-24_FINAL-Congressional-Signon-Letter-re-Coronavirus-and-Electric.pdf
https://www.foodandwaterwatch.org/sites/default/files/2020-04-07-organizationsignonletter-includefederalwaterfunding_2.pdf
https://www.foodandwaterwatch.org/sites/default/files/2020-04-07-organizationsignonletter-includefederalwaterfunding_2.pdf
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governments, and numerous private and public utilities have implemented moratoria on utility shut-offs 

that, unfortunately, vary greatly in coverage and scope.
3
 To resolve the existing patchwork of moratoria, 

Congress should institute a nationwide moratorium on the shut-offs of all essential utilities that applies 

across the entire United States so that no family is unfairly left behind.  

Moreover, the nationwide moratorium must be robust in duration, coverage and scope to offer 

meaningful protections to people. First, the nationwide moratorium must last for at least six months 

beyond the end date of the national state of emergency, in order to allow a sufficient grace period for 

families to recover from unemployment and other coronavirus-related impacts. Second, the legislation 

must ensure that all households whose services have already been cut off are reconnected. Third, the 

moratorium should waive all late payment fee accrual on utility bills through the end of the grace period. 

Finally, the legislation should forgive all bill payments for low-wealth people through the end of the grace 

period.  

Second, we request Congress address the systemic issues underlying utility shut-offs by 

investing significant stimulus funds into long-term solutions, including financing and funding 

distributed clean energy systems and funding percentage-of-income payment plans for municipal 

water systems, broadband and other essential utilities. Unfortunately, millions of families each year 

are cut off from their utility services, and the coronavirus emergency exacerbates and highlights the 

urgency of these chronic issues.
 
According to the most recently available 2017 data from the U.S. Census 

Bureau, 1.2 million households (or approximately 1% of total households) experienced utility shut-offs 

within the past three months of taking the survey, and 18.4 million households (or approximately 15% of 

total households) reported receiving notice within the prior three months to have utilities shut off for 

missed payments.
4
 Further, a national survey found that the average water utility disconnected 5% of 

households for nonpayment in 2016, affecting an estimated 15 million Americans.
5

 Finally, 

approximately 22% of households nationwide do not have home internet, including more than four 

million households with school-age children. Lacking access to these essential utility services 

disproportionately harms low-wealth communities, communities of color, and tribes.
6
 Moreover, the 

climate emergency has exacerbated the country’s extreme weather conditions—through unprecedented 

                                                 
3
  See Energy Policy Institute, LIVE: Utilities that have and have not suspended disconnects amid COVID-19, 

https://www.energyandpolicy.org/utilities-disconnect-coronavirus/ (last updated April 3, 2020); Food & Water 

Watch, Local/State Water Shutoff Moratoria Amidst Coronavirus (last updated April 9, 2020), 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/153Ze6RRZ-ZZ9oVkaSErhVHGMv3Z4laQDs0GRO7UmYnQ/ 

edit#gid=1796772260. 
4
  U.S. Census Bureau, American Housing Survey, 2017 Delinquent Payments and Notices, 

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/ahs/data/interactive/ahstablecreator.html?s_areas=00000&s_ 

year=2017&s _tablename=TABLE1&s_bygroup1=1&s_bygroup2=1&s_filtergroup1=1&s_filtergroup2=1. 
5
   Food & Water Watch, America’s Secret Water Crisis, October 2018, 

https://www.foodandwaterwatch.org/sites/default/files/rpt_1810_watershutoffs-web2.pdf. 
6
  See, e.g., NAACP Environmental and Climate Justice Program, Lights Out in the Cold: Reforming Utility 

https://www.naacp.org/climate-justice-resources/lights-Shut-Off Policies as if Human Rights Matter, March 2017, 

out-in-the-cold/. The consequences of poverty are literally fatal; for example, without electricity access, lives have 

been lost due to extreme heat and cold, as well as disconnection from life-saving devices like respirators and 

medicines requiring refrigeration. 

https://www.energyandpolicy.org/utilities-disconnect-coronavirus/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/153Ze6RRZ-ZZ9oVkaSErhVHGMv3Z4laQDs0GRO7UmYnQ/edit#gid=1796772260
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/153Ze6RRZ-ZZ9oVkaSErhVHGMv3Z4laQDs0GRO7UmYnQ/edit#gid=1796772260
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/ahs/data/interactive/ahstablecreator.html?s_areas=00000&s_year=2017&s_tablename=TABLE1&s_bygroup1=1&s_bygroup2=1&s_filtergroup1=1&s_filtergroup2=1
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/ahs/data/interactive/ahstablecreator.html?s_areas=00000&s_year=2017&s_tablename=TABLE1&s_bygroup1=1&s_bygroup2=1&s_filtergroup1=1&s_filtergroup2=1
https://www.foodandwaterwatch.org/sites/default/files/rpt_1810_watershutoffs-web2.pdf
https://www.naacp.org/climate-justice-resources/lights-out-in-the-cold/
https://www.naacp.org/climate-justice-resources/lights-out-in-the-cold/
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wild fires, heat waves, and increased frequency and intensity of storms—that necessitate a greater demand 

in electricity, water, and broadband services for survival and to maintain a basic standard of living, most 

especially in American Indian and Alaska Native and rural regions. 

Therefore, we urge Congress to fund and finance long-term solutions that address the systemic 

issues driving utility shut-offs across America. First, Congress should implement a permanent ban on all 

utility shut-offs for all low-wealth families. Second, regarding electricity, Congress should inject 

significant stimulus funds into the establishment of and access to distributed clean energy systems, 

especially rooftop and community solar. Distributed clean energy generation is vital to equitable 

community development, local job generation, and the energy security and resilience of communities in 

the long-term. As millions across the country face the threat of electricity shut-offs due to coronavirus-

precipitated job losses, it is more apparent than ever that decentralized systems can help families generate 

their own power and decrease dependence on centralized utilities to weather such crises, only sure to rise 

in the face of growing wealth inequality and increasing climate impacts.
 7
 Moreover, we urge Congress to 

tackle our nation’s water affordability crisis head-on by fully funding municipal or rural water 

infrastructure through the Environmental Protection Agency’s State Revolving Loan Programs, the U.S. 

Department of Agriculture’s Rural Water Grant Program, and other grant programs, and by providing 

funds to help municipal, nonprofit or rural systems establish percentage-of-income payment plans for 

water, sewer and stormwater bills, with arrearage forgiveness for low-income households. With respect to 

broadband services, we urge Congress to provide substantial funding for emergency broadband 

connectivity programs, aimed at connecting low-income families and those experiencing job and income 

loss due to the pandemic, both to meet immediate need and to support those struggling through the 

impending recession. Similar treatment of other essential utilities is also urged.  

Thank you for your consideration of this urgent request.
 8
 

 

 

[Signatures start on next page.] 

 

                                                 
7
  See National Renewable Energy Laboratory, Distributed Energy Planning for Climate Resilience (2018), 

https://www.nrel.gov/docs/fy18osti/71310.pdf; see also See J.Farrell, Community Solar Power: Obstacles and 

Opportunities, The New Rules Project (2010), https://ilsr.org/wp-content/uploads/files/communitysolarpower2.pdf. 
8
  For any questions regarding this letter, please reach out to Jean Su at the Center for Biological Diversity 

(jsu@biologicaldiversity.org) and Chandra Farley at the Partnership for Southern Equity (cfarley@psequity.org).  

https://www.nrel.gov/docs/fy18osti/71310.pdf
https://ilsr.org/wp-content/uploads/files/communitysolarpower2.pdf
mailto:jsu@biologicaldiversity.org
mailto:cfarley@psequity.org
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Sincerely,  

CONVENING PARTNERS 

 

Jean Su 

Director, Energy Justice Program 

CENTER FOR BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY 

Convening Partner 

Chandra Farley 

Just Energy Director 

PARTNERSHIP FOR SOUTHERN EQUITY 

Convening Partner 

Mary Grant 

Public Water for All Campaign Director 

FOOD & WATER ACTION 

Convening Partner 

Dana Floberg 

Policy Director 

FREE PRESS ACTION 

Convening Partner 

Johanna Bozuwa 

Co-Manager, Climate & Energy Program 

THE DEMOCRACY COLLABORATIVE 

Convening Partner 

Alissa Weinman 

Senior Organizer 

CORPORATE ACCOUNTABILITY 

Convening Partner 

 

NATIONAL GROUPS

 

Drew Hudson 

Founder 

198 METHODS 

 

Michael Alden Peck 

Co-Founder & Executive Director 

1WORKER1VOTE 

 

Tamara Toles O’Laughin 

North America Director 

350.ORG 

 

Bobby Vaughn Jr. 

Investigative Journalist 

A CALL TO ACTIONS 

 

Eric Null 

U.S. Policy Manager 

ACCESS NOW 

 

 

 

 

Brittany Alston 

Senior Researcher 

ACTION CENTER ON RACE AND THE 

ECONOMY (ACRE) 

 

Brandon Wu 

Director of Policy & Campaigns 

ACTIONAID USA 

 

Winston Carroo 

Director of International Programs 

AGRICULTURAL MISSIONS, INC 

 

Nancy Price 

Co-Chair 

ALLIANCE FOR DEMOCRACY –  

DEFENDING WATER  

FOR LIFE CAMPAIGN 
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Kevin Koenig 

Climate & Energy Director 

AMAZON WATCH 

 

Sarah Stewart 

President 

ANIMALS ARE SENTIENT BEINGS, INC. 

 

Bill Plotkin 

Director 

ANIMAS VALLEY INSTITUTE 

 

Harriet Festing 

Executive Director 

ANTHROPOCENE ALLIANCE 

 

Philip Kao 

Executive Director 

APPLESEED 

 

Ted Glick 

Organizer 

BEYOND EXTREME ENERGY 

 

Kevin Kamps 

Radioactive Waste Specialist 

BEYOND NUCLEAR 

 

Lindley Mease 

Director 

BLUE HEART 

 

Mark Hefflinger 

Communications Director 

BOLD ALLIANCE 

 

Jay Monteverde 

Executive Director 

BREACH 

 

Karuna Jaggar 

Executive Director 

BREAST CANCER ACTION 

 

Bhikkhu Bodhi 

Member 

BUDDHIST ASSOCIATION  

OF THE UNITED STATES 

 

 

Bhikkhu Bodhi 

Member 

BUDDHIST GLOBAL RELIEF 

 

Yanna Lambrinidou 

Co-Founder 

CAMPAIGN FOR LEAD FREE WATER 

 

Marie Venner 

Coordinator 

CATHOLIC NETWORK US 

 

Jean Su 

Director, Energy Justice Program 

CENTER FOR BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY 

Convening Partner 

 

Andrew Schwartz 

Deputy Director 

CENTER FOR EARTH ETHICS 

 

Cecilia Martinez 

Executive Director 

CENTER FOR EARTH, ENERGY AND 

DEMOCRACY 

 

Aaron Tanaka 

Director 

CENTER FOR ECONOMIC DEMOCRACY 

 

Carroll Muffett 

President 

CENTER FOR INTERNATIONAL 

ENVIRONMENTAL LAW 

 

Robert Dean 

CEO 

CENTER FOR NEIGHBORHOOD  

TECHNOLOGY 

 

Ann Amberg 

Director for Outreach & Engagement 

CENTER FOR PARTNERSHIP STUDIES 

 

Catherine Flowers 

Director 

CENTER FOR RURAL ENTERPRISE AND 

ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE 
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Marty Newell 

COO 

CENTER FOR RURAL STRATEGIES 

 

John Talberth 

President 

CENTER FOR SUSTAINABLE ECONOMY 

 

Judy Lubin 

President 

CENTER FOR URBAN AND RACIAL EQUITY 

 

Ryan Martel 

Senior Director, Federal Policy 

CERES 

 

Duane Ninneman 

Executive Director 

CLEAN UP THE RIVER ENVIRONMENT 

(CURE) 

 

Bernard Johnson 

CEO 

CLEARFLAME ENGINES 

 

Todd Fernandez 

Executive Director 

CLIMATE CRISIS POLICY 

 

Alice Cherry 

Co-Founder & Staff Attorney 

CLIMATE DEFENSE PROJECT 

 

RL Miller 

President & Political Director 

CLIMATE HAWKS VOTE 

 

Alvaro Casanova 

Policy Director 

CLIMATE JUSTICE ALLIANCE 

 

Kaleia Martin 

Southeastern Climate Justice Organizer 

CLIMATE REALITY PROJECT 

 

Harriet Shugarman 

Executive Director 

CLIMATEMAMA 

 

 

Priscilla Star 

Founder & Director 

COALITION AGAINST NUKES 

 

Jodie Evans 

Co-Founder 

CODEPINK 

 

COFED 

 

Brandi Collins-Dexter 

Senior Campaign Director 

COLOR OF CHANGE 

 

Scott Wright 

Director 

COLUMBAN CENTER FOR ADVOCACY AND 

OUTREACH 

 

Taylor Altenbern 

Member 

COMMITTEE TO BRIDGE THE GAP 

 

Amina Fazlullah 

Equity Counsel 

COMMON SENSE 

 

Christopher Shelton 

President 

COMMUNICATIONS WORKERS OF AMERICA 

 

Dee Lawrence 

Director 

COOL EFFECT 

 

Alissa Weinman 

Senior Organizer 

CORPORATE ACCOUNTABILITY 

Convening Partner 

 

Michael Marx 

Director 

CORPORATE ETHICS INTERNATIONAL 

 

Antionette Carroll 

President & CEO 

CREATIVE REACTION LAB 
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Mark Stanley 

Director of Operations 

DEMAND PROGRESS 

 

Rodney McKenzie, Jr. 

Executive Vice President, Movement Strategies 

DĒMOS 

 

David Clifford 

Founder & Executive Director 

DESIGN SCHOOL X 

 

Deanna Van Buren 

Executive Director 

DESIGNING JUSTICE DESIGNING SPACES 

 

Julian Gonzalez 

Legislative Counsel 

EARTHJUSTICE 

 

Cheryl Dorsey 

President 

ECHOING GREEN 

 

Tom Athanasiou 

Executive Director 

ECOEQUITY 

 

Rev. Peter Sawtell 

Executive Director 

ECO-JUSTICE MINISTRIES 

 

Mary Beth Brangan 

Co-Director 

ECOLOGICAL OPTIONS NETWORK 

 

Geri Freedman 

Co-Chair 

ELDERS CLIMATE ACTION 

 

Jacqueline Montesdeoca 

Senior Manager 

ELEVATE ENERGY 

 

Denise Fairchild 

President & CEO 

EMERALD CITIES COLLABORATIVE 

 

 

 

Stephanie Herron 

Organizer 

ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE HEALTH 

ALLIANCE FOR CHEMICAL POLICY REFORM 

 

Scott Faber 

Vice President of Government Affairs 

ENVIRONMENTAL WORKING GROUP 

 

Christine Ortiz 

Founder 

EQUITY MEETS DESIGN 

 

Allison Kole 

Counsel 

ESSENTIAL INFORMATION INC. 

 

Heather Hochrein 

CEO 

EVMATCH, INC. 

 

Dana Geffner 

Executive Director 

FAIR WORLD PROJECT 

 

Rev. Nathan Empsall 

Campaigns Director 

FAITHFUL AMERICA 

 

John Peck 

Executive Director 

FAMILY FARM DEFENDERS 

 

Evan Greer 

Deputy Director 

FIGHT FOR THE FUTURE 

 

Mary Grant 

Public Water for All Campaign Director 

FOOD & WATER ACTION 

Convening Partner 

 

Alexander Easdale 

Managing Principal 

FORGING ALLIANCES, INC. 

 

Canyon Woodward 

Harvard Alumni Organizer 

FOSSIL FUEL DIVEST HARVARD ALUMNI 
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Brook Lenker 

Executive Director 

FRACTRACKER ALLIANCE 

 

Jason Miller 

Director of Campaigns  

& Development 

FRANCISCAN ACTION NETWORK 

 

Dana Floberg 

Policy Manager 

FREE PRESS ACTION 

Convening Partner 

 

Lukas Ross 

Senior Policy Analyst 

FRIENDS OF THE EARTH 

 

Kieran Suckling 

Founder & Executive Director 

FRIENDS OF THE OWLS 

 

Dorinda Moreno 

Founder, Principal 

FUERZA MUNDIA,  

HITEC AZTEC 

 

Taj James 

Co-Founder 

FULL SPECTRUM CAPITAL PARTNERS 

 

Marnie Gaede 

President 

FUND FOR WILD NATURE 

 

Jennie Curtis 

Executive Director 

GARFIELD FOUNDATION 

 

Edward Maibach 

Director 

GEORGE MASON UNIVERSITY CENTER FOR 

CLIMATE CHANGE COMMUNICATION 

 

Tonya Graham 

Executive Director 

GEOS INSTITUTE 

 

 

 

Denise Patel 

U.S. Program Director 

GLOBAL ALLIANCE FOR  

INCINERATOR ALTERNATIVES 

 

Theresa Church 

Campaigner 

GLOBAL JUSTICE ECOLOGY PROJECT 

 

Jaron Browne 

Organizing Director 

GRASSROOTS GLOBAL JUSTICE ALLIANCE 

 

Sara Mersha 

Director of Grantmaking & Advocacy 

GRASSROOTS INTERNATIONAL 

 

Fran Teplitz 

Executive Co-director 

GREEN AMERICA 

 

Shannon Baker-Branstetter 

Senior Policy Manager 

GREEN FOR ALL 

 

Wendy Brawer 

Executive Director 

GREEN MAP SYSTEM 

 

Kim Noble 

Chief Operating Officer 

GREEN THE CHURCH 

 

David Schreiber 

Investment Adviser Representative  

& Financial Planner 

GREENEST/ 

VANDERBILT SECURITIES 

 

Sara Shor 

Director of Organizing 

GREENFAITH 

 

Jessica Loya 

Director of Policy & Programs 

GREENLATINOS 
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Charlie Cray 

Political & Business Strategist 

GREENPEACE US 

 

Steve Campbell 

Policy & Business Development 

Project Manager 

GRID ALTERNATIVES 

 

Felicia Davis 

Director 

HBCU GREEN FUND 

 

Emily Benfer 

Co-Principal 

HEALTH JUSTICE INNOVATIONS 

 

Mark Antoniewicz 

Director of Communications 

HIP HOP CAUCUS 

 

Solange Gould 

Co-Director 

HUMAN IMPACT PARTNERS 

 

Jeremy Mohler 

Communications Director 

IN THE PUBLIC INTEREST 

 

Tom Goldtooth 

Executive Director 

INDIGENOUS ENVIRONMENTAL NETWORK 

 

Eli Gerber 

Policy Manager for Health Care 

INDIVISIBLE 

 

Shiney Varghese 

Senior Policy Analyst 

INSTITUTE FOR AGRICULTURE AND TRADE 

POLICY (IATP) 

 

John Farrell 

Co-Director 

INSTITUTE FOR LOCAL SELF-RELIANCE 

 

 

 

 

 

Rebecca Irby 

Founder, President & Executive Director 

INSTITUTE FOR PEACE EDUCATION  

& ART COMMUNICATION 

 

Basav Sen 

Climate Policy Program Director 

INSTITUTE FOR POLICY STUDIES,  

CLIMATE POLICY PROGRAM 

 

Dr. Ron Daniels 

President 

INSTITUTE OF THE BLACK  

WORLD 21ST CENTURY 

 

Josh Zinner 

CEO 

INTERFAITH CENTER ON CORPORATE 

RESPONSIBILITY 

 

Marybeth Lorbiecki 

Member 

INTERFAITH OCEANS 

 

Susan Hendershot 

President 

INTERFAITH POWER & LIGHT 

 

Mark J Palmer 

Associate Director 

INTERNATIONAL MARINE MAMMAL  

PROJECT OF EARTH ISLAND INSTITUTE 

 

David Schreiber 

Steering Committee Member 

JEWISH CLIMATE ACTION NETWORK 

 

Joel Segal 

National Coordinator 

JUSTICE ACTION MOBILIZATION NETWORK 

 

Jennifer Goldberg 

Deputy Director 

JUSTICE IN AGING 

 

Shailly Barnes 

Policy Director 

KAIROS CENTER FOR RELIGIONS, RIGHTS 

AND SOCIAL JUSTICE 
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Joe Uehlein 

President 

LABOR NETWORK FOR SUSTAINABILITY 

 

Nina Jackel 

President 

LADY FREETHINKER 

 

Nancy LaPlaca 

Principal 

LAPLACA AND ASSOCIATES LLC 

 

Madeleine Foote 

Deputy Legislative Director 

LEAGUE OF CONSERVATION VOTERS 

 

Susan Hito 

President 

LEGAL ENVIRONMENTAL ADVOCAY 

FOUNDATION (LEAF) 

 

Erin Axelrod 

Partner 

LIFT ECONOMY 

 

Sean Keller 

Member 

LOCAL FUTURES 

 

Brandon Forester 

National Organizer for Internet Rights 

MEDIAJUSTICE 

 

Elizabeth Glidden 

Director of Strategic Initiatives & Policy 

MINNESOTA HOUSING PARTNERSHIP 

 

Deb Castellana 

Director of Strategic Partnerships 

MISSION BLUE 

 

MOTHERS OUT FRONT 

 

Michelle Mascarenhas-Swan 

Co-Director 

MOVEMENT GENERATION 

 

Elizabeth Ndoye 

Group Leader 

MOVEON.ORG 

Hilary Shelton 

Director, NAACP Washington Bureau  

& Senior VP, Policy & Advocacy 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE  

ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE  

(NAACP) 

 

Brel Hutton-Okpalaeke 

Executive Director 

NASCO DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 

 

Kimberly Gutzler 

President & Co-Founder 

NATIONAL CHILDREN'S CAMPAIGN 

 

Angela Siefer 

Executive Director 

NATIONAL DIGITAL  

INCLUSION ALLIANCE 

 

Jordan Treakle 

Policy Director 

NATIONAL FAMILY FARM COALITION 

 

Daiquiri Ryan 

Strategic Legal Advisor 

NATIONAL HISPANIC MEDIA COALITION 

 

Dana Bartolomei 

Southeast Director of Energy Efficiency Policy 

NATIONAL HOUSING TRUST 

 

Eric Tars 

Legal Director 

NATIONAL LAW CENTER ON  

HOMELESSNESS & POVERTY 

 

Jennifer Ferrigno 

Co-Director 

NATIONAL NETWORK FOR  

IMMIGRANT & REFUGEE RIGHTS 

 

Mustafa Santiago Ali 

Vice President for Environmental Justice, 

Climate & Community Revitalization 

NATIONAL WILDLIFE FEDERATION 
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Judy Treichel 

Executive Director 

NEVADA NUCLEAR WASTE TASK FORCE 

 

Joshua Stager 

Senior Counsel 

NEW AMERICA’S OPEN TECHNOLOGY 

INSTITUTE 

 

Shavaun Evans 

Co-Director 

NEW ECONOMY COALITION 

 

Brel Hutton-Okpalaeke 

Director of Development Services 

NORTH AMERICAN STUDENTS OF 

COOPERATION 

 

Timothy Judson 

Executive Director 

NUCLEAR INFORMATION  

AND RESOURCE SERVICE 

 

Kelly Lundeen 

Co-Director 

NUKEWATCH 

 

William Rossiter 

Vice President 

NY4WHALES 

 

Michael Stocker 

Director 

OCEAN CONSERVATION RESEARCH 

 

Courtney Vail 

Director of Strategic Campaigns 

OCEANIC PRESERVATION SOCIETY 

 

Terrence Moran 

Reverend 

OFFICE OF PEACE, JUSTICE, AND 

ECOLOGICAL INTEGRITY –  

SISTERS OF CHARITY OF SAINT ELIZABETH 

 

Collin Rees 

Senior Campaigner 

OIL CHANGE INTERNATIONAL 

 

 

Matt Hatfield 

Campaigns Director 

OPENMEDIA 

 

Jo Lum 

Owner 

OUTSTANDING RETURNS 

 

Craig Hart 

Executive Director 

PACE ENERGY AND CLIMATE CENTER 

 

Madeline Rose 

Climate Campaign Director 

PACIFIC ENVIRONMENT 

 

Cathy Albisa 

Co-Executive Director 

PARTNERS FOR DIGNITY & RIGHTS 

 

Laura Haight 

US Policy Director 

PARTNERSHIP FOR POLICY INTEGRITY 

 

Lauren Jacobs 

Executive Director 

PARTNERSHIP FOR WORKING FAMILIES 

 

Judy Irving 

Executive Director 

PELICAN MEDIA 

 

Joy Blackwood 

Director of DC Strategy 

PEOPLE'S ACTION 

 

Michael Malcom 

Executive Director 

PEOPLE'S JUSTICE COUNCIL 

 

Elandria Williams 

Executive Director 

PEOPLESHUB 

 

Jeff Carter 

Executive Director 

PHYSICIANS FOR SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY 
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Rev. Bruce Wright 

National Committee Southeast Coordinator 

POOR PEOPLE'S ECONOMIC  

HUMAN RIGHTS CAMPAIGN 

 

Kevin Zeese 

Co-Director 

POPULAR RESISTANCE 

 

Donnie Maclurcan 

Executive Director 

POST GROWTH INSTITUTE 

 

Dany Sigwalt 

Co-Executive Director 

POWER SHIFT NETWORK 

 

Russell Greene 

Senior Advisor, Strategy & Climate Policy 

PROGRESSIVE DEMOCRATS OF AMERICA 

 

John Laforge 

Co-Director 

PROGRESSIVE FOUNDATION 

 

Russell Chrisholm 

Member 

PROTECT OUR WATER HERITAGE RIGHTS 

(POWHR) 

 

Ellen Brown 

Chair 

PUBLIC BANKING INSTITUTE 

 

David Arkush 

Managing Director, Public Citizen's Climate 

Program 

PUBLIC CITIZEN 

 

Jenna Leventoff 

Senior Policy Counsel 

PUBLIC KNOWLEDGE 

 

Mike Hudak 

Director 

PUBLIC LANDS PROJECT 

 

Leah Obias 

Director of Policy & Strategy 

RACE FORWARD 

Bob Musil 

President & CEO 

RACHEL CARSON COUNCIL 

 

Ginger Cassady 

Executive Director 

RAINFOREST ACTION NETWORK (RAN) 

 

Marie Venner 

Principal 

RAPID SHIFT 

 

Jasmine Rashid 

Director 

REAL MONEY MOVES 

 

Yahya Alazrak 

Campaign Director 

RESOURCE GENERATION 

 

Anthony Advincula 

Public Affairs Officer  

& National Policy Coordinator 

RESTAURANT OPPORTUNITIES CENTERS 

(ROC) UNITED 

 

Linda Starr 

Co-Leader 

RIO GRANDE VALLEY BROADBAND,  

GREAT OLD BROADS FOR WILDERNESS 

 

David Swanson 

Campaign Coordinator 

ROOTS ACTION 

 

Dan Becker 

Director 

SAFE CLIMATE CAMPAIGN 

 

Bart Ziegler 

President 

SAMUEL LAWRENCE FOUNDATION 

 

Mara Freilich 

Steering Committee Member 

SCIENCE FOR THE PEOPLE 

 

Janet MacGillivray 

Executive Director 

SEEDING SOVEREIGNTY 
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Ara Marderosian 

Executive Director 

SEQUOIA FORESTKEEPER® 

 

Cheryl Desmond 

Board President 

SERVICIOUS ECUMENICOS PARA 

RECONCILIACION Y RECONSTRUCCIOM 

 

Erin Heaney 

National Director 

SHOWING UP FOR RACIAL JUSTICE 

 

Everette Thompson 

Campaign Manager 

SIDE WITH LOVE 

 

Leslie Fields 

National Director,  

Policy Advocacy & Legal 

SIERRA CLUB 

 

Josephine McDonald 

Member 

SISTER OF IHM CONGREGATION 

 

Marianne Comfort 

Justice Coordinator 

SISTERS OF MERCY OF THE  

AMERICAS JUSTICE TEAM 

 

Melody Zhang 

Climate Justice Campaign Coordinator 

SOJOURNERS 

 

Glen Brand 

Vice President, Solar Rights 

SOLAR UNITED NEIGHBORS 

 

Winslow Lewis 

Program Associate 

SOLSTICE INITIATIVE 

 

Mary Zeiser 

Climate Campaigner 

STAND.EARTH 

 

 

 

 

John Philo 

Executive Director 

SUGAR LAW CENTER FOR  

ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL JUSTICE 

 

Lauren Maunus 

Legislative Manager 

SUNRISE MOVEMENT 

 

Stephen Bartlett 

Director 

SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE  

OF LOUISVILLE 

 

Yassi Eskandari 

Policy Director 

SUSTAINABLE ECONOMIES LAW  

CENTER 

 

Gavi Reiter 

NYC Delegation Leader 

SUSTAINUS 

 

Grove Harris 

Main Representative to the United Nations 

TEMPLE OF UNDERSTANDING 

 

Andrew Stachiw 

Worker-Owner 

TESA COLLECTIVE 

 

Dianne Valentin 

Founder & CEO 

THE BLACK HERITAGE MUSEUM & 

CULTURAL CENTER, INC. 

 

Laura Berry 

Director of Research & Publications 

THE CLIMATE MOBILIZATION 

 

Johanna Bozuwa 

Co-Manager, Climate & Energy Program 

THE DEMOCRACY COLLABORATIVE 

Convening Partner 

 

Beka Economopoulos 

Executive Director 

THE NATURAL HISTORY MUSEUM 
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Laura Quattrochi 

Administrator 

THE PEOPLE’S JUSTICE COUNCIL 

 

Young Grguras 

Plastics Campaign Coordinator 

THE POST-LANDFILL ACTION NETWORK 

 

Rabbi Arthur Waskow 

Rabbim Executive Director 

THE SHALOM CENTER 

 

Sarah Shanley Hope 

Executive Director 

THE SOLUTIONS PROJECT 

 

Annalisa Tuel 

Policy & Advocacy Manager 

TURTLE ISLAND RESTORATION NETWORK 

 

Mo Manklang 

Communications Director 

U.S. FEDERATION OF WORKER 

COOPERATIVES 

 

Jamie Starr 

Legislative Assistant 

UNION FOR REFORM JUDAISM 

 

Rachel Cleetus 

Policy Director,  

Clean Energy & Climate Program 

UNION OF CONCERNED SCIENTISTS 

 

Susan Leslie 

Congregational Advocacy & Witness Director 

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST ASSOCIATION 

 

Cynthia Davidson 

Board Chair 

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST MINISTRY FOR 

EARTH 

 

 

Sandy Sorensen 

Director of United Church of  

Christ Washington Office 

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST, JUSTICE AND 

WITNESS MINISTRIES 

 

Cheryl Leanza 

Policy Advisor 

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST, OFFICE OF 

COMMUNICATION, INC. 

 

Martha Gallahue 

Reverend 

UNITED RELIGIONS INITIATIVE 

 

Della Duncan 

Host 

UPSTREAM PODCAST 

 

Nathan Phelps 

Regulatory Director 

VOTE SOLAR 

 

Jeffrey Haas 

Board Member 

WATER PROTECTOR LEGAL COLLECTIVE 

 

Jake Schlachter 

Executive Director 

WE OWN IT 

 

Lydia Camarillo 

President 

WILLIAM C. VELASQUEZ INSTITUTE 

 

Joan Ecklein 

Member 

WOMEN'S INTERNATIONAL LEAGUE OF 

PEACE AND FREEDOM (WILPF) 

 

Igor Tregub 

Chair 

YOUNG DEMOCRATS OF AMERICA 

ENVIRONMENTAL CAUCUS
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REGIONAL GROUPS 

 

 

GULF COAST 

 

Jayeesha Dutta 

Co-Founding Member & Artist 

ANOTHER GULF IS POSSIBLE 

 

 

Beverly Wright 

Executive Director 

DEEP SOUTH CENTER FOR  

ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE 

 

Katherine Egland 

Co-Founder 

EDUCATION, ECONOMICS, ENVIRONMENTAL, 

CLIMATE AND HEALTH COMMITTEE 

(EEECHO) 

 

Colette Pichon Battle 

Executive Director 

GULF COAST CENTER FOR LAW & POLICY 

 

Raleigh Hoke 

Campaign Director 

HEALTHY GULF 

 

 

 

MIDWEST 

 

Howard Learner 

Executive Director 

ENVIRONMENTAL LAW & POLICY CENTER 

 

Liz Kirkwood 

Executive Director 

FOR LOVE OF WATER (FLOW) 

 

 

Kristy Meyer 

Associate Director 

FRESHWATER FUTURE 

 

L. Michelle Moore 

CEO 

GROUNDSWELL 

 

 

 

NORTHEAST 

 

Amy Boyd 

Senior Attorney 

ACADIA CENTER 

 

John DeVillars 

Chairman & Co-Founder 

BLUEWAVE SOLAR 

 

 

 

 

Mike Tidwell 

Executive Director 

CHESAPEAKE CLIMATE ACTION NETWORK 

 

Ernesto Cruz 

Director of Community Organizing 

CO-OP POWER 
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Michele Tingling-Clemmons 

Convenor 

GRAY PANTHERS OF  

METROPOLITAN WASHINGTON 

 

Lakshmi Fjord 

Founder, Convenor 

PEOPLE’S TRIBUNAL ON ENVIRONMENTAL 

JUSTICE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Don Ogden 

Producer 

THE ENVIRO SHOW 

 

Claire Miller 

Climate Justice Director 

TOXICS ACTION CENTER 

 

Mahtowin Munro 

Co-Leader 

UNITED AMERICAN INDIANS OF NEW 

ENGLAND (UAINE) 

 

 

 

SOUTH 

 

Vanessa Luna 

Co-Founder, Chief Program Officer 

IMMSCHOOLS 

 

Evelyn Lynn 

Director 

SOUTHERN CROSSROADS ORGANIZING 

PROJECT 

 

 

 

SOUTHEAST 

 

Brianna Knisley 

Tennessee Campaign Coordinator 

APPALACHIAN VOICES 

 

Louis Zeller 

Executive Director 

BLUE RIDGE ENVIRONMENTAL 

 

Allen Johnson 

Coordinator 

CHRISTIANS FOR THE MOUNTAINS 

 

Danna Smith 

Executive Director 

DOGWOOD ALLIANCE 

 

Marnie Thompson 

Co-Managing Director 

FUND FOR DEMOCRATIC  

COMMUNITIES 

 

 

 

Michael Walton 

Executive Director 

GREEN|SPACES 

 

L. Michelle Moore 

CEO 

GROUNDSWELL 

 

Veronica Butcher 

Executive Director 

MOTHERS & OTHERS FOR CLEAN AIR 

 

Chandra Farley 

Just Energy Director 

PARTNERSHIP FOR SOUTHERN EQUITY 

Convening Partner 

 

Chuck Barlow Jr 

Member 

SAVING OUR SONS & SISTERS 

INTERNATIONAL (SOSSI) 
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Meg Jamison 

Executive Director 

SOUTHEAST SUSTAINABILITY DIRECTORS 

NETWORK 

 

Shay Farley 

Policy Counsel 

SOUTHERN POVERTY LAW  

CENTER ACTION FUND 

 

 

 

Alex Trachtenberg 

Senior Project Manager,  

Policy & Community Impact 

SOUTHFACE INSTITUTE 

 

Na'Taki Osborne Jelks 

Co-Founder & Board Chair 

WEST ATLANTA WATERSHED ALLIANCE, INC. 

 

 

 

 

 

WEST 

 

 

Lisabeth Ryder 

Co-Chair 

CENTER FOR ENVIRONMENTALLY RECYCLED 

BUILDING ALTERNATIVES (CERBAT) 

 

Denise Boggs 

Director 

CONSERVATION CONGRESS 

 

Rev. Connie Yost 

President 

FARM WORKER MINISTRY NORTHWEST 

 

Ian Zabarte 

Secretary 

NATIVE COMMUNITY ACTION COUNCIL 

 

Ka'ila Farrell-Smith 

Member 

SIGNAL FIRE 

  

Andrea Axel 

Executive Director 

SPARK NORTHWEST 

 

 

Ted Gleichman 

Co-Founder & CoreTeam Member 

STOP FRACKED GAS PDX 

 

Daphne Wysham 

Director 

SUSTAINABLE ENERGY & ECONOMY 

NETWORK 

 

Betty Dickey 

Environmental Climate Guide 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

 

Brooke Larsen 

Director 

UPLIFT 

 

Erik Molvar 

Executive Director 

WESTERN WATERSHEDS PROJECT 

 

Rebecca Sobel 

Senior Campaigner 

WILDEARTH GUARDIANS 
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STATE & TERRITORY GROUPS 

 

 

ALABAMA 

 

Robyn Hyden 

Executive Director 

ALABAMA ARISE 

 

Daniel Tait 

Chief Operations Officer 

ENERGY ALABAMA 

 

Michael Hansen 

Executive director 

GASP 

 

Justin Vest 

Executive Director 

HOMETOWN ACTION 

 

Michael Malcom 

Executive Director 

INTERFAITH POWER & LIGHT,  

ALABAMA 

 

 

 

 

 

ALASKA 

 

Veri di Suvero 

Executive Director 

ALASKA PIRG 

 

Nikos Pastos 

Member 

ALASKA'S BIG VILLAGE NETWORK 

 

Philip Wight 

Renewable Energy Campaigner 

FAIRBANKS CLIMATE ACTION COALITION 

 

Besse Odom 

Chair of the Environmental & Climate Justice 

Committee & 2nd Vice President 

NAACP BRANCH 1000 

 

Polly Carr 

Executive Director 

THE ALASKA CENTER 

 

 

 

 

 

ARIZONA 

 

 

Scott Meyer 

President 

DON'T WASTE ARIZONA, INC 

 

Doug Bland 

Executive Director 

INTERFAITH POWER & LIGHT,  

ARIZONA 

 

 

 

Barbara Warren 

Executive Director 

PHYSICIANS FOR SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY, 

ARIZONA 

 

Dan O'Neal 

Arizona State Coordinator 

PROGRESSIVE DEMOCRATS OF AMERICA, 

ARIZONA 
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Russell Lowes 

Research Director 

SAFE ENERGY ANALYST 

 

Bret Fanshaw 

Arizona Program Director 

SOLAR UNITED NEIGHBORS OF ARIZONA 

 

Vincent Pawlowski 

Founder 

TUCSON CLIMATE ACTION NETWORK 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ARKANSAS 

 

Dan Scheiman 

Vice President 

AUDUBON SOCIETY OF CENTRAL ARKANSAS

 

 

CALIFORNIA 

 

 

Mary Kay Benson 

Steering Council Manager 

350 BUTTE COUNTY 

 

Alan Weiner 

Chapter Lead 

350 CONEJO / SAN FERNANDO VALLEY 

 

Alice Stevens 

Co-Founder 

350 LONG BEACH 

 

Laurie Litman 

President 

350 SACRAMENTO 

 

Emily Williams 

Steering Committee Member 

350 SANTA BARBARA 

 

Heidi Harmon 

Member 

350 SLO 

 

Sherry Lear 

Organizer 

350 SOUTH BAY LOS ANGELES 

 

Orinio Opinaldo 

Member 

ALLIANCE OF CALIFORNIANS FOR 

COMMUNITY EMPOWERMENT 

 

Rebecca Hernandez 

Director 

ARIDLAB,  

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, DAVIS 

 

Sylvia Chi 

Policy Director 

ASIAN PACIFIC  

ENVIRONMENTAL NETWORK 

 

Paula Minor 

Core Member 

BLACK LIVES MATTER LA 

 

Al Weinrub 

Coordinator 

CALIFORNIA ALLIANCE FOR  

COMMUNITY ENERGY 

 

Igor Tregub 

Northern CA Vice Chair 

CALIFORNIA DEMOCRATIC PARTY  

RENTERS CAUCUS 
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Jose Torres 

Energy Equity Programs Manager 

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL  

JUSTICE ALLIANCE 

 

Igor Tregub & Monica Madrid 

National Committee Person  

& Chair, Women's Caucus 

CALIFORNIA YOUNG DEMOCRATS 

 

Caroline Farrell 

Executive Director 

CENTER ON RACE, POVERTY  

& THE ENVIRONMENT 

 

Kevin Hamilton 

CEO 

CENTRAL CALIFORNIA ASTHMA 

COLLABORATIVE 

 

Paul Ferrazzi 

Executive Director 

CITIZEN COALITION FOR A SAFE COMMUNITY 

 

Carin High 

Co-Chair 

CITIZENS COMMITTEE TO  

COMPLETE THE REFUGE 

 

Darryl Molina Sarmiento 

Executive Director 

COMMUNITIES FOR A BETTER ENVIRONMENT 

 

Katrina Logan 

Director, Economic Advancement Program 

COMMUNITY LEGAL SERVICES  

IN EAST PALO ALTO 

 

Nehanda Imara Imara 

Collaborative Coordinator 

EAST OAKLAND BUILDING HEALTHY 

COMMUNITIES 

 

Jocelyn Del Real 

Program Coordinator 

EAST YARD COMMUNITIES FOR 

ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE 

 

 

 

Nancy Halpern Ibrahim 

Executive Director 

ESPERANZA COMMUNITY HOUSING 

CORPORATION 

 

Rachel Johnson-Farias 

Executive Director 

ESQ. APPRENTICE 

 

Carol Bardoff 

Co-Coordinator 

FIRST WEDNESDAYS SAN LEANDRO 

 

Marcos Vargas 

Executive Director 

FUND FOR SANTA BARBARA 

 

Daniel Gonzalez 

Lead Organizer 

FUTURE LEADERS OF AMERICA 

 

David Pittman 

Member 

GREEN PARTY OF PEORIA AREA 

 

Karen Nyhus 

Member, Coordinating Committee 

GREEN PARTY OF SONOMA COUNTY, CA 

 

April Peebler 

Executive Director 

HEIRS TO OUR OCEANS 

 

Isabella Zizi 

Member 

IDLE NO MORE SF BAY 

 

Alexandra Suh 

Executive Director 

KOREATOWN IMMIGRANT WORKERS 

ALLIANCE (KIWA) 

 

Julie Maldonado 

Associate Director 

LIVELIHOODS KNOWLEDGE EXCHANGE 

NETWORK 
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Jessica Tovar 

Energy Democracy Organizer 

LOCAL CLEAN ENERGY ALLIANCE 

 

John Kindred 

Co-Founder 

LONG BEACH ENVIRONMENTAL ALLIANCE 

 

Myron Wollin 

President 

LONG BEACH GRAY PANTHERS 

 

Tracy Rosenberg 

Executive Director 

MEDIA ALLIANCE 

 

Genevieve Flores-Haro 

Associate Director 

MIXTECO/INDIGENA COMMUNITY 

ORGANIZING PROJECT 

 

Christina Benz 

Co-Chair 

NAPA CLIMATE NOW!,  

A 350 BAY AREA GROUP 

 

Susan Shaw 

Executive Director 

NORTH BAY ORGANIZING PROJECT 

 

Orinio Opinaldo 

Member 

ONE LA 

 

Crystal Huang 

Worker Owner 

PEOPLE POWER SOLAR COOPERATIVE 

 

Denise Duffield 

Associate Director 

PHYSICIANS FOR SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY, 

LOS ANGELES 

 

Robert Gould 

President 

PHYSICIANS FOR SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY, 

SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA 

 

 

 

Guadalupe Garcia 

Member 

POLICYLINK 

 

Mari Rose Taruc 

Coordinator 

RECLAIM OUR POWER:  

UTILITY JUSTICE CAMPAIGN 

 

Michael Welch 

Director 

REDWOOD ALLIANCE 

 

Barbara Barrigan-Parrilla 

Executive Director 

RESTORE THE DELTA 

 

Shirin Senegal 

Executive Director 

RONNIES HOUSE 

 

Chris Brown 

Coordinator 

SACRAMENTO CLIMATE COALITION 

 

Drew Feldmann 

Conservation Chair 

SAN BERNARDINO VALLEY AUDUBON 

SOCIETY 

 

Linda Seeley 

Vice-President 

SAN LUIS OBISPO MOTHERS FOR PEACE 

 

Grace Feldmann 

Co-founder, Co-chair 

SANTA BARBARA STANDING ROCK 

COALITION 

 

Pauline Seales 

Organizer 

SANTA CRUZ CLIMATE ACTION NETWORK 

 

Michael Eisenscher 

Publisher 

SOLIDARITYINFOSERVICE 
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Jane Wilson 

Political Vice President 

STONEWALL DEMOCRATIC CLUB.  

LA COUNTY LGBTQ CLUB 

 

Elizabeth Novak Milliken 

President & CEO 

SPOTTSWOODE WINERY, INC. 

 

Orinio Opinaldo 

Member 

STRATEGIC ACTIONS FOR  

A JUST ECONOMY (SAJE) 

 

Shoshana Wechsler 

Coordinator 

SUNFLOWER ALLIANCE 

 

Kobi Naseck 

Partnerships & Solidarity Team Lead 

SUNRISE MOVEMENT  

BAY AREA 

 

Ben Claire 

Coordinator 

SUNRISE MOVEMENT  

DAVIS 

 

Yenifer Gallegos-Mejia 

Hub Coordinator 

SUNRISE MOVEMENT  

FRESNO 

 

Claire Donahue 

Hub Coordinator 

SUNRISE MOVEMENT  

LOS ANGELES YOUTH 

 

Julia Zeitlin 

Hub Coordinator 

SUNRISE MOVEMENT  

PALO ALTO 

 

Moiz Mir 

Hub Coordinator 

SUNRISE MOVEMENT  

SACRAMENTO 

 

 

 

Mateos Lozano 

Hub Coordinator 

SUNRISE MOVEMENT  

SALINAS 

 

Melissa Elder 

Hub Coordinator 

SUNRISE MOVEMENT  

SAN DIEGO 

 

Winter Sierra 

Youth Outreach Coordinator 

SUNRISE MOVEMENT  

SANTA BARBARA 

 

Maisy Lewis 

Member 

SUNRISE MOVEMENT  

SANTA YNEZ 

 

Ozzy Simpson 

Hub Coordinator 

SUNRISE MOVEMENT  

SEQUOYAH 

 

Hannah Rooth 

Hub Coordinator 

SUNRISE MOVEMENT  

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA IRVINE 

 

Robert Perry 

Principal Consultant 

SYNERGISTIC SOLUTIONS 

 

Chanchanit Martorell 

Executive Director 

THAI COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT CENTER 

 

Ellie Cohen 

CEO 

THE CLIMATE CENTER 

 

Paul Goodman 

Technology Equity Director 

THE GREENLINING INSTITUTE 

 

Chelsi Sparti 

Board Chair 

TREE SAN DIEGO 
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Orinio Opinaldo 

Member 

UNIDAD COALITION 

 

Jack Kurzweil 

Administrative Coordinator 

WELLSTONE DEMOCRATIC  

RENEWAL CLUB 

 

Leslie Saul-Gershenz 

Associate Director of Research 

WILD ENERGY INSTITUTE,  

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, DAVIS 

 

 

 

Channa Grace 

President & CEO 

WOMEN ORGANIZING RESOURCES, 

KNOWLEDGE AND SERVICES (WORKS) 

 

McKinzie Schulz 

Co-Chair of Partnerships 

WOMEN'S ENVIRONMENTAL NETWORK 

 

Dr. Annice Fisher 

CEO & Founder 

DEVELOPING CAPACITY COACHING, LLC 

 

 

 

 

 

COLORADO 

 

 

Barbara Mills-Bria 

President 

BE THE CHANGE, COLORADO 

 

Marie Venner 

Co-Chair 

CALL TO ACTION CO 

 

Rebeca Zuniga 

Director 

DENVER JUSTICE AND PEACE COMMITTEE 

 

Shelley Silbert 

Executive Director 

GREAT OLD BROADS FOR WILDERNESS 

 

 

Joan Stephenson 

Director 

NORTHERN COLORADO  

COMMUNITY RIGHTS NETWORK 

 

Bryce Carter 

Colorado Program Director 

SOLAR UNITED NEIGHBORS OF COLORADO 

 

Brita Mackey 

Hub coordinator 

SUNRISE MOVEMENT  

COLORADO SPRINGS 

 

Claire Scott 

Board Member 

TOGETHER COLORADO 

 

 

CONNECTICUT 

 

Martin Man 

Facilitator of Facilitators 

FOSSIL FREE YALE 

 

Moli Ma 

Hub Coordinator 

SUNRISE MOVEMENT  

NEW CANAAN 

 

Karen Anderson 

Hub Coordinator 

SUNRISE MOVEMENT NEW HAVEN 

 

Martin Man 

Organizer 

YALE ENDOWMENT JUSTICE COALITION 



 

 

LETTER FROM 830 PUBLIC ORGANIZATIONS                                        

CALLING FOR NATIONWIDE MORATORIUM ON UTILITY SHUT-OFFS                                                                          Page 25 of 48 

IN NEXT CORONAVIRUS PACKAGE                                                                                                                                         April 13, 2020                                              

 

Rachel Scott 

Associate Director 

COLLABORATIVE CENTER  

FOR JUSTICE 

 

 

Sharon Lewis 

Director 

CT COALITION FOR  

ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE 

 

 

 

FLORIDA 

 

Alex Barrio 

Political Director 

ALIANZA FOR PROGRESS 

 

Mary Gutierrez 

Executive Director 

EARTH ETHICS, INC 

 

Nezahualcoyotl Xiuhtecutli 

Research Coordinator 

FARMWORKER ASSOCIATION OF FLORIDA 

 

DeeVon Quirolo 

President 

NATURE COAST CONSERVATION 

 

Angela DeMonbreun 

Florida Program Director 

SOLAR UNITED NEIGHBORS OF FLORIDA 

 

Rachel Brown 

Hub President 

SUNRISE MOVEMENT FLORIDA  

GULF COAST UNIVERSITY 

 

Evan Sizemore 

Hub Coordinator 

SUNRISE MOVEMENT  

STEINBRENNER 

 

Patricia Boston 

Co-Founder 

TALLAHASSEE FOOD NETWORK 

 

Yoca Arditi-Rocha 

Executive Director 

THE CLEO INSTITUTE 

 

 

 

 

GEORGIA 

 

 

Tom Thrasher 

Director 

350 ATLANTA 

 

Bobbie Paul 

Member 

ATLANTA GRANDMOTHERS FOR PEACE 

 

Aliyah Jones 

President 

BLACK POWER BOOK CLUB AT  

GEORGIA STATE UNIVERSITY 

 

Gwendylon Smith 

Member 

CHARRS 

 

Bishop Harvey Bee 

Bishop 

CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP CHURCH  

& CFA, GEORGIA 

 

Jairo Garcia 

Chair 

CLIMATE REALITY PROJECT ATLANTA 

 

Marsha Gosier 

Founder, Marsha Gosier 

CULTURE 64, INC 
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Lisa Fitzpatrick 

Member 

DULUTH CLIMATE MOBILIZATION 

 

Madeline Reamy 

Executive Director 

EARTHSHARE GEORGIA 

 

Abayomi Noibi 

Executive Director 

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMUNITY ACTION INC. 

(ECO-ACTION) 

 

Joyce J Dorsey 

President/CEO 

FULTON ATLANTA COMMUNITY  

ACTION AUTHORITY 

 

Bambie Hayes-Brown 

President & CEO 

GEORGIA ADVANCING COMMUNITIES 

TOGETHER, INC. 

 

Helen Butler 

Executive Director 

GEORGIA COALITION FOR THE PEOPLE'S 

AGENDA 

 

Brionté McCorkle 

Executive Director 

GEORGIA CONSERVATION VOTERS 

 

Deborah Scott 

Executive Director 

GEORGIA STAND-UP 

 

Phyllis Richardson 

Director of Governmental Affairs 

GEORGIA WAND 

 

Lindsay Harper 

Executive Director 

GEORGIA WAND EDUCATION FUND 

 

 

Berneta Haynes 

Senior Director of Policy & Access 

GEORGIA WATCH 

 

Kate McGregor Mosley 

Executive Director 

INTERFAITH POWER & LIGHT,  

GEORGIA 

 

Shanda-Joy Laws 

Owner/Founder 

LIVE FRESH 

 

Dr. Rutha M. Jackson 

Branch President 

NAACP HOUSTON COUNTY BRANCH 

 

Carol Yancey 

Coordinator & President 

OAKWOOD TRAILS NHW GROUP 

 

Oreatha Ensley 

Community Organizer 

ORGANIZED CLAYTON INC 

 

Lyndon Greene 

CEO 

PEOPLE UNITED FOUNDATION 

 

Dr. Felicia Tillman 

CEO 

STEM PLAY THERAPY CENTER, INC. 

 

Janis Ware 

Member 

SUMMECH COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

CORPORATION 

 

Odetta MacLeish-White 

Managing Director 

TRANSFORMATION ALLIANCE 

 

Mary Wilson 

Co-Founder 

UBUNTU COMMUNITY CATALYST 
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HAWAII 

 

Laurel Brier 

Co-Chair 

APOLLO KAUAI

 

IDAHO 

 

Holly Harris 

Member 

SNAKE RIVER ALLIANCE 

 

ILLINOIS 

 

Dave Davis 

Co-Chair 

350 KISHWAUKEE 

 

Celeste Flores 

Co-Chair 

CLEAN POWER LAKE COUNTY 

 

Renee Patten 

Co-Chair 

EDGEWATER ENVIRONMENTAL 

SUSTAINABILITY PROJECT 

 

Rev. Brian Sauder 

FAITH IN PLACE 

 

Scott Onque 

Policy Director 

FAITH IN PLACE ACTION FUND 

 

Mary Shesgreen 

Chair 

FOX VALLEY CITIZENS FOR  

PEACE & JUSTICE 

Juliana Pino 

Policy Director 

LITTLE VILLAGE ENVIRONMENTAL 

 JUSTICE ORGANIZATION 

 

Nancy Loeb 

Director 

NORTHWESTERN PRITZKER  

SCHOOL OF LAW,  

ENVIRONMENTAL ADVOCACY CLINIC 

 

David Kraft 

Director 

NUCLEAR ENERGY INFORMATION  

SERVICE (NEIS) 

 

Courtney Hanson 

Program Manager 

PEOPLE FOR COMMUNITY RECOVERY 

 

Deni Mathews 

Chairperson 

SAVE OUR ILLINOIS LAND 

 

INDIANA 

 

 

Robin Mohr 

Core Member 

350 INDIANA-INDIANAPOLIS 

 

 

Kerwin Olson 

Member 

CITIZENS ACTION COALITION OF IN 
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Austin Britton 

Group Leader 

GREATER LAFAYETTE CLIMATE SYNTHESIS 

 

Jesse Kharbanda 

Executive Director 

HOOSIER ENVIRONMENTAL COUNCIL 

 

Dori Chandler 

Public Policy Director 

INTERFAITH POWER & LIGHT, INDIANA 

 

Andy Mahler 

Director 

SHAGBARK, INC. 

 

Zach Schalk 

Indiana Program Director 

SOLAR UNITED NEIGHBORS OF INDIANA 

 

Gabe Miller 

Hub Coordinator 

SUNRISE MOVEMENT  

INDIANA 

 

Alex Jorck 

Operations Manager 

WHOLE SUN DESIGNS INC. 

 

 

 

 

 

IOWA 

 

 

Joleen Jansen & James Osterhaus 

Program Manager & Chairperson 

CLAYTON COUNTY ENERGY DISTRICT 

 

Gina Folsim 

Member 

CLIMATE ACTION TEAM 

 

Megan Thul 

Vice Chair, Delaware County Energy District 

DELAWARE COUNTY ENERGY DISTRICT 

 

Mike Carberry 

Founding Director 

GREEN STATE SOLUTIONS 

 

Amy Bouska 

Board Chair 

HOWARD COUNTY ENERGY DISTRICT 

 

 

 

Matt Russell 

Executive Director 

INTERFAITH POWER & LIGHT,  

IOWA 

 

Adam Mason 

State Policy Organizing Director 

IOWA CITIZENS FOR COMMUNITY 

IMPROVEMENT 

 

Craig Mosher 

Leader 

LINN CLEAN ENERGY DISTRICT 

 

Jake Jansen 

Hub Coordinator 

SUNRISE MOVEMENT  

DUBUQUE 

 

Andrew Johnson 

Member 

WINNESHIEK ENERGY DISTRICT 
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KANSAS 

 

Dorothy Barnett 

Executive Director 

CLIMATE + ENERGY PROJECT 

 

 

  

KENTUCKY 

 

Adrienne Bush 

Executive Director 

HOMELESS AND HOUSING COALITION OF 

KENTUCKY 

 

Cassia Herron 

Chairperson 

KENTUCKIANS FOR THE COMMONWEALTH 

 

Lane Boldman 

Member 

KENTUCKY CONSERVATION COMMITTEE 

 

Beau Revlett 

Organizing Fellow 

KENTUCKY STUDENT ENVIRONMENTAL 

COALITION 

 

Rachel Norton 

Energy Specialist 

MOUNTAIN ASSOCIATION FOR COMMUNITY 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

 

 

 

LOUISIANA 

 

 

Renate Heurich 

Board Vice President 

350 NEW ORLEANS 

 

Logan Burke 

Executive Director 

ALLIANCE FOR AFFORDABLE ENERGY 

 

Shawn Barney 

Managing Director 

CLB PORTER, LLC 

 

Peter Digre 

Chair 

CLIMATE REALITY NOLA 

 

Gregory Manning 

Co-Moderator 

JUSTICE AND BEYOND 

 

 

 

 

 

MAINE 

 

Nickie Sekera 

Co-Founder 

COMMUNITY WATER JUSTICE 

 

Anne Burt 

Creator & Coordinator 

DOWN TO EARTH STORYTELLING 

 

Jackie Moreau 

Sister & Chair of Justice Committee 

INSTITUTE OF THE SISTERS OF MERCY 

 OF THE AMERICAS 
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Sass Linneken 

Executive Director 

RESOURCES FOR ORGANIZING AND SOCIAL 

CHANGE 

Sandra Howard 

Director 

SAY NO TO NECEC 

 

 

MARYLAND 

 

 

Ateira Griffin 

CEO 

BUILDING OUR NATION'S DAUGHTERS, INC. 

(BOND) 

 

Regina Minniss 

Treasurer 

CRABSHELL ALLIANCE 

 

Lore Rosenthal 

Program Coordinator 

GREENBELT CLIMATE ACTION NETWORK 

 

Ruth White 

Advocacy Lead 

HOWARD COUNTY CLIMATE ACTION 

 

Ann Scholz 

Associate Director for Social Mission 

LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE OF WOMEN 

RELIGIOUS 

 

Robyn Jacobs 

Community Relations Manager 

NEIGHBORHOOD SUN 

 

Mary Washington 

Senator 

OFFICE OF STATE SENATOR MARY 

WASHINGTON 

Ellen Barfield 

Coordinator 

PHIL BERRIGAN MEMORIAL  

CHAPTER OF VETERANS FOR PEACE 

 

Debra Gardner 

Legal Director 

PUBLIC JUSTICE CENTER 

 

Glen Brand 

Vice President, Solar Rights 

SOLAR UNITED NEIGHBORS OF MARYLAND 

 

Davin Faris 

Recruitment Lead 

SUNRISE MOVEMENT  

FREDERICK 

 

Laís Santoro 

Hub Coordinator 

SUNRISE MOVEMENT 

 HOPKINS 

 

Iris Zhan 

Hub coordinator 

SUNRISE MOVEMENT HOWARD COUNTY 

 

Jordan McAuliff 

Coordinator 

SUNRISE MOVEMENT SILVER SPRING 
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MASSACHUSETTS 

 

Rouwenna Altemose 

Co-Executive Director 

ALL IN ENERGY 

 

Nafis Hasan 

Organizer 

BOSTON DSA,  

ECOSOCIALISM WORKING GROUP 

 

Deborah Frieze 

President 

BOSTON IMPACT INITIATIVE 

 

Cole Silva 

Chapter Co-Chair 

CAPE COD DEMOCRATIC  

SOCIALISTS OF AMERICA 

 

Russ Vernon-Jones 

Facilitator 

COMING TOGETHER  

ANTI-RACISM PROJECT 

 

Jennifer Stevenson Zepeda 

Director of Research & Operations 

CLIMABLE 

 

David Greenberg 

Co-Chair 

FRANKLIN COUNTY CONTINUING THE 

POLITICAL REVOLUTION 

 

Maria Belen Power 

Associate Executive Director 

GREENROOTS, INC 

 

William Schroeder 

Director 

INTERFAITH POWER & LIGHT, 

MASSACHUSETTS 

 

Rabbi Katy Allen 

President 

JEWISH CLIMATE  

ACTION NETWORK, MA 

 

 

 

Betsy Smith 

LCI Coordinating Committee Member 

LOWER CAPE INDIVISIBLE 

 

Glen Ayers 

President & Treasurer 

MASS FOREST RESCUE 

 

Valentine Moghadam 

Professor 

MASSACHUSETTS PEACE ACTION 

 

Monique Nguyen 

Executive Director 

MATAHARI WOMEN WORKERS' CENTER 

 

Fr. Fr. Ken Campbell 

President 

NAUSET INTERFAITH ASSOCIATION 

 

Haven Vincent-Warner 

Member 

SUNRISE MOVEMENT  

FRANKLIN COUNTY 

 

Kaveesh Pathak 

Coordinator 

SUNRISE MOVEMENT  

LEXINGTON 

 

Anya Flood Taylor 

Outreach Co-Lead 

SUNRISE MOVEMENT  

NORTHEASTERN 

 

Joey Wolongevicz 

Lead Hub Coordinator 

SUNRISE MOVEMENT  

SALEM 

 

Andrew Ahern 

Hub Leader 

SUNRISE MOVEMENT  

WORCESTER 
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Kathleen McTigue 

Director for Activism & Justice Education 

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST SERVICE 

COMMITTEE 

 

Eileen Kurkoski 

Member 

WOMEN’S INTERNATIONAL LEAGUE FOR 

PEACE AND FREEDOM, BOSTON BRANCH 

 

 

MICHIGAN 

 

Rita Mitchell 

Co-Founder, Washtenaw350 

350 WASHTENAW 

 

Angela Austin 

Co-Founder 

BLACK LIVES MATTER MICHIGAN 

 

Cass Charrette 

President 

CITIES OF PEACE DETROIT 

Jessie Collins 

Co-Chair 

CITIZENS' RESISTANCE AT  

FERMI 2 (CRAFT) 

 

Michael Keegan 

Chairperson 

COALITION FOR A NUCLEAR 

 FREE GREAT LAKES 

 

Diane Weckerle 

Co-Chairman 

COALITION TO OPPOSE THE EXPANSION  

OF US ECOLOGY 

 

Roslyn Ogburn 

Candidate 

COMMITTEE FOR ROSLYN M. OGBURN FOR 

STATE REPRESENTATIVE 

 

Tawana Petty 

Director, Data Justice Program 

DETROIT COMMUNITY TECHNOLOGY 

PROJECT 

 

Dr. Paul von Oeyen 

Facilitator 

DETROIT METRO AREA UNITED CHURCH OF 

CHRIST SOCIAL JUSTICE TEAM 

 

 

Alice Hirt 

Co-Chair 

DON'T WASTE MICHIGAN 

 

Kathryn Savoie 

Detroit Community Health Director 

ECOLOGY CENTER 

 

Justin Schott 

Executive Director 

ECOWORKS 

 

Nayyirah Shariff 

Member 

FLINT RISING 

 

Gloria Rivera 

Coordinator 

GREAT LAKES BIONEERS DETOIT 

 

Leah Wiste 

Executive Director 

INTERFAITH POWER & LIGHT,  

MICHIGAN 

 

Tawana Petty 

Board Member 

JAMES AND GRACE LEE BOGGS CENTER TO 

NURTURE COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP 

 

Peggy Case 

President 

MICHIGAN CITIZENS FOR WATER 

CONSERVATION 

 

Kimberly Redigan 

Vice-Chair 

MICHIGAN COALITION  

FOR HUMAN RIGHTS 
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Charlotte Jameson 

Program Director for Legislative Affairs, 

Energy & Drinking Water 

MICHIGAN ENVIRONMENTAL COUNCIL 

 

Michelle Martinez 

Statewide Coordinator 

MICHIGAN ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE 

COALITION 

 

Dawn Kettinger 

Associate Executive Director of 

Communications & Public Affairs 

MICHIGAN NURSES ASSOCIATION 

 

Vic Macks 

Steering Committee Member 

MICHIGAN STOP THE NUCLEAR  

BOMBS CAMPAIGN 

 

Randy Block 

Director 

MICHIGAN UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST  

SOCIAL JUSTICE NETWORK (MUUSJN) 

 

Tawana Petty 

Founder 

PETTY PROPOLIS 

Jackson Koeppel 

Executive Director 

SOULARDARITY 

 

Adrian Laurenzi 

Hub Coordinator 

SUNRISE MOVEMENT  

DETROIT 

 

 

Theresa Landrum 

Community Advocate 

THE ORIGINAL UNITED CITIZENS OF 

SOUTHWEST DETROIT 

 

Gloria J Lowe 

Executive Director 

WE WANT GREEN TOO 

 

Bridget Vial 

Energy Democracy Organizer 

WORK FOR ME, DTE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MINNESOTA 

 

 

Brett Benson 

Communications Director 

350 MINNESOTA 

 

Marcus Mills 

Vice President & Organizing Coordinator 

COMMUNITY POWER 

 

Timothy DenHerder-Thomas 

General Manager 

COOPERATIVE ENERGY FUTURES 

 

 

Stan Sattinger 

Environmental Justice Team Past Leader 

FIRST UNIVERSALIST CHURCH 

ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE TEAM 

Mike Menzel 

Physician 

HEALTH PROFESSIONALS FOR A HEALTHY 

CLIMATE 

 

Lea Foushee' 

Environmental Justice Director 

NORTH AMERICAN WATER OFFICE 

 

Bobby King 

Minnesota Program Director 

SOLAR UNITED NEIGHBORS OF MINNESOTA 

 

Chelsea DeArmond 

Founder 

ST. PAUL 350 
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Kayla Lodico 

Member 

SUNRISE MOVEMENT ADIRONDACKS 

 

Savanna Woods 

Member 

SUNRISE MOVEMENT MINNESOTA 

 

 

 

Shanthi Chackalackal 

Hub Coordinator 

SUNRISE MOVEMENT ST. OLAF 

 

Jean Ross 

Board President 

VOTE CLIMATE 

 

 

 

 

MISSISSIPPI 

 

Tim Lampkin 

CEO 

HIGHER PURPOSE CO 

 

Dr. Charlotte L. Keys 

CEO 

JESUS PEOPLE AGAINST POLLUTION 

 

Beth Orlansky 

Advocacy Director 

MISSISSIPPI CENTER FOR JUSTICE 

Catherine Robinson 

Organizer 

ONE VOICE 

 

Rachel Mayes 

Executive Director 

SOUTHERN ECHO INC. 

 

 

 

 

 

MISSOURI 

 

Erica Williams 

Executive Director 

A RED CIRCLE 

 

 

 

Willie Jordan 

Executive Director 

METROPOLITAN ST. LOUIS EQUAL HOUSING 

AND OPPORTUNITY COUNCIL 

 

 

 

MONTANA 

 

Jim Parker 

Member 

350 MONTANA 

 

Amy Cilimburg 

Executive Director 

CLIMATE SMART MISSOULA 

 

 

 

John Meyer 

Executive Director 

COTTONWOOD ENVIRONMENTAL LAW 

CENTER 

 

Brian Fadie 

Clean Energy Program Director 

MONTANA ENVIRONMENTAL  

INFORMATION CENTER 
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NEBRASKA 

 

Ken Winston 

Director, Policy & Outreach 

INTERFAITH POWER & LIGHT, NEBRASKA 

 

 

  

 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 

 

Amy McIntyre 

Managing Director 

ASLE 

 

Susan Fuller 

Executive Director 

INTERFAITH POWER & LIGHT,  

NEW HAMPSHIRE 

 

 

 

NEW JERSEY 

 

Dorothy Ji 

Treasurer 

CENTRAL JERSEY COALITION AGAINST 

ENDLESS WAR 

 

Christine Clarke 

Candidate 

CLARKE FOR ASSEMBLY 

 

Matt Shapiro 

President 

NEW JERSEY TENANTS ORGANIZATION 

 

Carol Gay 

President 

NJ STATE INDUSTRIAL UNION COUNCIL 

 

Diane Scarangella 

Organizer 

NORTH JERSEY GREEN ALLIANCE 

 

Diane Scarangella 

President 

NORTHERN NJ NOW 

 

Sally Jane Gellert 

Member 

OCCUPY BERGEN COUNTY 

 

 

Sally Jane Gellert 

Member 

OCCUPY BERGEN COUNTY 

 

Catherine Hunt 

Chair 

PDAMERICA NJ 

 

William Kibler 

Director of Policy 

RARITAN HEADWATERS 

 

Diane Scarangella 

Co-Chair 

SIERRA CLUB, NORTH JERSEY 

 

Glen Brand 

Vice President, Solar Rights 

SOLAR UNITED NEIGHBORS OF NEW JERSEY 

 

Kim Gaddy 

Director 

SOUTH WARD ENVIRONMENTAL ALLIANCE 

 

Audrey Watson 

Member 

SUNRISE MOVEMENT HUNTERDON COUNTY 

 

 

 



 

 

LETTER FROM 830 PUBLIC ORGANIZATIONS                                        

CALLING FOR NATIONWIDE MORATORIUM ON UTILITY SHUT-OFFS                                                                          Page 36 of 48 

IN NEXT CORONAVIRUS PACKAGE                                                                                                                                         April 13, 2020                                              

 

Gregory Gorman 

Hub Coordinator 

SUNRISE MOVEMENT NEW JERSEY SKYLANDS 

 

Ritwik Tati 

Hub Coordinator 

SUNRISE MOVEMENT SOUTH JERSEY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Julianne Watson 

Board Member 

THE CLIMATE MOBILIZATION: HOBOKEN 

CHAPTER 

 

Diane Scarangella 

Organizer 

THE RESISTANCE CAFE 

 

Nedim Buyukmihci 

President 

UNEXPECTED WILDLIFE REFUGE 

 

 

NEW MEXICO 

 

Leah Jo Carnine 

Member organizer 

ALBUQUERQUE SURJ 

 

Rose Gardner 

Co-Founder 

ALLIANCE FOR ENVIRONMENTAL 

STRATEGIES 

 

David McCoy 

Executive Director 

CITIZEN ACTION NEW MEXICO 

 

Janet Greenwald 

Coordinator 

CITIZENS FOR ALTERNATIVES TO 

RADIOACTIVE DUMPING (CARD) 

 

Elaine Cimino 

Director 

COMMON GROUND COMMUNITY TRUST 

 

Joni Arends 

Co-Founder & Executive Director 

CONCERNED CITIZENS FOR NUCLEAR SAFETY 

 

Miguel Acosta 

Co-Director 

EARTH CARE 

 

 

 

Sr. Joan Brown 

Executive Director 

INTERFAITH POWER & LIGHT,  

NEW MEXICO 

 

Susan Gordon 

Coordinator 

MULTICULTURAL ALLIANCE FOR A SAFE 

ENVIRONMENT 

 

Mariel Nanasi 

Executive Director 

NEW ENERGY ECONOMY 

 

Marlene Perrotte 

Member 

PARTNERSHIP FOR EARTH SPIRITUALITY 

 

Wendy Volkmann 

Co-Director 

PNM SHAREHOLDERS FOR A RESPONSIBLE 

FUTURE 

 

Debaura James 

Representative 

SEED 

 

Arte Romero y Carver 

Steering Committee Member 

YOUTH UNITED FOR CLIMATE CRISIS ACTION 

(YUCCA) 
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NEW YORK 

 

Andra Leimanis 

Communications & Outreach Director 

ALLIANCE FOR A GREEN ECONOMY 

 

Adam Flint 

Director of Clean Energy Programs 

BINGHAMTON REGIONAL SUSTAINABILITY 

COALITION 

 

Jennifer Scarlott 

Coordinator 

BRONX CLIMATE JUSTICE NORTH 

 

Donna Nicolino 

Organizer 

BUDDHIST ACTION COALITION 

 

Mary Smith 

Communications Director 

CHURCH WOMEN UNITED  

IN NEW YORK STATE 

 

Barbara Warren, RN, MS 

Executive Director 

CITIZENS' ENVIRONMENTAL COALITION 

 

Jessica Clegg 

Coordinator 

CITIZENS FOR LOCAL POWER 

 

Maura Stephens 

cofounder 

COALITION TO PROTECT NEW YORK 

 

Peggy Clarke 

Senior Minister 

COMMUNITY CHURCH OF NEW YORK 

 

Carmi Orenstein 

Co-Founder 

CONCERNED HEALTH PROFESSIONALS OF 

NEW YORK 

 

Michel Lee 

Chairman 

COUNCIL ON INTELLIGENT ENERGY & 

CONSERVATION POLICY (CIECP) 

 

Michael Bucci 

Projects Coordinator 

DEEP GREEN RESISTANCE NEW YORK CITY 

 

Ciara Patten 

Member 

DEMOCRATIC SOCIALISTS OF AMERICA,  

NEW YORK 

 

Patrick Robbins 

Coordinator 

ENERGY DEMOCRACY ALLIANCE 

 

Maureen Cunningham 

Senior Director for Clean Water 

ENVIRONMENTAL ADVOCATES OF NEW YORK 

 

Irene Weiser 

Coordinator 

FOSSIL FREE TOMPKINS 

 

Yvonne Taylor 

Vice President 

GAS FREE SENECA 

 

Jelani Anglin 

Executive Director 

GOOD CALL 

 

Eileen Coles 

Principal & Founder 

GREEN GLEN COVE 

 

Daniel Cho 

Pastor 

HAN UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

 

Bob DiBenedetto 

Member 

HEALTHYPLANET 

 

Faith Iseguede 

Student 

JACKSON STATE UNIVERSITY 

 

Lisa Tyson 

Director 

LONG ISLAND PROGRESSIVE COALITION 
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Diane Picard 

Executive Director 

MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE PROJECT INC. 

 

Ann Maynard 

Managing Director 

MAYNARD HR CONSULTING INC. 

 

Mohini Sharna 

Campaigns Director 

METRO JUSTICE 

 

Nancy Lorence 

Member 

METRO NY CATHOLIC CLIMATE MOVEMENT 

 

Bob Rossi 

Executive Director 

NEW YORK SUSTAINABLE BUSINESS COUNCIL 

 

Betta Broad 

Director 

NEW YORKERS FOR CLEAN POWER 

 

Jonathan Bix 

Executive Director 

NOBODY LEAVES MID-HUDSON 

 

Jerry Rivers 

Member 

NORTH AMERICAN CLIMATE, CONSERVATION 

AND ENVIRONMENT (NACCE) 

 

Jennifer Scarlott 

Coordinator 

NORTH BRONX RACIAL JUSTICE 

 

Stephan Edel 

Coalition Coordinator 

NY RENEWS 

 

Eddie Bautista 

Executive Director 

NYC ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE ALLIANCE, 

INC. 

 

Jill McManus 

Events Organizer 

NYC GRASSROOTS ALLIANCE 

 

 

Matt Malina 

Executive Director 

NYC H2O 

 

Iris Arno 

Co-Chair, Environment Committee 

NYCD16 INDIVISIBLE 

 

Max Anderson 

Deputy Director 

OPEN BUFFALO 

 

Emily Rubino 

Director of Policy & Outreach 

PEACE ACTION NEW YORK STATE 

 

Leslie Cagan 

Coordinator 

PEOPLES CLIMATE MOVEMENT, NY 

 

Peter Hudiburg 

Founder 

PLYMOUTH FRIENDS FOR CLEAN WATER 

 

Susan Shapiro 

Member 

PUBLIC HEALTH AND SUSTAINABLE ENERGY 

 

Harper Bishop 

Deputy Director of Movement Building 

PUSH BUFFALO 

 

Gordian Raacke 

Executive Director 

RENEWABLE ENERGY LONG ISLAND (RELI) 

 

Hyatt Hasegawa Bailey 

Chapter Co-Leader 

RESOURCE GENERATION, NYC CHAPTER 

 

Richard Webster 

Legal Director 

RIVERKEEPER 

 

Kim Fraczek 

Director 

SANE ENERGY PROJECT 
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Grace Nichols 

Board Member 

SAVE THE PINE BUSH 

 

Joseph Campbell 

President 

SENECA LAKE GUARDIAN 

 

Scott Lauffer 

Member 

SIERRA CLUB, SUSQUEHANNA GROUP 

 

Carol De Angelo 

Director of Peace, Justice & Integrity of 

Creation 

SISTERS OF CHARITY OF NEW YORK 

 

Mazeda Uddun 

Founder & CEO 

SOUTH ASIAN FUND FOR EDUCATION, 

SCHOLARSHIP AND TRAINING (SAFEST) 

 

Linda Reik 

Board of Directors Member 

SULLIVAN ALLIANCE FOR SUSTAINABLE 

DEVELOPMENT 

 

Minh Perrier 

Coordinator 

SUNRISE MOVEMENT LYCÉE 

 

Miles Goodrich 

Organizer 

SUNRISE MOVEMENT NYC 

 

 

Finn Mackin 

Hub Coordinator 

SUNRISE MOVEMENT STONY BROOK 

UNIVERSITY 

 

Andy Mager 

Sales Manager & Social Movements Liaison 

SYRACUSE CULTURAL WORKERS 

 

Kevin Cawley 

Director 

THOMAS BERRY FORUM 

 

Elizabath Yeampierre 

Executive Director 

UPROSE 

 

Wes Ernsberger 

Chair, Green Sanctuary Committee 

UU CONGREGATION OF BINGHAMTON, 

GREEN SANCTUARY 

 

Kerene Tayloe 

Director of Federal Legislative Affairs 

WE ACT FOR ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE 

 

Nada Khader 

Executive Director 

WESPAC FOUNDATION 

 

Linda Parks 

Founding Member 

WEST DRYDEN RESIDENTS AGAINST THE 

PIPELINE 

 

 

 

NEVADA 

 

Sarai Devi Dasi 

Co-Coordinator 

NEVADA COUNTY SUNRISE 
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NORTH CAROLINA 

 

Chip VanNess 

Co-Founder 

350 LAKE NORMAN 

 

Karen Bearden 

Coordinator 

350 TRIANGLE 

 

Richard Fireman 

Public Policy Coordinator 

ALLIANCE FOR ENERGY DEMOCRACY 

 

Martha Girolami 

Member 

CHATHAM RESEARCH GROUP 

 

Joel Porter 

Policy Manager 

CLEAN AIR CAROLINA 

 

Hope Taylor 

Executive Director 

CLEAN WATER FOR NORTH CAROLINA 

 

Christi Electris 

Fellow 

CROATAN INSTITUTE 

 

Bobby Jones 

President 

DOWN EAST COAL ASH ENVIRONMENTAL 

AND SOCIAL JUSTICE COALITION 

 

Elaine Chiosso 

Executive Director 

HAW RIVER ASSEMBLY 

 

Susannah Tuttle 

Director 

INTERFAITH POWER & LIGHT, NORTH 

CAROLINA 

 

Eliza Stokes 

Advocacy & Communications Associate 

MOUNTAINTRUE 

Jodi Lasseter 

Founder & Co-Convener 

NC CLIMATE JUSTICE COLLECTIVE 

 

Jim Warren 

Executive Director 

NC WARN 

 

Jennifer Copeland 

Executive Director 

NORTH CAROLINA COUNCIL  

OF CHURCHES 

 

Donna Chavis 

Founder 

REDTAILED HAWK COLLECTIVE 

 

George Matthis 

President 

RIVER GUARDIAN FOUNDATION 

 

Zea Marty 

Co-Coordinator & Training lead 

SUNRISE MOVEMENT BOONE 

 

Alexis Luckey 

Executive Director 

TOXIC FREE NC 

 

William Jackson 

Executive Director 

VILLAGE OF WISDOM 

 

Brenda Wilson 

Co-Founder 

WEST END REVITALIZATION ASSOCIATION 

(WERA) 

 

Emily Keel 

Steering Committee Member 

WOMEN'S INTERNATIONAL LEAGUE FOR 

PEACE AND FREEDOM - TRIANGLE 
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OHIO 

 

Heather Cantino 

Steering Committee Chair 

ATHENS COUNTY'S FUTURE ACTION 

NETWORK 

 

Kristen Barker 

Executive Director 

CO-OP CINCY 

 

Lea Harper 

Managing Director 

FRESHWATER ACCOUNTABILITY PROJECT 

 

Rachael Belz 

Director 

OHIO CONSUMERS POWER ALLIANCE 

 

 

Vina Colley 

President 

PORTSMOUTH PIKETON RESIDENTS FOR 

ENVIRONMENTAL SAFETY AND SECURITY 

(PRESS) 

 

Tristan Rader 

Ohio Program Director 

SOLAR UNITED NEIGHBORS OF OHIO 

 

Kathie Jones 

Organizer 

SUSTAINABLE MEDINA COUNTY 

 

 

 

OREGON 

 

Patricia Hine 

President, Eugene Chapter 

350 EUGENE 

 

Dineen O'Rourke 

Campaign Manager 

350 PDX 

 

David Delk 

Member 

ALLIANCE FOR DEMOCRACY –  

PORTLAND, OREGON 

 

Paula Hood 

Co-Director 

BLUE MOUNTAINS  

BIODIVERSITY PROJECT 

 

Dave King & Mark Darienzo 

Co-Chairs 

CLIMATE JOBS PDX 

 

Melissa Powers 

Faculty Director 

GREEN ENERGY INSTITUTE AT LEWIS & 

CLARK LAW SCHOOL  

 

Lee Helfend 

Campaigns & Communications Manager 

OPAL ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE OREGON 

 

Bob Jenks 

Executive Director 

OREGON CITIZENS' UTILITY BOARD 

 

Kelly Campbell 

Executive Director 

OREGON PHYSICIANS FOR SOCIAL 

RESPONSIBILITY 

 

Liz Trojan 

Council 

OREGON PROGRESSIVE PARTY 

 

Kathleen McKinney 

Board President 

OREGON UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST VOICES 

FOR JUSTICE 

 

Robin Gray Robin Gray 

Member 

PORTLAND RAGING GRANNIES 

(INTERNATIONAL RAGING GRANNIES) 
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Hannah Sohl 

Executive Director 

ROGUE CLIMATE 

 

Vanessa Houk 

Chair 

SOUTHERN OREGON JOBS WITH JUSTICE 

 

Brendan Adamczyk 

Co-Director 

UNIVERSITY OF OREGON CLIMATE JUSTICE 

LEAGUE 

 

Oriana Magnera 

Climate & Energy Policy Coordinator 

VERDE 

 

 

PENNSYLVANIA 

 

Mitch Chanin 

Steering Committee Member 

350 PHILADELPHIA 

 

Karen Feridun 

Founder 

BERKS GAS TRUTH 

 

Karen Feridun 

Co-Founder 

BETTER PATH COALITION 

 

Sharon Furlong 

Spokesperson 

BUCKS ENVIRONMENTAL ACTION 

 

Chris Spahr 

Executive Director 

CENTENNIAL PARKSIDE CDC 

 

David Hughes 

President 

CITIZEN POWER, INC 

 

Joseph Minott 

Executive Director 

CLEAN AIR COUNCIL 

 

Rosemary Davis 

Social Justice Coordinator for IHM Sisters 

IMMACULATE HEART SISTERS 

 

George E. Dempsie Dempsie 

Member 

INTERFAITH POWER & LIGHT, 

PENNSYLVANIA 

 

 

Anthony Giancatarino 

Director/Fellow 

JUST COMMUNITY ENERGY TRANSITION 

PROJECT 

 

Hannah Sassaman 

Policy Director 

MEDIA MOBILIZING PROJECT 

 

Joan L Farb 

Affiliate Leader 

MOVE TO AMEND, LOWER BUCKS 

 

Brenda Smith 

Executive Director 

NINE MILE RUN WATERSHED ASSOCIATION 

 

Stephen Cleghorn 

Owner 

PARADISE GARDENS AND FARM 

 

Jamila Medley 

Executive Director 

PHILADELPHIA AREA COOPERATIVE 

ALLIANCE 

 

Bishop Dwayne Royster 

Executive Director 

POWER 

 

Lena Smith 

Steering Committee Member 

RECLAIMPHILADELPHIA 

 

Sister Mary Norbert Long 

Sister 

SISTERS OF CHARITY 
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Kirtrina Baxter 

Organizer 

SOIL GENERATION 

 

Henry McKay 

Pennsylvania Program Director 

SOLAR UNITED NEIGHBORS OF 

PENNSYLVANIA 

 

Troy Turner 

Hub Coordinator 

SUNRISE MOVEMENT  

BERKS 

 

Maura O'Reilly 

Hub Co-Coordinator 

SUNRISE MOVEMENT  

MUHLENBERG 

 

 

 

 

Ryker Lee 

Hub Coordinator 

SUNRISE MOVEMENT  

OPEN CONNECTIONS 

 

Abigail Leedy 

Organizer 

SUNRISE MOVEMENT 

PHILADELPHIA 

 

Orlena Roe 

Hub Coordinator 

SUNRISE MOVEMENT  

VILLANOVA 

 

Joylette Portlock 

Executive Director 

SUSTAINABLE PITTSBURGH 

 

Sari Steuber 

Operations Coordinator 

TRANSITION TOWN MEDIA 

 

 

 

PUERTO RICO 

 

Abel Vale 

Member 

CIUDADANOS DEL KARSO 

 

 

 

 

RHODE ISLAND 

 

Justin Boyan 

President 

350 RHODE ISLAND 

 

Camilo Viveiros 

Executive Director 

GEORGE WILEY CENTER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thea Riofrancos 

DEMOCRATIC SOCIALISTS OF AMERICA.  

RHODE ISLAND 

 

Nina Wolff Landau 

Hub Coordinator 

SUNRISE MOVEMENT BROWN AND RISD 
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SOUTH CAROLINA 

 

Dr.F Taylor 

Member 

HILTON HEAD FOR PEACE 

 

Dallas Conyers 

Program Coordinator 

INTERFAITH POWER & LIGHT, SOUTH 

CAROLINA 

Brendolyn Boseman 

Executive Director 

THE IMANI GROUP INC 

 

Pat Prunty 

Director of Justice Commission 

PRESENTATION SISTERS 

 

 

TENNESSEE 

 

Eric Amarante 

Director & Secretary 

ADELANTE 

 

Jim Sessions 

Reverend 

INTERFAITH WORKER JUSTICE OF EAST 

TENNESSEE 

 

Ann League 

Executive Director 

STATEWIDE ORGANIZING FOR COMMUNITY 

EMPOWERMENT (SOCM) 

 

Cassie Jackson 

Hub Coordinator 

SUNRISE MOVEMENT FRANKLIN 

 

Isabella Killius 

Organizer 

SUNRISE MOVEMENT KNOXVILLE 

 

Rick Herron 

Hub Coordinator 

SUNRISE MOVEMENT NASHVILLE 

 

Benjamin Allen 

Organizer 

TENNESSEE VALLEY ENERGY  

DEMOCRACY MOVEMENT 

 

Duffy-Marie Arnoult 

Co-Chair 

THE CLIMATE REALITY PROJECT:  

MEMPHIS AND MID-SOUTH REGIONAL 

CHAPTER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TEXAS 

 

Jordan Macha 

Executive Director 

BAYOU CITY WATERKEEPER 

 

Juan Mancias 

Tribal Chairman 

CARRIZO COMECRUDO TRIBE OF TEXAS 

 

 

 

Ilan Levin 

Associate Director 

ENVIRONMENTAL INTEGRITY'S TEXAS 

OFFICE 

 

Roland Scott 

Board Member 

GRAY PANTHERS 
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Olinka Green 

Founder 

HIGHLAND HILLS COMMUNITY ACTION 

COMMITTEE 

 

Susana Almanza 

Director 

PODER 

 

Tricia Cortez 

Member 

RIO GRANDE INTERNATIONAL  

STUDY CENTER 

 

Elizabeth Padilla 

Owner 

SAVE ANDREWS COUNTY 

 

Hanna Mitchell 

Texas Program Director 

SOLAR UNITED NEIGHBORS OF TEXAS 

 

Aaryaman Singhal 

Co-Founder 

SUNRISE MOVEMENT DALLAS 

 

Margarita Gonzlez 

Sunrise Movement RGV 

SUNRISE MOVEMENT RGV 

 

Ishaan Sharma 

Member 

SUNRISE MOVEMENT SAN ANTONIO 

 

Miles Bedlan 

Hub Coordinator 

SUNRISE MOVEMENT WAKELAND 

 

Robin Schneider 

Executive Director 

TEXAS CAMPAIGN FOR THE ENVIRONMENT 

 

Bee Moorhead 

Executive Director 

TEXAS INTERFAITH CENTER FOR PUBLIC 

POLICY/TEXAS IMPACT 

 

Krishnaveni Gundu 

Co-Founder 

TEXAS JAIL PROJECT 

 

Karen Miller 

Executive Director 

TEXAS LEGAL SERVICES CENTER 

 

 

 

 

 

UTAH 

 

Sarah Fields 

Program Director 

URANIUM WATCH 

 

 

Jonny Vasic 

Executive Director 

UTAH PHYSICIANS FOR A HEALTHY 

ENVIRONMENT 

 

 

VERMONT 

 

Maddie Kempner 

Policy Director 

NORTHEAST ORGANIC FARMING 

ASSOCIATION OF VERMONT (NOFA-VT) 

 

Rebecca Fisher-McGinty 

Communications 

ROUND SKY SOLUTIONS 

 

Mark Scrimenti 

Hub Coordinator 

SUNRISE MOVEMENT BRATTLEBORO 

 

Avery Book 

President 

VERMONT WORKERS CENTER 

 

 



 

 

LETTER FROM 830 PUBLIC ORGANIZATIONS                                        

CALLING FOR NATIONWIDE MORATORIUM ON UTILITY SHUT-OFFS                                                                          Page 46 of 48 

IN NEXT CORONAVIRUS PACKAGE                                                                                                                                         April 13, 2020                                              

 

Debra Stoleroff 

Steering Committee Chairperson 

VERMONT YANKEE DECOMMISSIONING 

ALLIANCE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VIRGINIA 

 

Julie Kimmel 

Co-Chair 

350 FAIRFAX 

 

Natalie Pien 

Chair 

350 LOUDOUN 

 

Garry Harris 

Member 

CENTER FOR SUSTAINABLE  

COMMUNITIES 

 

Heidi Berthoud 

Director 

FRIENDS OF BUCKINGHAM 

 

Doug Wellman 

President 

FRIENDS OF NELSON COUNTY 

 

 

Kendyl Crawford 

Member 

INTERFAITH POWER & LIGHT,  

VIRGINIA 

 

Donna Pitt 

Coordinator 

PRESERVE GILES COUNTY 

 

 

 

 

 

Lynda Majors 

Chair 

PRESERVE MONTGOMERY COUNTY VA 

 

Aaron Sutch 

Virginia Program Director 

SOLAR UNITED NEIGHBORS OF VIRIGNIA 

 

William Spencer 

Hub Coordinator 

SUNRISE MOVEMENT RICHMOND 

 

Kelsey Wright 

Hub Coordinator 

SUNRISE MOVEMENT WILLIAMSBURG 

 

Zakia Shabazz 

Member 

UNITED PARENTS AGAINST LEAD 

 

Irene Leech 

President 

VIRGINIA CITIZENS CONSUMER COUNCIL 

 

Heidi Berthoud 

Director 

VIRGINIA COMMUNITY RIGHTS NETWORK 

 

Zakia Shabazz 

Coordinator 

VIRGINIA ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE 

COLLABORATIVE 
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WASHINGTON 

 

Emily Johnston 

Communications Coordinator 

350 SEATTLE 

 

Bradley Thompson 

Board Member 

350 TACOMA 

 

Shomya Tripathy 

Director of Policy & Civic Engagement 

ASIAN COUNSELING AND  

REFERRAL SERVICE 

 

Jill Mangaliman 

Executive Director 

GOT GREEN 

 

Peggy Maze Johnson 

Board Member 

HEART OF AMERICA NORTHWEST 

 

Shelby Handler 

Organizer 

JEWISH VOICE FOR PEACE SEATTLE 

 

Lilliane Ballesteros 

Executive Director 

LATINO COMMUNITY FUND  

OF WASHINGTON STATE 

 

Rich Stolz 

Executive Director 

ONEAMERICA 

 

 

Michael Andrew 

Executive Director 

PSARA (PUGET SOUND ADVOCATES FOR 

RETIREMENT ACTION) 

 

Katrina Peterson 

Climate Justice Program Manager 

PUGET SOUND SAGE 

 

Cassie Whitebread 

Program Coordinator 

SEATTLE WORKS 

 

Dylan Ruggeri 

Leadership 

SUNRISE MOVEMENT TACOMA 

 

Leonard Smith 

Director of Strategic Campaigns 

TEAMSTERS 117 

 

Jeff DeLuca 

Executive Director 

WASHINGTON STATE COMMUNITY ACTION 

PARTNERSHIP 

 

Diana Perez 

State Director 

WASHINGTON STATE LEAGUE OF UNITED 

LATIN AMERICAN CITIZENS (LULAC) 

 

LeeAnne Beres 

Executive Director 

INTERFAITH POWER & LIGHT,  

WASHINGTON 

 

 

 

WASHINGTON, DC 

 

Chris Weiss 

Executive Director 

DC ENVIRONMENTAL NETWORK 

 

Monica Kang 

Founder 

INNOVATORSBOX 

 

Yesenia Rivera 

D.C. Program Director 

SOLAR UNITED NEIGHBORS OF  

WASHINGTON, DC 
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Sophia Halloran 

Co-Hub Coordinator 

SUNRISE MOVEMENT GW 

 

 

 

 

Sarah Strader 

Executive Director 

TWO RABBITS 

 

 

WEST VIRGINIA 

 

Jennifer Wagner 

Co-Director 

MOUNTAIN STATE JUSTICE 

 

Vivian Stockman 

Executive Director 

OHIO VALLEY ENVIRONMENTAL  

COALITION (OVEC) 

 

Roseanna Sacco 

President 

PRESERVE MONROE 

 

Autumn Long 

West Virginia Program Director 

SOLAR UNITED NEIGHBORS OF WEST 

VIRGINIA 

 

Ted Boettner 

Executive Director 

WEST VIRGINIA CENTER ON BUDGET & 

POLICY (WVCBP) 

 

 

 

 

 

WISCONSIN 

 

 

Brel Hutton-Okpalaeke 

President 

AUTONOMOUS SOLIDARITY  

ORGANIZATION, INC. 

 

 

Cheryl Nenn 

Riverkeeper 

MILWAUKEE RIVERKEEPER 

 

Corey E. Olsen 

Owner & Activist 

CEO PIPE ORGANS/ 

GOLDEN PONDS FARM 

 

Susan Michetti 

Organizer 

MT. HOREB CITIZENS AGAINST WATER 

FLUORIDATION 

 

Lauren Olah 

Executive Director 

CITIZENS FOR SAFE WATER  

AROUND BADGER 

 

Zachary Yiannias 

Hub Coordinator 

SUNRISE MOVEMENT  

BROOKFIELD 

 

Thomas Content 

Executive Director 

CITIZENS UTILITY BOARD OF WISCONSIN 

 

Helgaleena Healingline 

Associate Director 

WHITE RABBIT GROVE 
 

 



 

April 15, 2020 
 
The Honorable Nancy Pelosi     The Honorable Mitch McConnell 
Speaker       Majority Leader 
United States House of Representatives   United States Senate 
U.S. Capitol, H-232      U.S. Capitol, S-230 
Washington, DC 20515     Washington, DC 20510 
 
The Honorable Kevin McCarthy    The Honorable Charles Schumer 
Minority Leader      Minority Leader 
United States House of Representatives   United States Senate 
U.S. Capitol, H-204      U.S. Capitol, S-221 
Washington, DC 20515     Washington, DC 20510 
 
 
Dear Speaker Pelosi, Leader McConnell, Leader McCarthy and Leader Schumer, 
 
We write to request that Congress protects the most vulnerable Americans from the danger and 
insecurity that results from utility shut-offs by putting a nationwide moratorium on essential 
utility service disconnections until the COVID-19 pandemic threat has passed and the country’s 
economy has stabilized as part of the next COVID-19 package. A moratorium would provide 
important temporary relief during this COVID-19 crisis, but as we seek to recover from the 
economic impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic, we need to invest in addressing the systemic 
issues driving unjust utility burdens across America.  
  
While the Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Economic Security (CARES) Act included important 
paycheck and eviction protection measures, it failed to ensure that families will continue to have 
access to the basic utility services—including electricity, water and wastewater, heating, 
telecommunications, and internet—essential to survive during this health crisis.  
 
Utility services are especially critical for public health and safety during the COVID-19 
pandemic. Water service ensures that Americans can handwash and disinfect surfaces necessary 
to slow and stop the coronavirus outbreak. Electricity is necessary for families to turn on the 
lights and have refrigerated food to eat. Internet access is essential for many employees to be 
able to work from home and for children who are out of school to access educational resources. 
Millions working service jobs on the front lines of the COVID-19 pandemic are facing 
disconnection.  
 
Utility insecurity is felt by low-wealth Americans, rural and tribal communities and people of 
color. Newly unemployed Americans are facing disconnection because of loss of income. 
Vulnerable elderly populations need electricity to run life-saving medical equipment, keep 
medications refrigerated, and keep their homes at livable temperatures. These are the 
communities that need congressional protections the most. 
 
We applaud the many utilities and that have taken voluntary steps to prevent disconnections 
during this crisis. Many states have also issued orders to keep utility services connected.  
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For all of us to get through this together we need to have a national policy with clear standards 
that utilities can follow, and ensure that no family is left behind in the patchwork of policies. The 
federal government should provide utilities with support for operations as well as customers, 
especially in light of declining utility revenues caused by unemployment, small business 
shutdowns, and rising poverty.  
 
Congress cannot simply give low-wealth Americans a short-term reprieve on disconnections 
without ensuring them adequate time to recover from job losses and other coronavirus impacts. 
Families should not be condemned to a growing and unpayable utility burden that comes due at 
the end of this national emergency. We must ensure that these essential services are maintained 
when the COVID-19 pandemic threat has passed and the country’s economy has stabilized. 
   
We ask that the nationwide moratorium last for at least six months beyond the end date of the 
national state of emergency to allow for a sufficient grace period for families to recover from 
unemployment and other coronavirus-related impacts. All families whose services have already 
been cut off should be safely reconnected. All late fees and bill payments for low-wealth families 
should be forgiven through the end of the grace period. Congress must provide federal support to 
make this possible.  
 
The COVID-19 outbreak has highlighted the systemic problems of poverty and utility insecurity 
in the United States and its disparate impact on low-wealth communities and communities of 
color. When Congress enacts legislation to speed the economic recovery of our country, it should 
prioritize permanently increasing the economic security for low-wealth individuals. Priority 
should go to building infrastructure to support distributed renewable energy, safe water systems, 
and broadband access in rural areas.  
 
Now is the time for our country to provide relief for the communities that are being most harmed 
by the COVID-19 pandemic. We look forward to working with you to find a workable solution 
for all families in this difficult time. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
              
Jeffrey A. Merkley      Peter DeFazio 
United States Senator      Member of Congress 
 
 
 
 
              
Edward J. Markey      Brenda L. Lawrence 
United States Senator      Member of Congress 
 



 
              
Sheldon Whitehouse      Ro Khanna 
United States Senator      Member of Congress 
 
 
 
 
              
Elizabeth Warren      Jan Schakowsky 
United States Senator      Member of Congress 
 
 
 
 
              
Cory A. Booker      Sheila Jackson Lee 
United States Senator      Member of Congress 
 
 
 
 
              
Chris Van Hollen      Eleanor Holmes Norton 
United States Senator      Member of Congress 
 
 
 
 
              
Patty Murray       David N. Cicilline 
United States Senator      Member of Congress 
 
 
 
 
              
Kamala D. Harris      Albio Sires 
United States Senator      Member of Congress 
 
 
 
 
              
Bernard Sanders      Nanette Diaz Barragán 
United States Senator      Member of Congress 



 
              
Ron Wyden       Yvette D. Clarke 
United States Senator      Member of Congress 
 
 
 
 
              
Kirsten Gillibrand      Gwen Moore 
United States Senator      Member of Congress 
 
 
 
 
              
Richard Blumenthal      James P. McGovern 
United States Senator      Member of Congress 
 
 
 
 
              
Richard J. Durbin      Mike Doyle 
United States Senator      Member of Congress 
 
 
 
 
              
Tammy Duckworth      Bobby L. Rush 
United States Senator      Member of Congress 
 
 
 
 
              
Amy Klobuchar      Jerry McNerney 
United States Senator      Member of Congress 
 
 
 
 
              
Jahana Hayes       Jerrold Nadler 
Member of Congress      Member of Congress 



 
              
Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez     Donna E. Shalala 
Member of Congress      Member of Congress 
 
 
 
 
              
Pramila Jayapal      Chellie Pingree 
Member of Congress      Member of Congress 
 
 
 
 
              
Veronica Escobar      Donald S. Beyer Jr.  
Member of Congress      Member of Congress 
 
 
 
 
              
Marcia L. Fudge      Betty McCollum 
Member of Congress      Member of Congress 
 
 
 
 
              
Ann Kirkpatrick      Adriano Espaillat 
Member of Congress      Member of Congress 
 
 
 
 
              
Anna G. Eshoo      Tulsi Gabbard 
Member of Congress      Member of Congress 
 
 
 
 
              
Juan Vargas       Suzanne Bonamici 
Member of Congress      Member of Congress 



 
              
Ruben Gallego      Bonnie Watson Coleman 
Member of Congress      Member of Congress 
 
 
 
 
              
Mike Quigley       Jamie Raskin 
Member of Congress      Member of Congress 
 
 
 
 
              
Rashida Tlaib       Earl Blumenauer 
Member of Congress      Member of Congress 
 
 
 
 
              
Steve Cohen       Gilbert R. Cisneros, Jr. 
Member of Congress      Member of Congress 
 
 
 
 
              
Grace F. Napolitano      Joseph P. Kennedy III 
Member of Congress      Member of Congress 
 
  
 
 
              
Tim Ryan       Alan Lowenthal 
Member of Congress      Member of Congress 
 
 
 
 
              
Harley Rouda       John B. Larson 
Member of Congress      Member of Congress 



 
              
Wm. Lacy Clay      Frederica S. Wilson 
Member of Congress      Member of Congress 
 
 
 
 
              
Chris Pappas       Julia Brownley 
Member of Congress      Member of Congress 
 
 
 
 
              
Ilhan Omar       Sanford D. Bishop, Jr. 
Member of Congress      Member of Congress 
 
 
 
 
              
Nydia M. Velázquez      Dan Kildee 
Member of Congress      Member of Congress 
 
 
 
 
              
Alma S. Adams, Ph.D.      Ayanna Pressley 
Member of Congress      Member of Congress 
 
 
 
 
              
Mike Thompson      Stephen E. Lynch 
Member of Congress      Member of Congress 
 
 
 
 
              
Gerald E. Connolly      Barbara Lee 
Member of Congress      Member of Congress 



 
              
Karen Bass       Bennie G. Thompson 
Member of Congress      Member of Congress 
 
 
 
 
              
Jennifer Wexton      Danny K. Davis 
Member of Congress      Member of Congress 
 
 
 
 
              
Matthew Cartwright      Peter Welch 
Member of Congress      Member of Congress 
 
 
 
 
              
Bill Foster       Thomas R. Suozzi 
Member of Congress      Member of Congress 
 
 
 
 
              
Marcy Kaptur       Richard E. Neal 
Member of Congress      Member of Congress 
 
 
 
 
              
Andy Levin       Judy Chu 
Member of Congress      Member of Congress 
 
 
 
 
              
Cedric L. Richmond      Joyce Beatty 
Member of Congress      Member of Congress 



 
              
Sean Casten       Jackie Speier 
Member of Congress      Member of Congress 
 
 
 
 
              
David E. Price       José E. Serrano 
Member of Congress      Member of Congress 
 
 
 
 
              
Derek Kilmer       André Carson 
Member of Congress      Member of Congress 
 
 
 
 
              
Susan Wild       Debbie Mucarsel-Powell 
Member of Congress      Member of Congress 
 
 
 
 
              
Sylvia R. Garcia      Carolyn B. Maloney 
Member of Congress      Member of Congress 
 
 
 
 
              
Ted W. Lieu       Eliot L. Engel 
Member of Congress      Member of Congress 
 
 
 
 
              
Katie Porter       Al Green 
Member of Congress      Member of Congress 



 
              
Linda T. Sánchez      Suzan K. DelBene 
Member of Congress      Member of Congress 
 
 
 
 
              
Raja Krishnamoorthi      Deb Haaland 
Member of Congress      Member of Congress 
 
 
 
 
              
Paul D. Tonko       Katherine M. Clark 
Member of Congress      Member of Congress 
 
 
 
 
              
A. Donald McEachin      Rosa L. DeLauro 
Member of Congress      Member of Congress 
 
 
 
 
              
Mark Pocan       Elissa Slotkin 
Member of Congress      Member of Congress 
 
 
 
 
         
Ted Deutch        
Member of Congress  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

October 5, 2020 
 
Dr. Robert R. Redfield 
Director 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
1600 Clifton Road 
Atlanta, GA 30329 
 
Dear Director Redfield: 
 

We write to request that you use your authority under section 361 of the Public Health 
Services Act to issue a nationwide moratorium on drinking water shutoffs, because access to 
clean water is essential to prevent the spread of the coronavirus.1    

 
With over 7 million coronavirus cases in the United States and over 200,000 lives lost, 

the coronavirus remains a major public health threat in this country.2  Numerous public health 
officials, including yourself and other officials from the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC), have stated that access to clean water is essential to stopping the spread of the 
coronavirus.  For example, in March CDC recommended washing hands for at least 20 seconds 
with soap and water to prevent the spread of the coronavirus.3  In addition, during a hearing 
before the Committee on Oversight and Reform on coronavirus preparedness and response, you 
testified about the importance of people washing their hands in order to stop the spread of the 
disease.4  Public health officials continue to recommend hand washing to prevent and slow the 
spread of the coronavirus.5  In fact, you reiterated last month that hand washing, along with 
mask-wearing and social distancing, could bring the virus “under control.”6      

 

 
1 42 U.S.C. § 264. 
2 John Hopkins University & Medicine, Coronavirus Resource Center (online at 

https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/map.html) (accessed on Oct. 5, 2020).  
3 Coronavirus:  Over 1,000 Cases Now In U.S., And 'It's Going To Get Worse,' Fauci Says, National Public 

Radio (Mar. 11, 2020) (online at www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2020/03/11/814460233/coronavirus-1-000-
cases-now-in-u-s-and-it-s-going-to-get-worse-fauci-says).   

4 Committee on Oversight and Reform, Hearing on Coronavirus Preparedness and Response (Mar. 11 – 
12, 2020) (online at https://oversight.house.gov/legislation/hearings/coronavirus-preparedness-and-response).   

5 Fauci:  The US, Still in First COVID-19 Wave, Should Prepare For the 'Challenge' of Fall and Winter, 
The Hill (Sept. 25, 2020) (online at https://thehill.com/changing-america/well-being/prevention-cures/518173-fauci-
the-us-still-in-first-covid-19-wave-should).  

6 CDC Director Says South Turning the Tide as College Parties Fuel Coronavirus Concerns, Washington 
Post (Aug. 20, 2020) (online at www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2020/08/20/coronavirus-covid-live-updates-us/). 

Mary Grant
Attachment 3



Dr. Robert Redfield 
Page 2 

At this crucial time, there is no national moratorium on water shutoffs to ensure that 
every American has access to clean water.  Although several states acted at the beginning of the 
pandemic to implement moratoriums on water shutoffs, many of these state moratoriums have 
expired or will expire in the coming weeks.  For example, moratoriums have recently expired in 
Illinois, North Carolina, and Maryland.  As a result of these and other expirations of water 
shutoff moratoriums, over half of the United States’ population is currently at risk for water 
disconnection.7   

Just as CDC acted to ensure that Americans are protected from evictions, access to water 
in each person’s home is also essential to preventing the spread of the coronavirus and allow 
people infected with the virus to isolate without the need to come in contact with other persons in 
order to bathe or drink water.8  For the above reasons, the Subcommittee urges you to order a 
nationwide moratorium on water shutoffs under section 361 of the Public Health Services Act.   

If you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact Subcommittee staff at 
(202) 225-5051.  Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

Sincerely, 

____________________________          ____________________________  
Harley Rouda   Rashida Tlaib  
Chairman      Vice Chairwoman  
Subcommittee on Environment      Subcommittee on Environment  

cc: The Honorable Mark Green, Ranking Member 
Subcommittee on Environment 

7  UPDATE:  57 Million People Have Lost Protections from Water Shutoffs as Pandemic Still Rages, Food 
& Water Watch (Sept. 1, 2020) (online at http://foodandwaterwatch.org/news/update-57-million-people-have-lost-
protections-water-shutoffs-pandemic-still-rages).   

8 Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Department of Health and Human Services, Temporary Halt 
in Residential Evictions to Prevent the Further Spread of COVID-19 (Sept. 4, 2020) (online at 
www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/09/04/2020-19654/temporary-halt-in-residential-evictions-to-prevent-the-
further-spread-of-covid-19). 



Sent electronically on October 21, 2020 

 

Dr. Robert R. Redfield 
Director 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention  
1600 Clifton Road 
Atlanta, GA  30329 
                     

October 21, 2020 
 

 

Request for a Nationwide Water Shutoff Moratorium 

 
 
Dear Director Redfield:  

 

On behalf of our members and supporters, we, the undersigned 121 organizations, call on you 

to take urgent action to stop water shutoffs nationwide to help protect people from Covid-19. We 

ask that you use your authority under Section 361 of the Public Health Services Act to impose a 

nationwide moratorium on water service disconnections for nonpayment during the Covid-19 

pandemic with safe service restoration for all households previously disconnected.  

 

Water is critical for disinfection and sanitation to control the spread of Covid-19. One of the 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s top recommendations to help stop the spread of 

disease is thorough and frequent handwashing, but without access to water, people cannot 

follow this simple — yet crucial — advice. Strikingly, research from We the People of Detroit 

identified a direct correlation between zip codes with highest rates of water shutoffs and the 

highest COVID-19 cases in Detroit, and found a substantial, statistically significant effect of 

water insecurity on psychological distress (see appendix).   

 

Water shutoffs pose a real threat to human health. Right now, thousands of people could be 

living without running water in their homes; they do not have water to drink, bathe, clean and 

disinfect, wash their hands, or flush their toilets. Households that have their water shut off will be 

even more vulnerable to the rampant spread of the coronavirus endangering the health and 

safety of entire communities. Seniors, pregnant women, young children and people with 

diabetes and other illnesses are especially vulnerable. 

 

As of October 1, less than half of the country was protected from water shutoffs by a state or 

local moratorium, as more than 180 local and state protections have expired. An estimated 177 

million people are not protected under a local or state water shutoff moratorium, and hundreds 

of thousands of people are at risk of water shutoff across the country because they have fallen 

behind on their water bills (see appendix).  

 

Now is the time to act to help prevent this deepening public health disaster by issuing a 

nationwide water shutoff moratorium. 

 

 
Sincerely, 
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National 

Action Center on Race and the Economy 

American Rivers 

Campaign for Lead Free Water 

Center for Biological Diversity 

Corporate Accountability 

Daughters of Charity of St. Vincent de Paul 

Earthjustice 

Food & Water Action 

Friends of the Earth U.S. 

Greenpeace US 

Justice Action Mobilization Network 

Kairos Center for Religions, Rights and Social Justice 

League of Conservation Voters 

NAACP Legal Defense and Educational Fund Inc. (LDF) 

National Coalition for Legislation on Affordable Water 

National Welfare Rights Union 

Natural Resources Defense Council 

Nuclear Information and Resource Service 

Oil Change International 

Physicians for Social Responsibility 

Progressive Democrats of America  

Public Citizen 

Recode.org 

River Network 

Sisters of Charity Federation 

Sisters of Mercy of the Americas Justice Team 

The Democracy Collaborative 

  
 

Regional 

Alliance for the Great Lakes 

Citizens United for Renewable Energy (CURE) 

Earth Ethics, Inc.  

For Love of Water (FLOW) 



Freshwater Future 

Michigan Citizens for Water Conservation 

Sisters of the Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary, New Windsor, NY 

Ursulines of the Roman Union - Eastern Province 

We the People of Detroit 

 
 

Alabama 

Alabama Arise 

Cahaba River Society 

Dynamite Hill-Smithfield Community Land Trust 

SWEET Alabama 

 
 

California 

Community Water Center 

Lady Freethinker 

MLK Coalition of Greater Los Angeles 

North County Watch 

Restore the Delta 

Social Eco Education (SEE-LA) 

 
 

Colorado 

San Luis Valley Ecosystem Council 
 
 

Florida 

Nature Coast Conservation 
 
 

Illinois 

Clean Power Lake County 

Faith In Place Action Fund 

Metropolitan Planning Council 

Prairie Rivers Network 

She Votes Illinois 

 
 

Indiana 

Citizens Action Coalition of IN 



 
 

Iowa 

Iowa Citizens for Community Improvement 

Iowa Unitarian Universalist Witness/Advocacy Network 

 
 

Louisiana 

350 New Orleans 
 
 

Maryland 

Chesapeake Physicians for Social Responsibility 

Cleanwater linganore Inc. 

Homeless Persons Representation Project, Inc. 

Prince George's County Peace & Justice Coalition 

Public Justice Center 

 
 

Massachusetts 

Fore River Residents Against the Compressor Station 

Old Stone Mill Center Zero Waste Maker Space 

Take Back the Grid 

 
 

Michigan 

48217 Community and Environmental Health Organization 

Detroit Jews for Justice 

Detroit Metro United Church of Christ Social Justice Team 

Flint Rising 

James and Grace Lee Boggs Center 

Michigan Coalition for Human Rights 

Michigan Welfare Rights Organization 

NMEAC 

People's Water Board Coalition 

The Original United Citizens of Southwest Detroit 

Title Track 

Water You Fighting For? 

 
 
 



Minnesota  

Community Power 

Cooperative Energy Futures 

COPAL MN 

 
 

New Jersey 

Coalition Against Pilgrim Pipeline - NJ 

Franciscan Response to Fossil Fuel 

Indivisible NJ5 

Lutherans Engaging in Advocacy Ministry NJ 

MoveOn.org Hoboken 

New Jersey Tenants Organization 

NJ State Industrial Union Council 

Occupy Bergen County 

People Demanding Action 

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Sussex County 

WATERSPIRIT 

 
 

New Mexico 

Common Ground Community Trust  

Concerned Citizens for Nuclear Safety 

New Energy Economy 

We Are One River 

 
 

New York 

Center for Elder Law & Justice 

Church Women United in New York State 

Environmental Advocates of NY 

Erie County Bar Association Volunteer Lawyers Project 

Franciscan Sisters of the Atonement 

Legal Aid Bureau of Buffalo, Inc. 

Long Island Progressive Coalition 

Metro NY Catholic Climate Movement 

New York Communities for Change 



New York Public Interest Research Group (NYPIRG) 

North American Climate, Conservation and Environment (NACCE) 

NYC H2O 

Partnership for the Public Good 

Save the Sound 

Seneca Lake Guardian  

Stop the Algonquin Pipeline Expansion  

Western New York Law Center 

 
 

North Carolina 

River Guardian Foundation 
 
 

Oregon 

Portland Citizens for Lead-free Drinking Water 

Rogue Climate 

 
 

Pennsylvania 

Pennsylvania Utility Law Project, on behalf of our low income clients 

Water rights awareness of Pennsylvania 

 
 

West Virginia 

Mountain State Justice, Inc. 
 
 

Wisconsin 

Milwaukee Riverkeeper 

Milwaukee Water Commons 

 
  



Appendix 

 
Research 

 
• WLNS. Detroit water shutoffs led to more COVID-19 Cases. July 9, 2020.  

• Nadia Gaber, Andrew Silva, Monica Lewis-Patrick, Emily Kutil, Debra Taylor, Roslyn Bouier, 

Water insecurity and psychosocial distress: case study of the Detroit water shutoffs. Journal of 

Public Health, October 2020; fdaa157; https://doi.org/10.1093/pubmed/fdaa157 

• Meehan, K,  Jepson, W,  Harris, LM, et al.  Exposing the myths of household water insecurity in 

the global north: A critical review. WIREs Water.  2020;e1486. 

https://doi.org/10.1002/wat2.1486 

• Patel AI, Hecht  CE, Cradock A, Edwards MA, Ritchie LD. Drinking Water in the United States: 

Implications of Water Safety, Access, and Consumption.  Annual Review of Nutrition, Volume 40, 

pages 345-373, September 2020. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev-nutr-122319-035707 

• Montag, Coty. Thurgood Marshall Institute at the NAACP Legal Defense and Educational Fund, 

Inc. “Water/Color: A Study of Race and the Water Affordability Crisis in America’s Cities.” June 

2019.  

• Food & Water Watch. “America’s Secret Water Crisis: National shutoff survey reveals water 

affordability emergency affecting millions.” October 2018.   

• Warner, Mildred E., Xue Zhang and Marcela González Rivas 2020. “Which States and Cities 

Protect Residents from Water Disconnection in the COVID-19 Pandemic?” Utilities Policy, on line 

before print https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jup.2020.101118 

 

Water Shutoff Moratoria 

 
• According to Food & Water Action’s live tracker of water shutoff moratoria: 

• As of October 1, 2020, 46 percent of the country – 151 million people – remains 

protected under a water shutoff moratorium. This is down from a high of two-thirds of the 

U.S. population that had been protected. 

▪ An estimated 177 million people are not protected under a local or state shutoff 

moratorium.  

▪ One in five people nationally have lost protections from water shutoffs because of 

expiring local and state moratoria — 63 million people have lost protections.  

• At least 182 moratoria, including nine comprehensive statewide orders, have 

expired.  

• Over the month of September alone, an additional 32 local and state moratoria expired, 

affecting 6.5 million people.  

• By November 2, only five states could have a comprehensive water shutoff moratorium in 

place: California, New Jersey, New York, Vermont and Washington State.  

 

• NRDC - “Congress & States Must Protect Water Access During COVID-19”  

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.wlns.com/news/michigan/detroit-water-shutoffs-led-to-more-covid-19-cases/
https://academic.oup.com/jpubhealth/advance-article/doi/10.1093/pubmed/fdaa157/5904497
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/wat2.1486#.X3sI2rnAwiI.twitter
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/wat2.1486#.X3sI2rnAwiI.twitter
https://doi.org/10.1002/wat2.1486
https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev-nutr-122319-035707
https://tminstituteldf.org/publications/2383/
https://www.foodandwaterwatch.org/insight/americas-secret-water-crisis
https://www.foodandwaterwatch.org/insight/americas-secret-water-crisis
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/153Ze6RRZ-ZZ9oVkaSErhVHGMv3Z4laQDs0GRO7UmYnQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.nrdc.org/experts/larry-levine/congress-states-must-protect-water-access-during-covid-19


Shutoff Data 

 
• In Florida, Orlando and Jacksonville shut off hundreds of households a day from water and power 

in July and August. Orlando alone had 15,000 customers who were eligible for shut off, and in 

Jacksonville, JEA had disconnected 22,000 customers since July 10, as of October 8.  

• In South Carolina, Charleston shut off water service to 3,137 households in the last two weeks of 

August, and another 4,000 customers were at risk of shutoff as of September 1. 

• In Tennessee, Memphis, 9,000 homes were disconnected from utilities on August 24, the first day 

of resumed shutoffs, and around 31,000 customers were at risk of being cut off. 

• In Texas, Laredo said that 17,000 households were behind on their bills and could be shut off 

from water, as of September 3 - that’s nearly 20% of its customers. 

• In Illinois, Aqua Illinois sent out 15,120 water shutoff notices in August - that’s 20% of its 

customers. The state ICC moratorium expired September 1 (source: docket information).  

• In Arizona, Mesa had 9,240 customers and Scottsdale had 1,422 customers who were behind on 

their bills and could face water shutoff as of September 1.  

• In Alabama, 12,000 customers of Birmingham Water Works were facing shutoff as of October 14. 

• In Pennsylvania, as of September, regulated water utilities reported 106,766 residential 

customers were at risk of disconnection; the PUC moratorium ends November 9 (source: 

docket information). 

• In North Carolina, 146,704 residential customers became eligible for water shutoff in July 

(source: docket information).  

 

https://www.orlandosentinel.com/coronavirus/os-ne-ouc-disconnects-begin-20200714-pikvm7kx2zennnlxgn3rnewrde-story.html
https://www.firstcoastnews.com/article/news/local/more-than-400-jea-customers-unplugged-as-utility-starts-disconnecting-delinquent-accounts/77-6a549bd3-db3a-4c30-9a37-642d09aae4e0
https://www.wftv.com/news/local/orange-county/ouc-plans-resume-normal-billing-shutoffs-nonpayment-next-week/WSVZT4NF5ZCSRPK37WI76DTLDY/
https://www.actionnewsjax.com/news/local/duval-county/some-families-end-up-homeless-jacksonville-advocacy-group-urges-utility-districts-stop-disconnects-during-pandemic/UY2UTFL2RVGANDF3HK4M4MYD4M/
https://www.counton2.com/news/local-news/charleston-county-news/charleston-water-system-expects-500-shutoffs-per-day-in-upcoming-weeks/
https://www.counton2.com/news/local-news/charleston-county-news/charleston-water-system-expects-500-shutoffs-per-day-in-upcoming-weeks/
https://www.localmemphis.com/article/news/local/mlgw-customers-long-wait-times-dropped-calls-disconnections/522-3f2dec0e-3e12-4ff9-889b-a8fe3d38d602
https://www.lmtonline.com/news/article/17-000-customers-delinquent-on-water-bills-15541512.phpv
https://www.icc.illinois.gov/docket/P2020-0309/documents/303181/files/528662.pdf
https://www.azcentral.com/story/news/local/arizona/2020/09/19/how-phoenix-cities-aps-and-srp-collect-overdue-utility-bills/5811704002/
https://abc3340.com/news/local/12000-fighting-to-keep-the-water-on-organizations-city-officials-plead-with-bwwb
http://www.puc.state.pa.us/about_puc/consolidated_case_view.aspx?Docket=M-2020-3020055
https://starw1.ncuc.net/NCUC/PSC/PSCDocumentDetailsPageNCUC.aspx?DocumentId=72ecfbb7-4e52-4213-bc3f-f7761e7d3a02&Class=Filing
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