
RESOLUTION 2013-47 
 
RESOLUTION REQUESTING THE ENVIRONMENTAL 
PROTECTION AGENCY (EPA) TO ACT TO REDUCE CARBON 
POLLUTION WHILE BUILDING RESILIENT COMMUNITIES 

 
WHEREAS,  the International Governmental Panel on Climate Change calls climate 

change “the greatest challenge of our time” and predicts that climate 
change will cause negative, unprecedented changes in the climate 
system, including increasingly severe and frequent extreme weather 
events; and 

 
WHEREAS,  the Union of Concerned Scientists agrees that human activity, such as 

burning fossil fuels and deforestation, is the primary cause of global 
warming; and 

 
WHEREAS,  the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development has 

identified the Virginia region as vulnerable to flooding from storm 
surges and sea level rise fueled by climate change; and 

 
WHEREAS,  scientists have called for reductions in carbon pollution to avoid the 

predicted negative impacts of climate change; and 
 
WHEREAS,  the U.S. Supreme Court ruled in Massachusetts v. EPA (2007) that 

greenhouse gases are “air pollutants” as defined by the Clean Air Act 
and the Environmental Protection Agency has the authority to regulate 
them; and  

 
WHEREAS,  the President has instructed the Environmental Protection Agency to 

regulate greenhouse gases from both new and existing power plants, 
which are the nation’s single largest sources of such pollution.  

  
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Falls 
Church,  
  Virginia: 

 
(1) that the Council respectfully requests that the Environmental 

Protection Agency finalize standards that curb carbon pollution from 
new and existing power plants under the authority of the Clean Air 
Act; and 

 
(2) that the City Clerk is hereby directed to provide a copy of this 

resolution be sent to the Administrator for the Environmental 
Protection Agency; and 
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(3) that the Council respectfully requests Virginia’s leaders to support 
these climate solutions.  

  
Reading: 12-09-13 
Adoption: 12-09-13 
(TR13-48) 
 
        IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the foregoing was adopted by the City Council of the 
City of Falls Church, Virginia on December 9, 2013 as Resolution 2013-47. 
 

 
     _____________________________________ 
     Kathleen Clarken Buschow 
     City Clerk 
 


