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i npacts can be linked to the action and the risks are reasonably certain to occur.”

Enviros file nultiple ESA lawsuits in Wst. _The Center for Biologica
Diversity Cctober 2 filed five lawsuits to protest the renpval of critical habitat

for six species in the West. The center charged that the Bush adninistration
renmoved 300, 000 acres of critical habitat for the species even though gover nnent

scientists said the habitat was needed for the species’ survival. The species
i ncl ude western snowy plover, California tiger salamander, southwestern will ow
flycatcher, Buena Vista Lake shrew and two California plants. In Decenber FW5 said

it would revise in whole or in part seven decisions affecting inperiled species that
i nvol ved a controversial forner Interior Departnment enployee. FW said it would |et
one other decision involving the fornmer enpl oyee stand. Controversial fornmer deputy
assistant secretary of Interior for Fish and Wldlife Julie MDonald oversaw al

ei ght of the actions. Congressional Denocrats and conservationi sts have charged
that McDonald interfered with scientific assessnents nade by FW5 enpl oyees. FW5
said in the earlier Decenber announcenent it would revise decisions involving the
Wiite-tailed prairie dog, Preble s neadow junping nouse, 12 species of Hawaiian
picture-wing flies, Arroyo toad, Southwestern willow flycatcher (included in the
Center lawsuit), and the Canada | ynx.

BLM Wom ng begins to reorgani ze. Over the next year the BLM State Ofice in
Woning will reorganize its field offices by adding a new managenent |evel of
district offices. It will create three district offices that will oversee 10 field
offices. BLMsaid its field offices, nany of which nmanage the nost intense oil and
gas devel oprment in the country, will not change their staffs. A new Woning Hi gh
District office will oversee Rock Springs, Raw ins, Kenmerer and Pinedale field
offices. A new Wnd R ver/Bighorn Basis District will oversee Wrland, Cody and
Lander field offices. And a Woning Hgh Plains District will oversee Casper
Buf fal o and Newcastle field offices.

Bel eaguered RI K program produces revenues. The M nerals Managenent Service’'s
(MWB's) royalty-in-kind (RIK) program nuch criticized for ethical failures, stil
continues to produce big revenues. 1In the |atest exanple MVS sold an estinmted $384
mllion worth of natural gas in western Wom ng to four conpanies, MVS announced
Cctober 9. Under RIK MVS takes royalties in the formof the oil and gas itself and
then contracts with private conpanies to sell the oil and gas. MV then pockets the
revenues fromthe sales. 1In the western Woning RIK sale gas fromthe Jonah-

Pi nedal e area was sold to Energy Commodities Group Inc., Oneok Energy Services Co.
Senpra Energy Tradi ng and Shell Energy North Anerica. Eleven conpanies bid on the
gas. Interior Departnent |nspector General Earl Devaney in three devastating
Septenber 9 reports charged the MVS RIK office with m sbehavior. “Mre
specifically, we discovered that between 2002 and 2006, nearly one-third of the
entire RIK staff socialized with, and received a wide array of gifts and gratuities
from oil and gas conpanies with whom RI K was conducting official business,” said
Devaney. “Wiile the dollar amount of gifts and gratuities was not enornous these
enpl oyees accepted gifts with prodigious frequency.”

Bush team prepares for transition. Wite House Chief of Staff Joshua Bol den
will head a team of Bush admi nistration officials that will help transfer policy to
the next admi nistration. The Presidential Transition Coordinating Council will
i nclude 14 ot her standing nenbers, including various aides to the President and the
director of the Ofice of Managenent and Budget. The teamincludes neither the
Secretary of Agriculture nor the Secretary of Interior. The teamis heavy on
international affairs and honel and security officials. President Bush announced
formation of the council in an October 9 executive order

Grand Staircase grazing plan proposed. BLM published a proposed G and
St ai rcase- Escal ante National Mnunent plan amendnent and draft EI'S Cctober 10 that
wi Il govern grazing uses on about 2.1 nmillion acres in southern Uah. A preferred
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