After years of border-wall construction,
Arizona activist says it’s time to restore
damaged lands
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CORONADO NATIONAL MONUMENT, Arizona (Border Report) — After a year and a
half of watching the border wall go up almost on a daily basis in Arizona, Laiken Jordahl
says he finally had reason to smile this week.

Jordahl works for the Center for Biological Diversity.

He said he is definitely seeing a pause in construction as crews are putting equipment
away and winding down following President Joe Biden’s executive order to halt the
border-wall construction along the southern border.


https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffox2now.com%2Fnews%2Fborder-report%2Fafter-years-of-border-wall-construction-arizona-activist-says-its-time-to-restore-damaged-lands%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cmedia2%40biologicaldiversity.org%7C24f4ca9bb94e44a8359808d8c8a2fbfd%7C95c0c3b8013c435ebeea2c762e78fae0%7C1%7C0%7C637479949652589442%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=j31y41Xp4CEWbubvVK%2B%2FFBesE0WU5e3Od%2FbRJ9LfLT0%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffox2now.com%2Fnews%2Fborder-report%2Fafter-years-of-border-wall-construction-arizona-activist-says-its-time-to-restore-damaged-lands%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cmedia2%40biologicaldiversity.org%7C24f4ca9bb94e44a8359808d8c8a2fbfd%7C95c0c3b8013c435ebeea2c762e78fae0%7C1%7C0%7C637479949652589442%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=j31y41Xp4CEWbubvVK%2B%2FFBesE0WU5e3Od%2FbRJ9LfLT0%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffox2now.com%2Fnews%2Fborder-report%2Fafter-years-of-border-wall-construction-arizona-activist-says-its-time-to-restore-damaged-lands%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cmedia2%40biologicaldiversity.org%7C24f4ca9bb94e44a8359808d8c8a2fbfd%7C95c0c3b8013c435ebeea2c762e78fae0%7C1%7C0%7C637479949652589442%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=j31y41Xp4CEWbubvVK%2B%2FFBesE0WU5e3Od%2FbRJ9LfLT0%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffox2now.com%2Fnews%2Fborder-report%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cmedia2%40biologicaldiversity.org%7C24f4ca9bb94e44a8359808d8c8a2fbfd%7C95c0c3b8013c435ebeea2c762e78fae0%7C1%7C0%7C637479949652599437%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=f%2FYtRVGZ2PutFt%2F38Q25knnr25tZFl0Q1JMpDjEtJxs%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.borderreport.com%2F%3Fpost_type%3Dprofile%26p%3D122062&data=04%7C01%7Cmedia2%40biologicaldiversity.org%7C24f4ca9bb94e44a8359808d8c8a2fbfd%7C95c0c3b8013c435ebeea2c762e78fae0%7C1%7C0%7C637479949652599437%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=TYrucAzaP21kO2YrsZyx8tfOkhc5yuve%2FUDiFVbi%2BGM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.borderreport.com%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cmedia2%40biologicaldiversity.org%7C24f4ca9bb94e44a8359808d8c8a2fbfd%7C95c0c3b8013c435ebeea2c762e78fae0%7C1%7C0%7C637479949652609428%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Gz7tZ2jvUI0%2FDk3RsWEW1XzSX9l66P18VbGw2IFak4A%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffox2now.com%2Fnews%2Fborder-report%2Fafter-years-of-border-wall-construction-arizona-activist-says-its-time-to-restore-damaged-lands%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cmedia2%40biologicaldiversity.org%7C24f4ca9bb94e44a8359808d8c8a2fbfd%7C95c0c3b8013c435ebeea2c762e78fae0%7C1%7C0%7C637479949652609428%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=SdzlNdx39GzZCnNo1%2BYpRnAE6qSoflUEemnhThYLDr4%3D&reserved=0

“Feels like change is coming,” Jordahl said. “I can’t help but to feel like we failed to
protect some of these places, like Organ Pipe and San Bernardino National Wildlife
Refuge, we fought like hell did everything we could, filed lawsuits, organized protests,
lobbied congress, but Trump and his administration were so committed that we couldn’t
save everything.”




Laiken Jordahl says he spent more than a year witnessing and documenting border wall
construction and its impact on the environment. (Salvador Rivera/Border Report)

Jordahl says he has witnessed mountains being blown up and carved out as miles and
miles of new fencing went up.

“It’s a deep evil irony that Trump always said he was about law and order, yet he waived
more than 80 legal policies and laws that protect people and wildlife,” he said.

Jordahl is optimistic Biden will stop border wall construction permanently since with
the current moratorium expiring in two months.

The Trump administration always maintained the wall was needed for national security
as a way to keep illegal drugs and undocumented migrants out of the country.

Border Patrol agents often say the wall has made their job easier. Something with which
Jordahl disagrees.

“Walls have never been the solution, the wall was about Trump winning the election,”
said Jordahl, who says attention must now turn to restoration of sensitive lands
damaged by the construction.

“It could take hundreds of years to undo what’s happened, but we have to start right
away,” he said.

In Part 2 of our special series, Border Report will look into the future of the sections of
wall that have already gone up and what it might take to restore the land beneath and
around it.
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