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Environmental Groups Blast Trump’s Push
to Open up Protected Desert Lands
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Environmental organizations are blasting a last-ditch effort by the Trump administration to open
up millions of acres in the Southern California desert to mining, energy development and
broadband infrastructure, a move activists say would be catastrophic to desert wildlife
populations.

The U.S. Department of Interior announced Wednesday a series of proposed amendments to the
Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan, which designates more than 10 million acres for
conservation and recreation. Among the plan’s proposed amendments is the reduction of
California Desert National Conservation Lands — now closed to energy development — by 2.2
million acres. The move would also scale back special protections to about 1.8 million acres of
desert called Areas of Critical Environmental Concern.

“The proposed amendment will provide better opportunities to foster economic growth by
supporting the development of renewable energy sources and the expansion of broadband access
in California’s vast deserts, while maintaining our shared conservation stewardship for important
species and habitats,” said Karen Mouritsen, California state director for the Bureau of Land
Management, in a statement.

The proposal is one of several last-minute efforts by the Trump administration aimed at ramping
up development on public lands, which include a contentious battle in Alaska over the leasing of
oil- and gas-drilling permits within the National Wildlife Refuge.

BLM officials announced in February 2018 that the agency would seek to revamp the DRECP,
saying it placed too many barriers in the way of energy development, with not enough public
land provided for energy projects.

Environmental groups, however, are calling the changes dangerous for the environment, and
unnecessary, given the DRECP already provides more than 388,000 acres for renewable energy
development. Even California state energy officials have come out in opposition of the proposal.

“The drastic reduction in conservation lands, including wildlife corridors, together with the
increased development contemplated by this amendment, would reduce and fragment habitat to


https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmynewsla.com%2Fbusiness%2F2021%2F01%2F14%2Fenvironmental-groups-blast-trumps-push-to-open-up-protected-desert-lands%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cmedia2%40biologicaldiversity.org%7Cd1f4dae8a3e641cad10708d8b9abf038%7C95c0c3b8013c435ebeea2c762e78fae0%7C1%7C0%7C637463495416144264%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=rXfmOXa6nx8UcLgogMGmxwfu0oqbxTeTAEAdH8AG5bA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmynewsla.com%2Fbusiness%2F2021%2F01%2F14%2Fenvironmental-groups-blast-trumps-push-to-open-up-protected-desert-lands%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cmedia2%40biologicaldiversity.org%7Cd1f4dae8a3e641cad10708d8b9abf038%7C95c0c3b8013c435ebeea2c762e78fae0%7C1%7C0%7C637463495416144264%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=rXfmOXa6nx8UcLgogMGmxwfu0oqbxTeTAEAdH8AG5bA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmynewsla.com%2Fauthor%2Fcontributing-editor%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cmedia2%40biologicaldiversity.org%7Cd1f4dae8a3e641cad10708d8b9abf038%7C95c0c3b8013c435ebeea2c762e78fae0%7C1%7C0%7C637463495416154257%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=oiXExGSlktV5E8FB16GO3k%2F969TQA06MVtJOrbCqSI0%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmynewsla.com%2Fcategory%2Fbusiness%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cmedia2%40biologicaldiversity.org%7Cd1f4dae8a3e641cad10708d8b9abf038%7C95c0c3b8013c435ebeea2c762e78fae0%7C1%7C0%7C637463495416154257%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=UGu6HDk%2FJv8QnoZGD7lKs6r9gLoB%2BP%2B3zgkDZ7Ee0Vs%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmynewsla.com%2Fbusiness%2F2021%2F01%2F14%2Fenvironmental-groups-blast-trumps-push-to-open-up-protected-desert-lands%2F%23respond&data=04%7C01%7Cmedia2%40biologicaldiversity.org%7Cd1f4dae8a3e641cad10708d8b9abf038%7C95c0c3b8013c435ebeea2c762e78fae0%7C1%7C0%7C637463495416164252%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=%2FtOSPyWPeFtwFbSDsCntGwPmWK50Iplonvb7%2FkbZFT0%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fsharer.php%3Fu%3Dhttps%3A%252F%252Fmynewsla.com%252Fbusiness%252F2021%252F01%252F14%252Fenvironmental-groups-blast-trumps-push-to-open-up-protected-desert-lands%252F%26t%3DEnvironmental%2520Groups%2520Blast%2520Trump%25E2%2580%2599s%2520Push%2520to%2520Open%2520up%2520Protected%2520Desert%2520Lands%26s%3D100%26p%255burl%255d%3Dhttps%3A%252F%252Fmynewsla.com%252Fbusiness%252F2021%252F01%252F14%252Fenvironmental-groups-blast-trumps-push-to-open-up-protected-desert-lands%252F%26p%255bimages%255d%255b0%255d%3D%26p%255btitle%255d%3DEnvironmental%2520Groups%2520Blast%2520Trump%25E2%2580%2599s%2520Push%2520to%2520Open%2520up%2520Protected%2520Desert%2520Lands&data=04%7C01%7Cmedia2%40biologicaldiversity.org%7Cd1f4dae8a3e641cad10708d8b9abf038%7C95c0c3b8013c435ebeea2c762e78fae0%7C1%7C0%7C637463495416164252%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=T1UW9eVQ%2FrruVDKfWkteoEWNaeO%2Fr%2FsmgqYrfdUn7VE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2Fintent%2Ftweet%3Furl%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fmynewsla.com%252Fbusiness%252F2021%252F01%252F14%252Fenvironmental-groups-blast-trumps-push-to-open-up-protected-desert-lands%252F%26text%3DI%2527m%2520sharing%2520an%2520article%2520from%2520MyNewsLA.com&data=04%7C01%7Cmedia2%40biologicaldiversity.org%7Cd1f4dae8a3e641cad10708d8b9abf038%7C95c0c3b8013c435ebeea2c762e78fae0%7C1%7C0%7C637463495416174248%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=dsv94%2BDAQzxWcTRycJF%2Ff4eAUhl13T9MAZtmX2ljDq0%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.reddit.com%2Fsubmit%3Furl%3Dhttps%3A%252F%252Fmynewsla.com%252Fbusiness%252F2021%252F01%252F14%252Fenvironmental-groups-blast-trumps-push-to-open-up-protected-desert-lands%252F%26title%3DEnvironmental%2520Groups%2520Blast%2520Trump%25E2%2580%2599s%2520Push%2520to%2520Open%2520up%2520Protected%2520Desert%2520Lands&data=04%7C01%7Cmedia2%40biologicaldiversity.org%7Cd1f4dae8a3e641cad10708d8b9abf038%7C95c0c3b8013c435ebeea2c762e78fae0%7C1%7C0%7C637463495416174248%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=ys7FfMjyvIoIPrEPqu4eFwdoSSyWbjEDIxyzdOafaWk%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpinterest.com%2Fpin%2Fcreate%2Fbutton%2F%3Furl%3Dhttps%3A%252F%252Fmynewsla.com%252Fbusiness%252F2021%252F01%252F14%252Fenvironmental-groups-blast-trumps-push-to-open-up-protected-desert-lands%252F%26media%3D%26description%3DEnvironmental%2520Groups%2520Blast%2520Trump%25E2%2580%2599s%2520Push%2520to%2520Open%2520up%2520Protected%2520Desert%2520Lands&data=04%7C01%7Cmedia2%40biologicaldiversity.org%7Cd1f4dae8a3e641cad10708d8b9abf038%7C95c0c3b8013c435ebeea2c762e78fae0%7C1%7C0%7C637463495416184237%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=sYWlzxdk%2BOMQ%2F8pLtCW3RtBlW%2By5hvFzn%2Bl2vwuTaEk%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2FshareArticle%3Fmini%3Dtrue%26url%3Dhttps%3A%252F%252Fmynewsla.com%252Fbusiness%252F2021%252F01%252F14%252Fenvironmental-groups-blast-trumps-push-to-open-up-protected-desert-lands%252F%26title%3DEnvironmental%2520Groups%2520Blast%2520Trump%25E2%2580%2599s%2520Push%2520to%2520Open%2520up%2520Protected%2520Desert%2520Lands&data=04%7C01%7Cmedia2%40biologicaldiversity.org%7Cd1f4dae8a3e641cad10708d8b9abf038%7C95c0c3b8013c435ebeea2c762e78fae0%7C1%7C0%7C637463495416184237%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=LOlgI7CyI8H9PPC%2BQCLp2zmyMgvZfOvhd1h1VFYtjZs%3D&reserved=0
mailto:?subject=Environmental%20Groups%20Blast%20Trump%E2%80%99s%20Push%20to%20Open%20up%20Protected%20Desert%20Lands&body=I%27m%20sharing%20an%20article%20from%20MyNewsLA.com:%20https%3A%2F%2Fmynewsla.com%2Fbusiness%2F2021%2F01%2F14%2Fenvironmental-groups-blast-trumps-push-to-open-up-protected-desert-lands%2F

catastrophic effect, including the potential loss of species such as desert tortoise, desert bighorn
sheep and Joshua trees,” Mojave Desert Land Trust Executive Director Geary Hund said.

Ileene Anderson, a senior scientist at the Center for Biological Diversity, called the proposed
changes a “last-minute affront to the state of California and the natural world.”

“Trump is blowing up this carefully crafted plan for no reason, other than to destroy fragile
conservation areas and harm desert wildlife,” she said. “Fortunately the Biden administration can
right this wrong and keep this plan in place.”

California Energy Commission Commissioner Karen Douglas said in a statement she hopes the
incoming Biden administration would “set this proposal aside” once assuming office.

“The DRECP was developed through a close partnership between California and BLM. It
remains an important component of our state’s efforts to meet its ambitious climate and
renewable energy goals, which will require major new investments in renewable energy
projects,” she said. “We look forward to working closely with the incoming Biden administration
and hope it will set this proposal aside and instead focus on partnering with us to reinvigorate our
longstanding partnership with BLM and other federal agencies to advance our mutual
environmental goals.”



