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Forest Service To Initiate Oak Flat Land
Swap For Copper Mine Jan. 15

By Ryan Heinsius « Jan 7, 2021
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The Trump administration will begin the final steps of a controversial land swap with a mining
company in Arizona in a little more than a week. The Oak Flat area is a tribal sacred site and has
been at the center of a fierce battle for nearly a decade. KNAU’s Ryan Heinsius reports.

On Jan. 15 the U.S. Forest Service will begin the process of transferring nearly 2,500 acres to
Rio Tinto for what will become one of the largest copper mines in the country. The company
says the campsite at Oak Flat (pictured) will remain open for decades as work on the mine
proceeds. Tribal and environmental groups say much of the surrounding land, sacred to the San
Carlos Apache Tribe, will be destroyed.
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Tonto National Forest officials will release the final environmental impact statement for the land
exchange on Jan. 15. It’s a necessary step for Resolution Copper, part of the global mining
company Rio Tinto, to be granted title of the nearly 2,500-acre area no more than 60 days later.

According to environmental groups like the Center for Biological Diversity, it’s part of a Trump
administration pattern to accelerate oil, gas and mineral extraction on public lands before the end
of the president’s term. The U.S. Forest Service, however, says work on the Oak Flat land swap
merely took less time than earlier estimates.

When the Resolution mine is operational, it’ll be one of the largest and deepest copper mines in
the U.S. The San Carlos Apache Tribe says the impacts will be catastrophic to the Oak Flat area,
which is a sacred site and has been used for ceremonial and spiritual practices for centuries.

According to Rio Tinto, the company is dedicated to engagement with tribal groups to protect
cultural heritage while diversifying the local economy.


https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.knau.org%2Fpost%2Fforest-service-initiate-oak-flat-land-swap-copper-mine-jan-15&data=04%7C01%7Cmedia2%40biologicaldiversity.org%7C7392c675932146a9bac708d8b7eb89fe%7C95c0c3b8013c435ebeea2c762e78fae0%7C1%7C0%7C637461569550038435%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=LKh4EnP0I9%2B823e%2FfonLHnk6rWDidvwuGOCDhwUVnHQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.knau.org%2Fpeople%2Fryan-heinsius&data=04%7C01%7Cmedia2%40biologicaldiversity.org%7C7392c675932146a9bac708d8b7eb89fe%7C95c0c3b8013c435ebeea2c762e78fae0%7C1%7C0%7C637461569550048431%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=xBd0kT3yvb11ILgaBoU6ShbNW3QonmdiXZxZtPKOZkI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ffacebook.com%2Fsharer.php%3Fu%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Ftinyurl.com%252Fyydjkz7m%26t%3DForest%2520Service%2520To%2520Initiate%2520Oak%2520Flat%2520Land%2520Swap%2520For%2520Copper%2520Mine%2520Jan.%252015&data=04%7C01%7Cmedia2%40biologicaldiversity.org%7C7392c675932146a9bac708d8b7eb89fe%7C95c0c3b8013c435ebeea2c762e78fae0%7C1%7C0%7C637461569550048431%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=5NdoPWqBuGvuWdqJ5rNfFi44lbbuzgxtq8HH%2FxyXvZA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2Fintent%2Ftweet%3Furl%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Ftinyurl.com%252Fyydjkz7m%26text%3DForest%2520Service%2520To%2520Initiate%2520Oak%2520Flat%2520Land%2520Swap%2520For%2520Copper%2520Mine%2520Jan.%252015&data=04%7C01%7Cmedia2%40biologicaldiversity.org%7C7392c675932146a9bac708d8b7eb89fe%7C95c0c3b8013c435ebeea2c762e78fae0%7C1%7C0%7C637461569550058424%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=7HJGCIs%2Bzx5KTGPyXAd5Fs2Fiv1IzXDhHido5eUnGec%3D&reserved=0
mailto:?subject=Forest%20Service%20To%20Initiate%20Oak%20Flat%20Land%20Swap%20For%20Copper%20Mine%20Jan.%2015&body=https%3A%2F%2Ftinyurl.com%2Fyydjkz7m

