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State Agriculture Commissioner Nikki Fried has asked incoming Environmental 

Protection Agency Administrator Michael Regan to reconsider a recent EPA decision 

that shifted federal permitting authority to Florida for projects that affect wetlands.  

Fried released a letter Wednesday that she sent to Regan, who has been tapped by 

President-elect Joe Biden to lead the EPA.  

Supporters this month praised the Trump administration’s decision to shift the 

permitting authority to Florida, saying it would help reduce duplicative state and federal 

permitting and give Florida more control over such decisions.  

Florida is only the third state, joining Michigan and New Jersey, that have received the 

authority, according to the EPA. 

Related: Trump Administration Lets State Take Lead On Development Permits For 

Wetlands 

But some environmentalists have long opposed the move, arguing it would reduce 

protections for wetlands.  

“With the vast majority of public comments opposed, as well as numerous 

environmental conservation groups, I ask you to reconsider the EPA’s decision to cede 

their authority to an unprepared state agency,” Fried, the only statewide elected 

Democrat, wrote to Regan, referring to the state Department of Environmental 

Protection.  

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnews.wjct.org%2Fpost%2Ffried-asks-new-epa-head-reconsider-recent-fla-wetlands-permitting-move&data=04%7C01%7Cmedia2%40biologicaldiversity.org%7C0a4f2e40dc054ab5fd3f08d8b0bfb12b%7C95c0c3b8013c435ebeea2c762e78fae0%7C1%7C0%7C637453684661633852%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=9rB6yiNDCE3Gdc%2FC8EmdpS5b9GRsDownv6tnSsjlcCA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnews.wjct.org%2Fpost%2Ffried-asks-new-epa-head-reconsider-recent-fla-wetlands-permitting-move&data=04%7C01%7Cmedia2%40biologicaldiversity.org%7C0a4f2e40dc054ab5fd3f08d8b0bfb12b%7C95c0c3b8013c435ebeea2c762e78fae0%7C1%7C0%7C637453684661633852%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=9rB6yiNDCE3Gdc%2FC8EmdpS5b9GRsDownv6tnSsjlcCA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ffacebook.com%2Fsharer.php%3Fu%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Ftinyurl.com%252Fybprujaa%26t%3DFried%2520Asks%2520New%2520EPA%2520Head%2520To%2520Reconsider%2520Recent%2520Fla.%2520Wetlands%2520Permitting%2520Move&data=04%7C01%7Cmedia2%40biologicaldiversity.org%7C0a4f2e40dc054ab5fd3f08d8b0bfb12b%7C95c0c3b8013c435ebeea2c762e78fae0%7C1%7C0%7C637453684661633852%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=kMH8PdSlqPSBt%2F%2FYeZW3sq9Dg9C2vZb1qJ%2FXcjWiE4U%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2Fintent%2Ftweet%3Furl%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Ftinyurl.com%252Fybprujaa%26text%3DFried%2520Asks%2520New%2520EPA%2520Head%2520To%2520Reconsider%2520Recent%2520Fla.%2520Wetlands%2520Permitting%2520Move&data=04%7C01%7Cmedia2%40biologicaldiversity.org%7C0a4f2e40dc054ab5fd3f08d8b0bfb12b%7C95c0c3b8013c435ebeea2c762e78fae0%7C1%7C0%7C637453684661643846%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=ATd1NoFQfYqqvz4BOpfOgVqIt38zTJK1jsIa37Qg8tQ%3D&reserved=0
mailto:?subject=Fried%20Asks%20New%20EPA%20Head%20To%20Reconsider%20Recent%20Fla.%20Wetlands%20Permitting%20Move&body=https%3A%2F%2Ftinyurl.com%2Fybprujaa
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnews.wjct.org%2Fpost%2Ftrump-administration-lets-state-take-lead-development-permits-wetlands&data=04%7C01%7Cmedia2%40biologicaldiversity.org%7C0a4f2e40dc054ab5fd3f08d8b0bfb12b%7C95c0c3b8013c435ebeea2c762e78fae0%7C1%7C0%7C637453684661643846%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=YQ9n0Z72ghMJPt3NUWgfpOvmzU29Z5Jyh8xGa1T7MHI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnews.wjct.org%2Fpost%2Ftrump-administration-lets-state-take-lead-development-permits-wetlands&data=04%7C01%7Cmedia2%40biologicaldiversity.org%7C0a4f2e40dc054ab5fd3f08d8b0bfb12b%7C95c0c3b8013c435ebeea2c762e78fae0%7C1%7C0%7C637453684661643846%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=YQ9n0Z72ghMJPt3NUWgfpOvmzU29Z5Jyh8xGa1T7MHI%3D&reserved=0


In the letter, Fried also asked Regan to reconsider a decision that would allow the use 

of phosphogypsum, a hazardous byproduct of phosphate mining, in building roads. 

  

 


