Green sea turtles in Florida
and Mexico are no longer
endangered

"This will help up protect and conserve green sea turtles more efficiently and effectively, so that
we can achieve our goal of recovering the species'

e  Serina Sandhu, Independent 4/6/16
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/green-sea-turtles-in-florida-and-mexico-are-no-longer-en

dangered-a6970886.html

Some green sea turtles are no longer classed as endangered under the

Endangered Species Act thanks to successful conservation efforts.

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) Fisheries and the
US Fish and Wildlife Service have reclassified the turtles from the breeding
populations in Florida and the Pacific coast of Mexico from an endangered

status to a threatened status.

“Successful conservation and management efforts developed in Florida and
along the Pacific coast of Mexico are a roadmap for further recovery strategies
of green turtle populations around the world," said Eileen Sobeck, the assistant

NOAA administrator for fisheries, in a statement.

But green sea turtles are still faced with a number of threats including being

caught accidentally in fishing nets, habitat alteration and disease.
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Now, both agencies will divide the global turtle population into 11 segments to
make way for tailored conservation. Of the segments, three will be reclassified
as endangered and the rest as threatened.

Ms Sobeck said: “Ultimately, this will help up protect and conserve green sea
turtles more efficiently and effectively, so that we can achieve our goal of
recovering the species.”

Dan Ashe, the Fish and Wildlife Service director, said: “While threats remain
for green sea turtles globally, the reclassification of green sea turtles in Florida
and Mexico shows how ESA-inspired partnerships between the federal
agencies, states, NGOs and even countries is making a real difference for some

of our planet’s most imperiled species.”

Catherine Kilduff of the Center for Biological Diversity said the recovery of the
turtles and their ability to "overcome illegal harvest, plastic pollution and

warming waters" was a testament to their resilience.

Since 1978, green turtles have been protected under the Endangered Species
Act.

According to the National Wildlife Federation, green sea turtles can grow to
four feet long and live up to 100 years.
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