
Group protests fracking operations off  coast

Members of the national nonprofi t group Center 
for Biological Diversity, donning gas masks 
and hazmat suits, protested outside a California 
Coastal Commission meeting Wednesday 
to urge the federal government to stop oil 
companies from performing hydraulic fracking 
off the coast.

The group gathered around 10 a.m. at the 
Newport Beach Civic Center to ask the 
government to intervene against oil companies 
that they say want to use offshore wells for 
fracking and then dump waste into the ocean.

The group said in a news release that it wants 
the commissioners to demand a consistency 
review of fracking in federal waters, which 
would require public notice and oversight of 
operations in the Santa Barbara Channel.

Andrea Weber, left, from the Center for Biological Diversity leads others in protest outside the 
Newport Beach Civic Center during the California Coastal Commission meeting on Wednesday. 
The group of protesters from various environmental groups is to urge the commission to stop 
offshore fracking. (SCOTT SMELTZER, Daily Pilot / October 8, 2014)
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