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    President Obama Must Confront His Own Climate Denial

Standing in the Florida Everglades during a 
record-breaking spring heat wave this April, 
President Barack Obama didn’t mince words. 
“Climate change can no longer be denied,” the 
president said. “And action can no longer be 
delayed.”

Days later, Secretary of State John Kerry 
joined his boss in criticizing climate denial and 
inaction. Kerry even called for a grassroots 
movement to give world leaders “the political 
will” needed to respond to the climate crisis.

But climate denial takes many forms. Even 
as President Obama rightly deplores global 
warming’s threats to human well-being and our 
planet’s web of life, his administration is open-
ing up more public lands for dirty fossil fuel 
production and weakening international efforts 
to cut planet-warming pollution.

President Obama pushed every country going 
to this year’s Paris climate talks to propose a 
greenhouse gas reduction goal. But then the 
president himself announced a weak national 
plan that scientists say just won’t reduce our 
pollution enough to help prevent catastrophic 
warming.

Under the Obama national plan, America 
would still be spewing at least 5 billion met-
ric tons of greenhouse gas pollution a year 
by 2025 -- far more than entire continent of 
Africa emits now. And to make matters worse, 
the plan is just a goal, not the enforceable 
commitment that we need.

The U.S. and other developed countries must 
cut pollution much more to do their fair share 
in helping to avoid a climate catastrophe, ac-
cording to calculations by a team of scientists.

On the home front, the Obama administration 
has been moving quickly to turn more of our 
public lands and offshore coastal areas over 
to private companies for drilling, mining and 
fracking.

Hundreds of thousands of acres of federal land 
have been leased for coal mining. Onshore 
oil production on public and tribal lands has 
increased more than 80 percent since 2008, 
according to Interior Secretary Sally Jewell. 
Ninety percent of new wells on federal land 
are now fracked.

The administration even allocated 810,000 
acres of U.S. public land for oil shale and tar 
sands leasing in the Colorado River Basin 
-- a grave blow to the climate, since these 
are among the dirtiest, most carbon-intensive 
fuels on earth.
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Our oceans are also fair game. Secretary 
Jewell recently pledged to open “vast ar-
eas” of the ocean to oil drilling. She has put 
Arctic drilling back on the table, backed oil 
exploration along the Atlantic coast, and is 
opening up tens of millions of acres in the 
Gulf of Mexico for new drilling and offshore 
fracking.

Our planet pays the price. A recent report es-
timated that planet-warming pollution from 
fossil fuel leasing on federal lands and wa-
ters accounts for more than one-fi fth of our 
nation’s greenhouse gas emissions.

This fossil-fuel frenzy just isn’t compatible 
with climate protection -- or with the Obama 
administration’s strong words on the risks of 
global warming.

But there’s also good news. The global 
movement for climate action called for by 
Secretary Kerry? That already exists.

Four hundred thousand people marched 
through New York City last September ahead 
of the United Nations climate change meet-
ing there. Hundreds of thousands more will 
protest at the upcoming talks in Paris.

And that movement is calling on the Obama 
administration to support adequate, binding 
pollution cuts, to leave the majority of dirty 
fossil fuels in the ground, and compensate 
those already suffering the greatest loss from 
climate change.

People around the world understand perfectly 
that climate disruption endangers our food 
supplies, our coastal cities and everything we 
hold dear. They want the White House to stop 
denying that much more ambitious action is 
needed to preserve a livable climate.

Now it’s time for President Obama and other 
leaders to listen -- and to act.


