
Don’t let the government re-
move Endangered Species Act 
protections for wolves in the 
Lower 48 states, argues guest 
columnist Amaroq Weiss.
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A survey shows that most 
Washingtonians want wolves 
protected.

AS Washington state lawmak-
ers and wildlife managers fi ne-
tune the state’s wolf conserva-
tion and management plan, they 
need only look to the nation’s 
capital for some tips on what 
not to do.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service is considering dropping 
Endangered Species Act protec-
tions for wolves across most of 
the Lower 48 states even though 
wolves have recovered to only a 
fraction of their past range and 
numbers. Wolves face aggres-
sive hunting and trapping in all 
of the states where protections 
have already been removed. 

The anti-wolf policies in our na-
tion’s capital and many western 
states stand in sharp contrast to 
what most voters and top wolf 
scientists are calling for. 

A 2011 Colorado State Univer-
sity report showed that 3 in 4 
Washington residents wanted 
wolves protected. Across the 
nation, almost 2 out of 3 people 
surveyed opposed federal plans 
to drop protections for wolves, 
according to a report by Public 
Policy Polling this summer.

The nation’s leading wolf re-
searchers concur that wolves 
need continued protection to 
sustain the recovery of a geneti-
cally robust population. 

By Amaroq Weiss
Sunday, September 15, 2013

Guest: Don’t roll back federal protections for wolves
Yet there’s mounting evidence 
that bureaucrats in the nation’s 
capital have been actively work-
ing to muzzle some of those 
scientists. Earlier this month the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
excluded three wolf researchers 
from participating in the scien-
tifi c peer-review of the proposal 
to drop federal protections for 
wolves in the continental U.S. 

The scientists were excluded 
because they signed a letter 
calling out the service for mis-
characterizing the scientists’ 
own research to justify drop-
ping federal wolf protections. 
After public outcry, the agency 
backtracked.

Wildlife managers in Washing-
ton have lots of evidence about 
what Washingtonians want and 
what scientists think.

Over a fi ve-year period, Wash-
ington residents funded and 
participated in a broad col-
laborative effort to develop the 
Washington’s Wolf Conserva-
tion and Management Plan, 
which was enacted in 2011. 



The compromise plan under-
went careful review by 43 sci-
entists and more than 65,000 
members of the public com-
mented.

It is now up to the Washington 
Department of Fish and Wild-
life, with oversight by Gov. Jay 
Inslee, to ensure that Wash-
ington’s wolf plan is faithfully 
implemented with the best in-
terest of wolves in mind. 

Last year the department autho-
rized killing the entire Wedge 
Pack in response to livestock 
depredations in Eastern Wash-
ington. These wolves were 
killed though the rancher who 
lost cattle was using risky 
husbandry practices that in-
volved spreading a small breed 
of cattle over a large area of 
public lands with known wolf 
activity. 

The state Fish & Wildlife should 
not be in the business of killing 
wolves to benefi t ranchers who 
do not use proven methods to 
protect their cattle.

The state department also re-
cently enacted an emergency 
rule that allows permitless 
killing of wolves caught in 
the act of attacking livestock. 

Like the authorization to kill 
the Wedge Pack wolves, such a 
rule has the potential to provide 
incentives to those ranchers 
with long-standing anti-wolf 
biases to do even less to avoid 
confl icts with wolves in order 
to see them killed. 

Whether Washington’s wolves, 
and those across most of the 
continental U.S., will once 
again be pushed to the brink of 
extinction, is yet to be seen.

What’s clear is this: Politicians 
and bureaucrats considering 
critical wolf-management de-
cisions are more than willing 
to ignore the facts and broad 
public opinion whenever the 
voters tolerate it. 

And when it comes to the 
future of our wolves, there’s 
never been a better time than 
right now for Washingtonians 
to speak up.

Public-comment periods are 
under way on both the federal 
plan to delist wolves and on 
new Washington state propos-
als on wolf management. 

 


