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Group will sue feds over wolf trapping
Let imperiled animals roam, center says

The Center for Biological Diversity says Mexican gray wolves 
should be able to roam "perfectly good wolf habitat" regardless of 
where they originated. (U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service)

An environmental group has notifi ed 
federal authorities that it will sue to 
block them from trapping wolves that 
wander into Arizona and New Mexico 
from Mexico or the northern Rocky 
Mountains.

On Wednesday, the Center for Biologi-
cal Diversity announced its intent to 
sue the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
over a 2011 rule it adopted allowing 
agents to trap and relocate wolves wan-
dering north of Interstate 40 or south of 
Interstate 10. Those areas are outside 
the agency’s Mexican gray wolf recov-
ery zone — a 4.4million-acre swath 
centered in Arizona’s Apache National 
Forest and New Mexico’s Gila Nation-
al Forest, where reintroduced wolves 
are considered experimental under the 
Endangered Species Act.

Outside the recovery zone, wolves en-
joy fuller protection as an endangered 
species. The group asserts that this 
means they should be allowed to roam 
“perfectly good wolf habitat” regard-
less of where they originated.

“Despite that full protection, the Fish 
and Wildlife Service surreptitiously 
granted itself a permit to remove 
wolves from those areas,” said Michael 
Robinson, conservation advocate for 
the Center for Biological Diversity. The 
group is challenging the rule in part 
because it was made without public 
involvement.

Fish and Wildlife offi cials declined to comment because the 
matter will be in court. The group has 60 days to fi le its lawsuit 
in federal court and has not decided whether to do so in Ari-
zona, New Mexico or Washington, D.C.

Unlike the program to introduce gray wolves into Yellowstone 
National Park and the northern Rockies, the Southwest’s re-
introduction program has not lived up to projections. Federal 
biologists in the late 1990s had predicted more than 100 wolves 
would roam the two states by now, but last year, they counted 
only 58.

In recent years, it has grown more likely that wolves could 
come into the states from the booming population in Wyoming 
or from Mexico’s reintroduction efforts near the border.

Wolf advocates believe that the rules Fish and Wildlife estab-
lished before reintroducing wolves into the Blue Range that 
straddles the Arizona/New Mexico line impeded recovery, com-
pared with the similar effort in the northern Rockies.
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For one thing, wolves that leave the national forests 
that constitute the recovery zone are captured and 
returned. They are not allowed to broaden their range.

Besides authorizing 12 wolf kills — permitted when 
the animals prey on livestock — the agency has cap-
tured dozens more and accidentally killed 18, Rob-
inson said. An additional 35 were caught and never 
released, which Robinson’s organization fears will 
happen to stragglers entering from outside the South-
western states.

“It’s very likely that any wolves captured under the 
authority we’re challenging … would simply stay 
behind wire,” he said.

Arizona Game and Fish offi cials also play a role in 
managing wolves. Efforts to reach an agency repre-
sentative on Wednesday were unsuccessful.

A count of the region’s wolf population is due from 
Fish and Wildlife next month.


