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Environmental groups push for Eastern Diamondback Rattlesnake habitat designation
(Dave Martin / AP )  5.10.12

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service announced a 90-day fi nding on a petition to list the eastern diamondback 
rattlesnake as threatened and designate critical habitat for the species under the Endangered Species Act (ESA).

This fi nding stems from a petition submitted last summer by the Center for Biological Diversity, the Coastal 
Plains Institute Inc., Protecting all Living Species, and One More Generation. The decision, known as a 90-day 
fi nding fi nds that the petition presents substantial scientifi c or commercial information indicating that listing the 
eastern diamondback rattlesnake may be warranted. The Service will undertake a more comprehensive review of 
the snake's status throughout the species’ range to determine whether listing is warranted under the ESA.

Eastern diamondbacks can grow to a length of about eight feet and are the largest rattlesnakes in the world. 
The eastern diamondback historically ranged along the coastal lowlands of the southeastern United States from 
North Carolina to eastern Louisiana, including all of Florida and its Keys. Although once abundant in longleaf 
pine ecosystems across the southeastern United States, its population size and range has declined. Nearly all of 
the old growth longleaf pine savannas are gone, and the eastern diamondback survives wherever its native habi-
tats still exist or where open-canopy forests and grasslands are similar to longleaf pine savannas.

The Service is asking for information from state and federal natural resource agencies and all interested parties 
regarding the eastern diamondback rattlesnake and its habitat. Based on the status review, the Service will make 
one of three possible determinations:

•Listing is not warranted, in which case no further action will be taken.

•Listing as threatened or endangered is warranted. In this case, the Service will publish a proposal to list, solicit 
independent scientifi c peer review of the proposal, seek input from the public, and consider the input before a 
fi nal decision about listing the species is made. In general, there is a one-year period between the time a species 
is proposed for listing and the fi nal decision.

• Listing is warranted but precluded by other, higher priority activities. This means the species is added to the 
federal list of candidate species, and the proposal to list is deferred while the Service works on listing proposals 
for other species that are at greater risk. A warranted but precluded fi nding requires subsequent annual reviews 
of the fi nding until such time as either a listing proposal is published, or a not warranted fi nding is made based 
on new information.

Please note that submissions merely stating support for, or opposition to, the action under consideration without 
providing supporting information, although noted, will not be considered in making a determination. The ESA 
says that determinations as to whether any species is threatened or endangered must be made “solely on the 
basis of the best scientifi c and commercial data available.”

The mission of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is working with others to conserve, protect, and enhance 
fi sh, wildlife, plants, and their habitats for the continuing benefi t of the American people. We are both a leader 
and trusted partner in fi sh and wildlife conservation, known for our scientifi c excellence, stewardship of lands 
and natural resources, dedicated professionals, and commitment to public service. For more information on our 
work and the people who make it happen, visit www.fws.gov. Connect with the Facebook page at www.face-
book.com/usfwssoutheast, watch the YouTube Channel at http://www.youtube.com/usfws and download photos 
from the Flickr page at http://www.fl ickr.com/photos/usfwssoutheast.


