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We Can Save Coralsand Monk Seals and Have A
Fishery, Too

By Miyoko Sakashita 02/15/2013

Editor'sNote: The following community voice was submitted in response to the article Hawaii Fishermen in Uproar
About Cascade of Environmental Protections.

Onthe surface, it may seem likethere’ salot of disagreement about how best to save Hawaiian monk seals and coralsfrom
extinction, epecidly when it comesto the fishing community.

But sometimeslost in the discusson isthis: We dl depend on, and vaue, cord reefs and hedthy marine ecosystems. We can
savethemin away that will benefit usdl, including fishermen.

Hawaiian watermen have told me that their fishing is guided by a principle of taking only enough and of taking care of the ocean
and coral reefs. We're coming from the same place. And | so understand the fears of the fishing community. | want to take a
moment to provide some answers about what protecting corals and monk sedl critical habitat under the Endangered Species
Act redly means —and what it doesn’t.

Firdt, protecting monk sedls’ critical habitat will not limit public accessto areas. It’ salega designation that actsasaplanning
tool requiring careful review of federadly funded or permitted projects to determine whether the activity will destroy or
adversdly modify monk seal habitat; if so, then the project must be modified to reduce itsimpact.

Unlessyou’ re planning to undertake afederaly funded or permitted project on the coast or in the ocean, critical habitat will not
affect you. Y ou and your “ohanacan till go to the beach, fish, gather, swim, surf, snorke, dive, boat, and do dl of thethings
you enjoy doing there now. And Hawaiian monk sedls, with just 1,000 or so left in the wild, will get an extralayer of protection
too.

Second, in Hawai i it’ saready illegd to harm or kill cora's, so protecting three types of corads under the Endangered Species
Act will not changethat. If the ruleisfinaized and the cords are protected, those pursuing federally funded or permitted
projectswill need to consult with the National Marine Fisheries Service about how to avoid harming corals. I’ mtold by Kitty
Simonds of the Western Pecific Fisheries Council that Hawai’ sfederdly permitted fisheriesdon’t operate in waters with corals.

Cordsin the Caribbean idands have been listed since 2006, and so far there have been no limitations on recregtiona or

subs stence fishing. Although there have been afew instances where commercia fishing conducted under federd plansisbeing
monitored or scaled back to protect corals, the vast mgjority of the projects that triggered reviews and mitigation measures
involved construction and devel opment projects, water pollution permits, and Navy exercises.

At the public hearing on the cord ligtingsit was abundantly clear that fishermen and environmentdists dike agree that cord
reefs are important—for diversity, fish habitat, shoreline protection, cultura heritage and our economy. Y et, scientisstell us
that cora reefsarein trouble and that, without help, they could be completely destroyed in afew decades. The Endangered
Species Act works, and it can provide a safety net for these imperiled coras. Protecting corals means eevating the visibility of
the cord crids; it means reducing the impacts of dredging, pollution, and coastal construction on cord reefs; and it could even
mean action to reduce the threats of ocean warming and acidification.

Taking care of our oceans and coagtsis a serious concern. Monk seals and corals are key indicators of the heath of Hawaii’s
oceans. If we lose these speciesto extinction, we are dl responsible. It so meansthat our fisheries and other ocean activities
will suffer. It’ stimeto act now and boldly protect the diversity of Hawaii.



About theauthor: Miyoko Sakashita directs the oceans program at the Center for Biological Diversity, a nonprofit
conservation organization. She has a background in environmental science and a law degree. The Endangered Species
Act protections for corals and monk seal critical habitat respond to scientific petitions filed by the Center. Miyoko
invites you to send her questions or comments about these i ssues (miyoko@biol ogicaldiversity.org).




