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Great white shark should be on endangered
list-environmentalists
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(Reuters) - Great white sharks swimming off the California coast should be protected under the U.S. Endangered Species Act,
according to atrio of environmenta groups that contend there are fewer than 350 of the animalsin these western coastal
waters.

Commercid fishing by U.S. and Mexican vessalsisthe primary threat to great white sharksin this area, the scientific petition by
the groups Oceana, Center for Biologica Diversity and Shark Stewards said.

The request for federd protection wasfiled Monday with the U.S. National Marine Fisheries Service in Washington, with a
second petition to be filed thisweek under California's Endangered Species Act, Geoff Shester of Oceana said in atelephone
interview.

Until last year, there was no way to tell how many great white sharks lived off the coast of Cdifornia, Bgja Cdiforniaand
Mexico, Shester said on Wednesday .

In 2011, two studies of this population of great white sharksin the Pacific found it to be geneticaly distinct and isolated from
other groups of these creatures around the globe, he said. The studies estimated there are fewer than 350 adult and sub-adults
inthese weters.

Although there is no way to know how many sharks werein the area previoudy, it is known that their main prey - Cdifornia
sealions, harbor sedls and elephant sedl's - were depleted by human exploitation in the 1700s and 1800s, according to Shester.

Whilethe sedl and sealion populations have rebounded, it will probably take great white sharks longer to do so, because this
species grows dowly and most great whites do not reproduce until the age of 10 years and have few young.

Thelow estimate for the great white shark population off the West Coast makes the group inherently vulnerable, said Shester,
Oceands Cdlifornia program director.

A tota population of 350 meansthere are probably fewer than 100 breeding femaes, he said. Thiswould make it chdlenging
for the great white shark population to rebuild.

If thisgroup of sharks went extinct, he said, other groups would survive, but these animas would be gone from the North
American West Coast for centuries or millennia, because this population does not commingle with other groups.

"These areiconic top predators that are basically keeping the entire food web of our ocean in check,” Shester said. "They
regulate populations of seds and sealions and that benefits entire ecosystem including our fisheries. Ultimately the loss of top
predators like sharks could have disastrous consequences for oceans and coastal economiesthat depend oniit.” (Reporting by
Deborah Zabarenko, Environment Correspondent; Editing by Jackie Frank)



