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Just	
  in	
  time	
  for	
  Earth	
  Day	
  -­‐	
  endangered	
  
species	
  condoms	
  

 
By Stuart Leavenworth 
 
The Center for Biological 
Diversity is a controversial and 
litigious bunch, but they deserve a 
tip of the act for the most 
inventive Earth Day souvenirs -- 
endangered species condoms. 
 
The environmental group is 
distributing 250,000 of these free 
condoms at Earth Day events 
today to highlight the threat 
overpopulation poses to flora and 
fauna. 
 
To help people understand the impact of overpopulation on other species, and to give them a chance 
to take action in their own lives, the Center is distributing free packets of Endangered Species 
Condoms depicting six separate species: the polar bear, snail darter, spotted owl, American burying 
beetle, jaguar, and coquí guajón rock frog. 
 
It should be noted that not all analysts see overpopulation as a leading environmental threat. Author 
Fred Pearce, for instance, notes in this essay that overconsumption by the developed world, not 
growing population in the Third World,  "has been driving humanity's impacts on the planet's vital 
life-support systems during at least the past century."  
 
Even so, we imagine that Pearce would get a chuckle out of Endangered Species Condoms. They 
won't put a stopper on the population debate, but they will certainly give it more attention.  
 

	
  


