
 
FEDERAL AGENCIES: INTERIOR 

President Obama Halts Wolf Delisting 
The new administration buys time to rethink endangered special policy. 

By Jill Kuraitis, 1-21-09 

President Barack Obama has issued a freeze on publication of federal regulations planned 
under the previous administration but not yet published in the Federal Register. This 
action, which will give the new administration a chance to review Bush-era policy 
decisions, will delay and possibly prevent the removal of gray wolves from the 
endangered species list in Montana, Idaho, Minnesota, Wisconsin and Michigan, and 
portions of Washington, Oregon, Utah, North Dakota, South Dakota, Iowa, Illinois, 
Indiana, and Ohio.  

According to Michael Robinson of the Center for Biological Diversity, the pause will 
afford President Obama and Secretary of the Interior Ken Salazar the opportunity to 
rethink the previous administration’s efforts to remove wolves from the endangered 
species list. “Rather than remove protections from wolves in a piecemeal fashion, in the 
isolated locations where they have finally begun to recover from past persecution,” 
Robinson said, “ the Obama administration should develop and implement a national 
gray-wolf recovery plan that will ensure the survival of these magnificent animals.”  

New West is seeking comment from local and regional officials, and will update this 
story as needed. 
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