Water in the river, wolves in the woods
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A coupl e of updates:

When last we left the San Pedro River at Charleston Road outside Sierra

Vista , it was about to dry up again. It didn't — the nonsoon arrived just in tinme — but it was
cl ose.

On June 29, the U S. Ceol ogical Survey gauge fell to 0.01 cubic feet per second, just a whisper
of water, about 4.5 gallons a mnute. The gauge hovered at that level or a bit above for a day
or so, then started to pick up again as the first storns of the season hit the nountains.

Li ke nost desert rivers, the San Pedro is flashy — one good stormand it gushes. On July 5 after
a particularly good stormthe river peaked at 123 cfs, just over 55,000 gallons a mnute.

The Charl eston gauge is considered a bellwether of the upper San Pedro’s health because it sits
in a reach where the bedrock is unusually close to the surface. That neans if there’'s water in
the system it will probably reach the surface. In other stretches, the flow can sink into the
ground.

When Charleston runs dry — and until last sumrer, it hadn’t for at |east 70 years — it neans the
river isn't getting water fromits underground base flow and environnental groups who watch the
San Pedro say that happens because of too nuch groundwater punping el sewhere on the watershed.

According to Robin Silver, board chair for the Center for Biological Diversity, the groundwater
deficit along the San Pedro — the difference between what's bei ng punped out and what recharges
naturally or otherwi se — has reached 8,300 acre-feet per year, or about 2.7 billion gallons.

Silver said last year’'s zero flow event shoul d have been a wake-up call for |eaders along the
river, but instead, he points to continued devel opnent, including approval by Sierra Vista of
nore than 7,700 new hones

O her state and | ocal agencies have al so ignored the San Pedro’s deteriorating condition, Silver
sai d, allow ng devel opnent to proceed and risking the river, its habitat and the endangered
species that live there

WOLVES | N THE WOODS

We told you about the planned rel ease of a new wolf pack in the high country near Pinetop. The
four wolves — an al pha nale and fenal e and two 12-week-old pups — were left in a tenporary
hol di ng pen near M ddle Muntain in the Apache National Forest

According to the Arizona Gane and Fish Departnent, the wolves chewed their way through the nylon
mesh pen about five hours after they were placed in it on July 5. The wol ves are now roani ng
free and appear to be doing well, said Shawn Farry, wolf project field team | eader for the
departnent.

The new pack joins nine other living in the Blue Range Wl f Recovery Area in Arizona and New
Mexi co .

State and federal agencies have been re-introducing the Mexi can gray wol ves in the recovery
areas since the md-1980s.



