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CLI MATE: U.N. panel says global warning threatens parks, but deci des agai nst action
Dan Berman, Greenwire senior reporter

The U N. Wrld Heritage Commttee yesterday officially recognized global warnmng as a threat to
natural and cultural heritage sites, but rejected attenpts to endorse em ssions cuts or add
par ks such as Mount Everest and Montana's d acier National Park to its "danger list."

Cli mat e Change: Taking stock of Industrial Em ssions -- An E&E Special Report

Meeting this week in Vilnius, Lithuania, the 21-nation conmittee also fornmally renoved Gernany's
Col ogne Cat hedral, Senegal's Djoudj National Bird Sanctuary and India' s Goup of Mnunents at
Hanpi and Tunisia fromthe danger |ist.

Wil e the conmmittee adopted a report listing reconmendati ons on ways to respond to the threat of
gl obal warm ng and said it would consider listing sites affected by climate change on the danger
list, it rejected an attenpt to include a provision saying the best way to protect such sites
was through greenhouse gas enission reductions.

"The Conmittee decided to adopt a clinmate change and Wi te House strategy that focused on
adaptation," said Peter Roderick, co-director of the imte Justice Programe, via e-mail from
Vilnius. "Mst Conmittee nmenbers were not prepared to stand up to the U S. and Canadi an
governnents. They have a responsibility to the world to protect the best parts of our planet
fromits biggest threat, and they flunked it."

But conmmittee spokeswoman G na Doubl eday said the report is a nonentous step for future
recognition of the at-risk sites.

"dinmte change has been recognized as a threat to Wrld Heritage sites, and is now a reason for
inscribing a site on the List of Wrld Heritage in Danger," Doubl eday said. "This is inportant
because, as the World Heritage Convention has been adopted by 182 countries, it neans that
climate change is officially recognized as a problem™

The clinmate resol ution was based on an agreenent reached in March by a World Heritage Conmittee
wor ki ng group that determ ned the proper role of the panel is to study, adapt, research and
continue to consult with other bodies on the issue.

Paul Hof f man, deputy assistant secretary at the Interior Departnent and the U S. representative

to the conference, said then the resolution's finding is in-line with the U S. position that the
proper role of the committee is to provide infornmation on the effects of clinmate change but not

to direct policy. The United States believes the U N Framework on Cinmate Change is the proper

vehicle for policy determinations ( Geenwire , March 21).

"Danger list' petitions not considered

Whil e recogni zing that climte change is a threat to certain resources, the conmittee took no
action on petitions by environnentalists to add five sites, including Mount Everest and d acier
National Park to its danger |ist.

The danger list traditionally has been used to call attention to areas threatened by
devel opnent, neglect or war. A finding that irreversible harmfrom gl obal warm ng could force
the United States to commit to nmandatory greenhouse gas reductions, the groups suggest.

Climate change is causing glaciers to nelt at dacier National Park and the Waterton-d aci er

I nternational Peace Park on the U. S. -Canada border, Nepal's Sagarnmatha National Park, and Peru's
Huascaran National Park, the groups say. For instance, d acier National Park in Mntana has seen
nore than 80 percent of its glaciers disappear due to climte change, causing danage to the
park's plants and aninmals, according to a petition filed in February by the Center for

Bi ol ogi cal Diversity, Defenders of WIldlife and several other groups. Australia's Geat Barrier
Reef and Belize Barrier Reef Reserve System are al so bei ng danaged by rising tenperatures,
environnentalists contend ( Geenwire , March 21).

The petitions were not considered because the comittee was not prepared in advance to di scuss
the proposals as part of its regular listing process during this session. "The Wirld Heritage



Conmittee takes petitions seriously along with information provided by the country concerned,
the advi sory bodi es and ot her international experts," Doubl eday said.

The environnentalists' petitions were not officially dism ssed, and groups are now asking the
panel to support sending qualified nmissions to investigate the sites, Roderick said.



