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Statejoins lawsuitsto stop forest plan

By DON THOMPSON
Associated Press

SACRAMENTO Cdifornids attor-
ney generd joined environmenta groups
Tuesday insuing thefederd government
to block its plan to manage 11.5 million
acresof SerraNevadanationa forest.

The lawsuits argue there isno scien-
tific judtification for the U.S. Forest
Service decison to boost logging and
make other changesto aplan previoudy
approved in the waning days of the
Clinton adminigration.

"Thar plan will increase harvesting
between 470 percent (in the first de-
cade of the plan) and 640 percent (in
the second decade). | think that's their
god," Attorney Generd Bill Lockyer
aleged.

Lockyer and severa scientidts, in a
tel econference with reporters, took par-
ticular exception to dlowing cutting of
treesup to 30inchesin diameter. There
is no scientific judification for cutting
larger, morefire-resistant treesthat pro-
videkey wildlife habitat, said the scien-
tigs and Jm Lyons, former Presdent
Clinton'sagriculture undersecretary and
now aprofessor a Yae Universty.

"We have scientists on our Side, too,”
who reviewed the plan, countered For-
est Service spokesman Matt Mathes.
"There is no black-and-white science

inthe SerraNevada,” sotheplan cdls
for monitoring projects and making
changesiif necessary.

Larger trees, Mathessad, aren't afire
hazard but harvesting them helps pay
to clear out the smaler brush and trees
that areaproblem. "Theresnot enough
money in the federd treasury to thin
hundreds of thousands, millions of
acres."

Including a few larger trees in those
cuts would help entice timber compa:
niesto also clean out smdler, commer-
cidly worthlessmaterid that makesthe
forest vulnerable to catastrophic wild-
fires, hesad.

The Cdifornia Forestry Association
sued Dec. 10, arguing the Forest Ser-
vice should haveincluded asugtaingble
timber supply as one of the godls.

But association President Dave
Bischdll criticized the suits by Lockyer
and environmenta groupsincluding the
SerraNevadaForest Protection Cam-
paign, Serra Club, Natura Resources
Defense Council, Center for Biological
Diversty and The Wilderness Society.

TheForest Service hasproperly dem-
ondrated it needsto use"thewholesuite
of tools' to fight fire danger, Bischdl
sad. Theagency'splan calsfor cutting
less than 1 percent of the larger trees
over the next decade, he said.

Agriculture Undersecretary Mark
Rey had until last Friday to review the
plan, but his office said any announce-
ment of changes or revisions is ill
pending.

Heisnamed inthelawsuitsalong with
the Forest Serviceand itschief and re-
giond forester.

"Because he missed his deadline, in
effect theadminigrativereview process
iIscomplete’ and opponents are freeto
sue, said Lockyer spokesman Tom
Dredar.

Both suits were filed in Sacramento
federa court. Neither asks a judge to
immediately prevent the Forest Service
from acting under the revised Serra

plan.



