
Ayear ago today, more than a billion gallons of toxic coal ash — waste from a coal-fired power plant 
operated by the Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) — flooded this quiet residential community

along the Clinch and Emory Rivers in Tennessee when the dam holding back the ash failed. There are
hundreds of other sites just like this one around the country, threatening nearby residents, drinking water,
fish and wildlife with arsenic, lead, mercury, selenium and other dangerous toxins in the ash.

The coal industry is fighting hard to avoid taking full 

responsibility for their toxic pollution. EPA Administrator 

Jackson, you can make sure a disaster like this never 

happens again. America needs you to adopt strong, 

federally enforceable regulations to protect us from 

coal ash before this problem gets any worse. It is 

time for the coal industry to clean up its act.

A DECEMBER TO REMEMBER.
Courtesy of the Coal Industry.

Center for Biological Diversity • Clean Water Action • Defenders of Wildlife • Earthjustice • Energy Justice Network • Environment America • Environmental Integrity Project •
Friends of the Earth • Green America • Greenpeace • National Parks Conservation Association • National Wildlife Federation • Natural Resources Defense Council • Public Citizen
• Public Employees for Environmental Responsibility • Rainforest Action Network • Sierra Club • Union of Concerned Scientists • Waterkeeper Alliance • Action for Change Today
(Pittsburgh, PA) • ActionPA • Alabama Environmental Council • Alaska Community Action on Toxics • American Bottom Conservancy (East St. Louis, IL) • Appalachian Voices •
Bastrop County Environmental Network (Smithville, TX) • Black Warrior Riverkeeper (Birmingham, AL) • Bokoshe Environmental Cause Group (Bokoshe, OK) • Cahaba River
Society (Birmingham, AL) • Cahaba Riverkeeper (Birmingham, AL) • Center for Coalfield Justice (Washington, PA) • Center for Energy Efficient and Renewable Technologies
(Santa Monica, CA) • Center for Energy Matters (Edmond, OK) • Citizen Power (Pittsburgh, PA) • Citizens Coal Council • Civil Society Institute (Newton, MA) • Clean Air Carolina
(Charlotte, NC) • Clean Air Council • Clean Energy Action Colorado • Clean Energy Now • Clean Power Now (Hyannis, MA) • Clean Up the River Environment (Montevideo, MN) •
Clean Water for North Carolina • Clean Wisconsin • Coal River Mountain Watch (Whitesville, WV) • Concerned Citizens of Giles County, VA • Concerned Residents of Portland, NY
+ People Like Us • Cumberland Stewards (Crossville, TN) • Delaware Riverkeeper Network • Dooda (NO) Desert Rock (Chaco Rio, NM) • Downwinders at Risk (Dallas, TX) •
Environmental Advocates (San Francisco, CA) • Environmental Justice Resource Center at Clark Atlanta University • Faiths United for Sustainable Energy • Fall-line Alliance for
a Clean Environment • Foundation for PA Watersheds • Fresh Energy • Friends of Hurricane Creek (Tuscaloosa, AL) • Grand Canyon Trust (Flagstaff, AZ) • GreenLaw • Group
Against Smog and Pollution (Pittsburgh, PA) • HealthLink (Swampscott, MA) • Heartwood (Murfreesboro, TN) • Illinois Citizens Opposed to Longwall Mining, Inc. • Jobs and
Energy • Kentucky Environmental Foundation • Kentucky Resources Council • Kentucky Waterways Alliance • Labadie Environmental Organization (Labadie, MO) • Lehigh-
Pocono Committee of Concern (Bethlehem, PA) • Mahanoy Creek Watershed Association • Michigan Land Use Institute • MidlandCARES (Midland, MI) • Minnesota Center for
Environmental Advocacy • Montana Environmental Information Center • Mountain Voices Alliance (Asheville, NC) • Mountain Watershed Association (Melcroft, PA) • NC Interfaith
Power & Light • Neighbors for Neighbors (Lexington, Texas) • New Energy Economy (Santa Fe, NM) • New York Public Interest Research Group • North Carolina Waste Awareness
and Reduction Network • Northwest Environmental Defense Center • Ohio Citizen Action • Ohio River Foundation • Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition (Huntington, WV) • One
Horizon Foundation (Lexington, KY) • Our Children's Earth Foundation (Sacramento, CA) • PennEnvironment • PennFuture • People Advocating Real Conservancy (PARC)
(Asheville, NC) • People in Need of Environmental Safety • Plains Justice (Cedar Rapids, IA) • Progress Michigan • Quit Coal • Residents Against the Power Plant (Bulger, PA) •
Resurrection Bay Conservation Alliance from Seward, Alaska • San Juan Citizens Alliance (Durango, CO) • Savannah Riverkeeper • Save It Now, Glades! • Sevier Citizens For Cean
Air And Water (Richfield, Utah) • Solar Valley Coalition (Crossville, TN) • Southern Alliance for Clean Energy • Southern Environmental Law Center • Statewide Organizing for
Community eMpowerment (Lake City, TN) • Sustainable Energy & Economic Development Coalition (Austin, TX) • Tennessee Clean Water Network • Tennessee Environmental
Council • Tennessee Interfaith Power & Light • United Mountain Defense • Utah Physicians for a Healthy Environment • Valley Watch, Inc. (Evansville, IN) • Voices for Earth Justice
(Roseville, MI) • Watauga Riverkeeper (Boone, NC) • We Are Michigan • Wenham Lake Watershed Association (Beverly, MA) • Western Environmental Law Center • Western PA
Coalition for Coal-Free Generation • Western Organization of Resource Councils • WildEarth Guardians • Youghiogheny Riverkeeper (Melcroft, PA)  
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FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT: www.sierraclub.org/coalash

Ph
ot

o 
co

ur
te

sy
 o

f L
yn

ds
ay

 M
os

el
ey

 

SC TVACoalAshAdFnl:SC TVACoalAshAdFnl  12/21/09  12:46 PM  Page 1


