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Environmental group files suits against government for
Riverside County species, among others
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By DAVID DANELSKI
The Press-Enterprise

An environmental group on Thursday sued the Bush administration alleging it failed to protect enough habitat for six
imperiled species, including two rare plants found only in Riverside County.

In five lawsuits filed in federal district court in San Francisco, the Center for Biological Diversity alleges the Bush
administration did not follow a law adopted under President Nixon that requires the administration protect critical
habitat needed for plants and animals listed as threatened or endangered to regain their numbers, said Ileene Anderson,
a Los Angeles-based biologist for the group.

The suits seek more land protections for the Munz's onion and San Jacinto Valley crownscale in Riverside County.
The other species are the Buena Vista Lake shrew, California tiger salamander, and two birds: the southwestern fly
catcher and the western snowy plover.

"They are not giving these species a chance to recover," Anderson said.

Alexandra Pitts, a Sacramento-based spokeswoman for U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, said in a telephone interview
that the agency properly followed rules when it made critical habitat designations for the plants and animals named in
the lawsuits. She said she could not comment further on the pending litigation.

The Munz's onion is a perennial herb with white and pink flowers that is native to the clay soils in the Temescal Valley
and other parts of western Riverside County. While the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service designated more than 200 areas
Cleveland National Forest as critical habitat for the onion, it left out more than 1,000 acres that fall under a
conservation plan overseen by Riverside County and 14 cities.

While that plan -- the Western Riverside County Multiple Species Habitat Conservation Plan -- should keep the onion
from becoming extinct, it will not boost the plant's population, Anderson said.

The San Jacinto Valley crownscale grows in flat areas near Hemet that are wet during the winter months and has
gray-green leaves and ball-shaped flowers with tiny spikes. The plant needs alkaline soils and has lost ground to
development and farming.

Anderson said the Fish and Wildlife Service designated no critical habit for this plant because it is covered by the local
conservation plan.

Reach David Danelski at 951-368-9471 or ddanelski@PE.com
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