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House passes stinulus; Senate beginning to crank up

Even as opposition continued to build on both sides of the Hill, the House
approved January 28 a huge economic stinmulus bill (HR 1) with billions of dollars
for federal |and nanagenent agencies. The vote was 244-to0-188 with no Republicans
supporting the bill.

The bill, as assenbled by the House Appropriations Commttee, would provide
wel | over $4 billion conbined for BLM the Forest Service, the Fish and Wldlife
Service, the Park Service and the U S. Geol ogi cal Survey.
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Senate commttees got into the act January 27 when they approved conprehensive

stimulus legislation simlar to the House bill, including a bottomline price tag of
$825 billion. However, a Senate Appropriations Conmttee bill (S 336) would provide
$600 million less for federal |and nanagenent agencies, $3.4 billion conpared to $4
billion.

Congressional |eaders and President Barack Obana want to conplete the bil
bef ore Congress | eaves on a Presidents’ Day holiday February 13.

As expected in the House bill the Park Service was the big w nner anong
federal |and nanagenment agencies with nore than $2 billion. The Forest Service
woul d receive about $1 billion, with $650 mllion for construction and $350 mllion

for wildfire prevention. BLM would receive $325 million for construction

The Senate Appropriations Conmittee bill would provide $3.4 billion for
restoration of facilities on federal |ands and another $830 nillion for roads on
public land and I ndian roads. However, S 336, which is quite different than the
House bill, would be far |ess generous to the Park Service. By one analysis the
Senate neasure woul d provide $1.5 billion less, $800 million in the Senate bil
conpared to $2.25 billion in the House bill

Republ i cans are digging in their heels, despite hama’'s attenpts at ecuneni sm
Sai d House M nority Leader John Boehner (R-Chio) of the House bill January 23, “I
think at this point we believe spending nearly a trillion dollars is really nore
t han what we ought to be putting on the backs of our kids and their kids. But at
the end of the day this is not our nobney to spend — we're borrowi ng this noney from
our kids — and so we have to find a package that’'s the right size.”

2009 APPROPS DELAYED: Tenporarily lost in the shuffle are nine fiscal year
2009 appropriations bills, including an Interior and related agencies bill, an
Energy and Water bill, and a Transportation bill. Until Congress conpletes the
econom ¢ stinulus nmeasure it won't address the fiscal 2009 appropriations bills,
according to Congressional staff nenbers.

But once the stimulus is out of the way, Congress is expected to turn its
attention to the fiscal 2009 bills. There is no precise schedule for action on the
fiscal 2009 appropriations. The only likely thing is the House and Senate will wap
the nine remaining bills into one omi bus bill

In the House stinulus bill, witten like a traditional appropriations bill
descriptions of the federal lands allocations are brief. They run only a half-dozen
pages. Wile the House bill avoids controversial earnmarks, it also runs the risk of
aut horizing nmany billions of dollars for projects that Congressional comittees have

not consi dered, or have considered only briefly.

For instance the salient description in a paragraph in HR 1 appropriating
noney for BLM says, “For an additional anmount for ‘Construction’, $325, 000,000, for
priority roads, bridges, and trail repair or deconm ssioning, critical deferred
mai nt enance projects, facilities construction and renovation, hazardous fuels
reduction, and renedi ati on of abandoned mine or well sites.” That's the ful
descri ption.

Here's the gross nunber breakdown for federal |and managenent agencies in the
House- passed bill, conpared to the Senate Appropriations Comrittee bill

* BLM construction and managenent, $325 nillion (Senate, $315 million)

* FS capital spending, $650 million (Senate, $650 mllion)

* Wldfire prevention, $850 nmillion with $350 nmillion FS and $550 million state and
| ocal (Senate, $665 million with $300 nmillion FS, $15 nmillion Dol and $350 mllion
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state and | ocal)

* FWS construction and managenent, $300 nmillion (Senate, $300 million)

* USGS noderni zation, $200 million (Senate, $135 million)

* Park Service construction, managenent and historic preservation $2.1 billion
(Senate, $802 mllion)

Judge bl ocks much of Utah O%G sale, criticizes BLM

A federal judge January 16 barred the issuance of 100,000 acres of oil and gas
| eases in Utah, sone near national parks and fanous recreation areas.

U S District Court Judge Ricardo M Urbina stopped execution of the |eases
because of concerns about the inpact of oil and gas devel opnent on the parks and
recreation areas. The Utah State O fice of BLM held the sale Decenber 19. Urbina s
deci sion does allow BLMto issue an additional 50,000 acres of |eases that
environnentalists did not protest in their |awsuit.

The order from Urbina, out of the U S. District Court for the District of
Col unbi a, halted the 100,000 acres of |ease sales just before they were to go into
ef fect January 19. Urbina s action also gives the Cbhanma adninistration an
opportunity to reverse the sale, albeit at sone |legal risk.

Secretary of Interior Ken Sal azar said at a press conference January 28, “W
are exanining our options to see what there is that we nay be able to do with
respect to those actions. W will take a look at it. W are putting that in the
category of mdnight actions of the Bush adm nistration.”

Environnental i sts argue that if the Cbana team under Sal azar deens the | eases
are “inproperly issued” it can unilaterally block them Said Megan Mieller, a staff
bi ol ogist with the Center for Native Ecosystens, “Subnitting a | easing application
vests no rights to the applicant or potential bidders. The BLMretains the
authority not to | ease.”

For now judge Urbina says that the bal ance of damages argues for the
post ponenent of the final issuance of the | eases. “Because of the threat of
irreparable harmto public land if the | eases are issued, the bal ancing of equities
also tips in favor” of protecting the land, if only tenporarily, he said.

In his order Ubina said the plaintiff environmental groups are likely to
succeed in their |awsuit because BLMfailed to evaluate the inpact of |leasing on air
outside the | eased tracts and on historic properties. “Due to these deficiencies
the plaintiffs have shown a |likelihood of success on the nmerits,” Urbina concl uded.

Steve Bloch, an attorney with the lead plaintiff, the Southern Utah W] derness
Al liance (SUM), said that if Ubina follows the drift of his order in an injunction
or decision at a future date, it should bar BLMfromissuing the | eases and force
the bureau to rewite resource nmanagenent plans.

“As the case nmoves on into the nerits we will challenge the (RWPSs) and the
envi ronmental docunentation in them” Bloch said. “The RWs were hurried and
i gnored inmportant parts of the equation. The ruling fromjudge Ubina is the first
step toward revisiting those plans.”

The authority not to issue |eases under the Mnerals Leasing Act may al so
prove a crucial issue downstream as President Cbama’s teamtakes over. The Chana
side is expected to be | ess eager to develop oil and gas reserves on public |ands
t han the Bush admi ni stration.

The | awsuit was brought by seven conservation groups |ed by SUM and i ncl udi ng
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the Grand Canyon Trust, the National Parks Conservation Association, and the
National Trust for Historic Preservation

The plaintiffs charged specifically that BLMfailed to take a hard | ook at the
i npact of oil and gas devel opnent on ozone, as requested by the National Park
Service; failed to assess the inpact of |easing on clinate change, as required by an
order of the Secretary of Interior; and failed to assess inpacts of |easing on
archaeol ogical sites in Nine MIle Canyon, thus ignoring the concerns of the Hopi
tribe.

The Decenber 19 sal e becane a national controversy after BLMsaid it would
of fer 241 parcels for |ease totaling 359,000 acres, many of them near Arches
Nati onal Park, Di nosaur National Mnunent, Canyonlands National Park, Nine Mle
Canyon and Desol ate Canyon. BLM nanages the latter two areas.

In the face of protests froman array of interests BLM pulled nore than 110
tracts fromthe sale. It did offer 131 parcels extending over 163,714 acres. BLM
sol d 89 percent of the 131 parcels covering 148,598 acres and received
$7,473, 768. 50.

The take includes $1.8 mllion that a nuisance bidder, Tim DeChristopher, bid
on 10 tracts. The Salt Lake Tribune said Christopher was a student at the
University of Utah and an ardent environnentalist. BLMand the U S. Attorney in
Utah are attenpting to determ ne options for resolving DeChristopher’s nui sance
bids. BLMcan attenpt to make himpay the $1.8 nillion he bid, but DeChristopher
told the press he has no intention of doing so.

I f DeChristopher’s | eases near Arches National Park and Canyonl ands Nati ona

Park are forfeited, BLM may put the tracts up for sale again in February, the Cbhama
adm nistration willing.

Sal azar gets a deputy at Interior;: are settlenents |ikely?

The Obama administration is beginning to fill top | eadership positions in the
Interior Department, but is not expected to nanme agency heads for several nonths.

The adm ni strati on announced January 26 the expected nom nation of David J.
Hayes to the nunber two position in the Interior Departnment under Secretary Ken
Sal azar. Hayes served as deputy secretary of Interior in the Clinton adm nistration
from 1999 to 2001.

Hayes headed the Interior Department transition teamfor President Cbanma. He
has worked recently as a partner with the Latham & Watkins law firm

Hayes’ s experience as a natural resources attorney may cone in handy if the
department and the Justice Departnent attenpt to dispose of a flood of lawsuits
agai nst Bush administration rules and decisions. One technique often used by the
Bush adm nistration to get around Clinton adnministration rules was to strike an
agreement to settle the suit.

A Bush administration architect of the settlenment strategy, forner Under
Secretary of Agriculture Mark Rey, said it is not an all-inclusive strategy. “I
don’t think you can generalize,” he said. “First, the governnent nmust want to
settle the lawsuits and governnents are never uniformin what they want.

“Second, you have to |look at what the plaintiffs are demanding in a
settlenent. And third, you have to look at the details of disposition. There may
be too nuch conplexity fromtoo many plaintiffs. Yes, we did settle sonme suits with
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i ndustry but, no, we did not settle other suits. And yes, we settled sone suits
wi th environnmentalists, but, no, we did not settle other suits. | don’t think you
can generalize.”

One proninent environnmentalist who handl es public |ands issues for The
W derness Society, David Al berswerth, said settlenents offer the Chama
adm ni stration a possible opportunity. “If you can settle and not have to go
t hrough the whole nine yards in the courts, it could be a good strategy,” he said.

Sal azar said at a press conference January 28 that his staff is “devel oping a
[ist” of last-minute actions by the Bush admi nistration and is eval uating possible
actions.

The Obanma admi nistration has yet to nom nate a candi date for Under Secretary
of Agriculture to replace Rey. Until a new under secretary is nanmed and confirned
by the Senate Ann M Bartuska is filling the position on an acting basis.

Bartuska has worked recently as deputy chief of the Forest Service for research and
devel opnent.

As for the chief of the Forest Service, at |east sone of the old guard hopes
the Obanma administration doesn’'t i mediately select a new chief to replace Abigai
Ki nbel |, who took the job on Feb. 4, 2007. Unlike nost other |and managenent agency
heads the Forest Service chief is appointed and does not require Senate
confirmation.

Sai d George Leonard, chairnman of the National Association of Forest Service
Retirees, “(P)rior to the Cinton Adm nistration, the Chief’s job was not regarded
as autonatically changing with a new adnministration. 1t enhances the credibility of
advice that the Chief gives to the Administration and the Congress if the position
is not seen as just another political appointnent. W certainly believe that the
long tradition of appointing a career, professional enployee fromwthin the
organi zation nust be nmintained.”

As represented by the Public Lands Foundation, the BLMold guard would I|ike
the next bureau director to cone from professional ranks. Foundation President
Ceorge Lea wote Senate Energy Conmittee Chairnan Jeff Bingaman (D-N. M) January 16
to support a career professional as bureau director

“We bring to your attention that career agency enpl oyees are al so successfully
| eadi ng the National Park Service, the Fish and WIldlife Service and the Forest
Service as their director,” wote Lea.

Ron W nker, the Nevada State Director, is acting as bureau director thus far
The nanes of possible bureau directors are being circul ated by various
i nterest groups. For instance, sone environnentalists favor either Matt M| enbach

former BLM State Director in Montana who is now retired, or Robert Abby, retired
state director in Nevada

Omi bus lands bill still on hold in the House

The House at press time had not yet taken up a Senate-passed omi bus | ands

bill (S 22), because it has been occupi ed by a huge econonmi c stinmulus bill
But House Denocratic | eaders are eager to get nmoving on S 22. “l am worKking
to have this bill considered by the House in an expeditious manner and sent to the

President for his signature,” said House Natural Resources Committee Chairman Nick
Joe Rahall (D-WVa.) in response to a question from PLN.
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S 22, sponsored by Senate Energy Conmittee Chairman Jeff Bingaman (D-N.M),

contains 161 individual nmeasures. It now goes to the House where there is
consi derabl e support. Twenty-four Denocratic House nmenbers w ote Speaker of the
House Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) and asked her to schedule a vote on the bill, if the

Senate acted on it.

The House has approved many but not all neasures in the Senate bill. [If the
House chooses to nodify S 22, the bill would have to go back to the Senate. And if
t hat happens critics such as Sen. Tom Coburn (R-Ckla.) would al nost certainly use
parliamentary tactics to stall it.

S 22 woul d designate 2.2 nmillion acres of w | derness, designate three new
nati onal parks, designate several national trails, designate nore than 1,000 mles
of wild and scenic rivers, and designate 10 national heritage areas, to nane a few
itens.

Sai d Bi ngaman after the Senate vote, “I can’t think of a single bill that has
ever done nore to ensure the enjoynment of, and access to, wilderness areas,
historical sites, national parks, forests, trails and scenic rivers.”

The omi bus bill is opposed by a wide range of interests, beginning with
west ern House Republicans and including the U S. Chanber of Commerce, private
property rights advocates, powered recreation advocates, and conservative think
t anks.

The npbst controversial single itemin the bill would give Congressiona
certification to the 26 million-acre National Landscape Conservation System (NLCS)
managed by the Bureau of Land Managenent.

Coburn conpl ained that S 22 would cost $10 billion at a tine when the nation
was headed toward a $1.8 trillion annual deficit, would tie up energy resources and
woul d tranple private property rights.

The Senate Energy Committee devel oped the ommi bus | ands package based on
conmittee-passed bills. Not all conmmttee-passed bills nade the cut because both
Denocratic and Republican conmmttee | eaders enjoyed a veto. The idea was to produce
a bill that provides sonething for everyone on both sides of the aisle. Bingaman
sai d Republicans and Denocrats sponsored al nbst equal nunbers of bills in the
package. In addition to the NLCS neasure, S 22 woul d:

* WOM NG RANGE: The ommi bus includes a bill (S 2229) from Sen. John Barrasso
(R-Wo.) that would authorize non-federal interests to buy out oil and gas | eases on
1.2 million acres of the Wom ng Range of the Bridger-Teton National Forest. BLM
and the U S. Ceol ogical Survey (USGS) have offered different estimtes of the anount
of oil and gas the range contains. BLMsaid on Feb. 27, 2008, that the area may

contain 331 nmillion barrels of oil. But on June 19 the USGS estimated only 5
mllion barrels of oil. Simlarly, BLMestinated the area may contain 8.8 trillion
cubic feet of natural gas and USGS estimated 1.5 trillion cubic feet.

* OANYHEE LANDS (I DAHO : The omni bus includes this bill (S 2833) from Sen. M ke
Crapo (R-Idaho) that woul d designate 517,000 acres of BLM managed wil derness. An
alliance of retired BLM enpl oyees, the Public Lands Foundation, objects to the bil
and says that before designating w | derness sponsors should work with BLMto
identify precise boundari es.

* W LDERNESS (NI NE OTHER BI LLS): The ommi bus includes several individua
wi | derness bills that would protect up to 2 million acres, including: WIld
Monongahel a W1 derness (West Va.), Virginia Ridge and Valley Wl derness (Va.), M.
Hood W derness (Ore.), Copper Sal nbn Wl derness (Ore.), Cascade-Si skiyou Nationa
Monurment (Ore.), Owhee (I1daho), Sabinoso WIlderness (N.M), Pictured Rocks Nationa
Lakeshore W1 derness (Mch.), Oregon Badl ands Wl derness (Oe.), Spring Basin
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Wl derness (Ore.), Eastern Sierra and Northern San Gabriel W]l derness (Calif.),
Ri verside County Wl derness (Calif.), Sequoia and Kings Canyon National Parks
Wl derness (Calif.), and Rocky Muntain National Park W] derness (Colo.)

* OTHER MEASURES: In addition, the omibus includes individual bills that
woul d designate three new National Park Systemunits, authorize additions to nine
exi sting National Park Systemunits; authorize by our count a dozen |and exchanges
and conveyances; designate four national trails; authorize studies of additions to
four National Hi storic Trails (all in the Wst: Oregon National Historic Trail, Pony
Express National Historic Trail, California National H storic Trail, and The Mornon
Pi oneer National Historic Trail); add three wild and scenic rivers including the
Snake River Headwaters in Wom ng; and designate a Snowy River Cave Nationa
Conservation Area of about 3.5 miles of cave passages in Lincoln County, N M

Rahal |l reintroduces tough mining lawreformleqgislation

Rep. Nick Joe Rahall (D-WVa.) and 21 of his Denobcratic colleagues introduced
amne lawreformbill (S 699) January 27 that would establish a four percent
royalty on existing hard rock mines. It would inpose an ei ght percent royalty on
future m nes.

House di sposition of the sweeping reformbill is not in question. The House
approved a version of the bill in the last Congress by a margin of 244-to-166 and
the Denocratic nmajority in this Congress is significantly |arger

The Senate and Secretary of Interior Ken Sal azar present the big unknowns. In
the Senate, Majority Leader Harry Reid (D Nev.) always gives the hard rock mning
i ndustry a nost inmportant hole card. Reid has personally stopped several nmjor
attenpts to rewite the 1872 Mning Law in the |ast few years.

As for Salazar, the hard mining industry says in private conversations he
consistently painted hinself as a noderate on reformwhen he was a senator from
Col or ado.

Rahal | , who has chanpi oned tough mning law reforns for 30 years, indicated
January 27 he was raring to go again. “Gven our current economc crisis and the
enpty state of our national Treasury, it is ludicrous to be allow ng this outnobded
law to continue to exenpt these lucrative mning activities frompaying a fair
return to the Anerican people,” he said. O

“Nobody in their right mnd would allow tinber, oil, gas, coal or copper to be
cut, drilled for, or mned on | ands they own wi thout receiving a paynent in return
for the disposition of their resources,” Rahall added. “And neither should the

United States.”

The environnental group Eart hworks picked up on Rahall’s econonic stinulus
thene. S 699 “will pronote econonmic devel opnent in rural comunities throughout the
West by creating jobs for abandoned mine clean up while protecting communities and
water quality fromthe damage caused by nodern mning,” said Lauren Pagel, policy
director for the group

But the National M ning Association said an ei ght percent royalty woul d nmake
the nation’s mning i ndustry nonconpetitive. “This royalty and other provisions of
H R 699 that are duplicative of other U S. |aws and regul ati ons woul d needl essly
jeopardize U.S. netals mning—further increasing our dependence on foreign sources
for the nmetals we will need to rebuild Anerica,” said association president Hal

Qui nn.

Sen. Dianne Feinstein (D-Calif.) has already introduced | egislation (S 140)
that woul d i npose an eight percent gross royalty on new nines and four percent on
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exi sting mnes, as would Rahall. Both Rahall and Feinstein would use the nobney to
pay for an abandoned nine reclanation fund.

However, Feinstein's bill does not address the broad sweep of reformthat HR
699 woul d, such as environnmental standards and elimnation of patent.

Presi dent Obana has taken a somewhat anbi guous position on mne |law reform
After the House | ast approved Rahall’s bill on Nov. 1, 2007, OCbanma said, “Wuat’'s
clear to ne is that the legislation that has been proposed places a significant
burden on the mining industry and coul d have a significant inpact on jobs. W are
going to have to keep on working to find the kind of legislation that is going to
provide fair conpensation for these federal |ands and al so enhances environnental
protection (and) cleans up abandoned m nes.”

But Cbama is not expected to go as far as the Bush adninistration and pronise
a veto of any bill that |ooks |ike the House-passed neasure.

The Senate Energy Conmmittee will be hard to read. The panel lost this year
important critics of the House bill, including Salazar, forner ranking Republican
Pete Donenici (R-N.M), Sen. Larry Craig (R 1daho) and, to a | esser extent, Sen.
CGordon Smith (R-Ore.) Replacing themare Sens. John McCain (R-Ariz.) Janes Risch
(R-1daho), Bob Bennett (R-Utah) and Sam Brownback (R-Kansas)

Rahal|'s bill is co-sponsored by Reps. George MIler (D-Calif.), Henry Waxman
(D-Calif.), Ed Markey (D Mass.), Howard Berman (D-Calif), Radul Gijalva (DAriz.),
Rush Holt (D-N.J.), JimCosta (D-Calif.), Donna Christensen (D-V.l1.), Pete Stark (D
Calif.), Dale Kildee (D-Mch.), Maurice Hi nchey (D-N.Y.), Earl Blunenauer (D-Oe.),
Patrick Kennedy (D-R1.), Ron Kind (DWs.), Lois Capps (D-Calif.), Adam Schiff (D
Calif.), Mke Honda (D-Calif.), John Salazar (D Colo.), Anna Eshoo (D-Calif.), Niki
Tsongas (D-Mass.), and Gerry Connolly (D-Va.)

O

Liti gati on agai nst Bush oil shal e program expands

Envi ronnental i sts now have three separate |lawsuits in the works against BLM
regul ati ons that establish ground rules for comercial devel opnent of oil shale in
t he Rocki es.

A fortnight ago 13 | ocal and national environnmental groups brought a National
Envi ronnental Policy Act (NEPA) |awsuits against the regulations. At the sanme tine
the groups filed a separate lawsuit that said the Interior Department violated the
Federal Land Policy and Managenent Act of 1976 (FLPMA) by not allow ng public
comment and state review of the final rules.

Those two suits follow up on the promise of a third lawsuit that will allege
t he conmerci al devel opnent rules violate the Endangered Species Act. N ne
environnental groups notified the Interior Departnment January 6 the rule didn't
adequately evaluate the inpacts of oil shale devel opment on threatened and
endangered species. The groups prom sed a | awsuit.

The litigation raises the possibility that Secretary of Interior Ken Sal azar
will attenpt to settle the suits with agreenments to redo the regul ations and pl ans
sometine in the far future, effectively postponing them The Bush admi nistration
used that tactic to settle tinmber industry lawsuits in the Pacific Northwest in
favor of industry.

Asked at a press conference January 28 if he favored a new noratorium on
commercial oil shal e devel opnent, Sal azar said he has questions about the inpact of
devel opnent on water resources, on energy and the efficacy of technology. “Until
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t hose very fundanental questions are answered,” he said, “it nakes no sense to nove
forward with a commercial oil shal e devel opnent program”

At issue is the pace and size of the devel opnent of vast reserves of oil shale
in Colorado, U ah and Wom ng. The Green River Formation of Col orado al one could
produce an estinmated 800 billion barrels of oil, or 100 years worth of the nation’'s
annual consunption of 8 billion barrels.

BLM i ssued the final conmercial devel opnent oil shale regulations Nov. 18,
2008, in time for the rules to go into effect January 17 before the Ohama
adm ni stration took over January 20. Separately, BLM published 12 nanagenent plans
and a final oil shale progranmatic EI'S Sept. 6, 2008, that anmend existing resource
managenent plans in the Rockies (three in Colorado, six in Uah and three in

Woni ng.)

In addition, the week before the Bush adnm nistration left office it nodified
significantly an ongoi ng research and devel opnent (R&D) program BLM on January 15
asked for a second round of nom nations for R& | eases. The new round of | eases
woul d be for 640 acres rather than the 160 acres for six existing R& | eases.

On January 16 BLM issued addenduns to the six old R&D | eases to establish
procedures for comercial devel opnent under the Nov. 18, 2008, regulations. The R&D
| eases are for 10 years with a possible five-year extension. And the |aw allows the
R&D | eases to be converted to 20-year commercial | eases of 4,960 acres, as BLM says,
“once comercial production | evels have been achieved and all requirenents have been
met.”

Here's what the three oil shale lawsuits are up to

* COMMERCI AL REGULATIONS: The suit, filed by the environnentalist law firm
Earthjustice on behal f of the 13 groups, says BLMs regul ations of Nov. 18, 2008,
didn’t adequately consider the environnental inplications of devel opnent, in part
because BLM won’t know what those inpacts will be until the R& programis further
along. This of course is exactly the argunent Sal azar nade at the press conference.
The suit was filed in U.S. District Court in Col orado.

* MANAGEMENT PLANS: The suit, filed by Earthjustice on behalf of the sane 13
groups, says BLMs 12 resource nmanagenent plans of Septenber 6 should have been
signed by a bureau official to allow for public comment and state review. The plans
were signed by then Assistant Secretary of Interior for Land and M nerals C. Stephen
Allred. The suit was filed in U S. District Court in Col orado.

* ENDANGERED SPECI ES ACT: Nine environnmental groups led by the Center for
Bi ol ogi cal Diversity January 6 notified the departnment they would file a lawsuit if
BLM didn't revise its endangered speci es docunentation in the final regul ations.

| daho roadless rule in court; Risch blasts plaintiffs

Five environnmental groups filed a lawsuit January 16 agai nst a Forest Service
roadless rule for the State of Idaho that went into effect Cct. 16, 2008.

The groups object nost particularly to the allocation of 406,000 acres to
general use. They would prefer the 406,000 acres be protected by a 2001 Cinton
admi ni stration roadless area rule that would bar road construction in 58.5 nillion
acres of roadless national forest. |In fact the groups say the entire 9.3 mllion
acres of roadless forest in Idaho should be governed by the Clinton rule.

The groups said the Idaho rule failed to consider adequately possible adverse
i mpacts on the | and.

Sen. Jim Risch (R-1daho), who as then-governor of |daho subnmitted the fina
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petition for the rule, sharply criticized the plaintiffs because the rule was
prepared through extensive collaboration with all interests.

“This litigation is a slap in the face of all |dahoans who participated in the
resolution of this |long and on-going dispute,” he said. “It also discourages future
attenpts to resolve environnmental conflicts by the collaborative and conpronise
net hod that has proven successful and in the best interest of all parties.”

Ri sch received backing fromthe only Denbcrat in the |daho Congressiona
del egation, Rep. Walt Mnnick. “Sen. Risch's carefully crafted roadl ess plan is yet
anot her fine exanple of what can be done when | eaders bring people to the table in
an effort to find conmon ground, and | hope (the |awsuit) does not hanper future

col l aboration. . .,” he said.

Environnental i sts were divided on the rule. The Idaho Conservati on League
supported it but a nunmber of other groups objected. But other groups filed the
 awsuit, including The WIderness Society, Geater Yellowstone Coalition, Natural
Resources Defense Council, Sierra Club and The Lands Council. The litigants are
represented by the Earthjustice law firm

The ldaho rule, effective on publication October 16, allocates 1.5 mllion
acres to wild land recreation (Risch’s petition called for 1.4 mllion acres), 1.7
mllion acres to primtive use (the sanme as the petition), 5.3 mllion acres to
backcountry (the petition called for 5.5 mllion acres) and 610,000 acres to genera
forest use (the petition called for a half-nillion acres.)

The plaintiffs allege the Idaho rule violates the Endangered Species Act by
not substantiating Fish and Wldlife Service assertions that the rule won't
j eopardi ze the nountain caribou and grizzly bear. They also argue that the rule
vi ol ates forest plans by allow ng road construction in areas that forest plans
formerly forbid such construction and violate the National Environnental Policy Act
by not evaluating the site-specific inpacts of phosphate m ning.

The states of Idaho and Col orado both petitioned the Departnment of Agriculture
for roadl ess forest regulations tailored to their governor’s recomendati ons.

The Col orado situation is still in Iinbo. On Decenber 5 at the request of the
state, the Departnent of Agriculture agreed to an additional 60-to-90 day review of
a proposed rule. The state has expressed concerns about possible exceptions in the
rule that could lead to oil and gas | ease devel opnent.

That puts the ball in the court of the Cbama administration in general and
Secretary of Agriculture Gov. Thonmas J. Vilsack in particular. Environmentalists
are urging the Ghama adm nistration to reinstate the 2001 Clinton rule that bars
nost road construction and tinber harvests on 58.5 nillion acres of nationa
forests.

But the Colorado situation is conplicated because U. S. District Court Judge
Clarence Brinmer in August ruled the Clinton rule illegal

Denocrats begin trying to roll back Bush ESA rul es

The Obama admi ni stration and House Denocrats are trying to halt the
i mpl enentati on of two Bush adm ni stration Endangered Species Act (ESA) initiatives.

On i nauguration day January 20 Wiite House Chief of Staff Rohm Enanuel froze
all regulations that had not yet gone into effect. The order effectively halted a
rule to relist the northern Rocky Mountain gray wolf under the ESA. The rul e was
scheduled to go into effect in md-February.
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Separately, on January 15 House Natural Resources Committee Chairman N ck Joe
Rahal | (D-WVa.) introduced an unusual resolution (HJ Res 18) that woul d di sapprove
a Dec. 11, 2008, regulation that eased ESA interagency consultation rules.

The actions are the first of many expected fromthe Cbanma adm nistration and
Congress to revise ESA. Congressional Denocrats charged repeatedly over the | ast
ei ght years that the Bush adnministration had politicized inplenentation of the |aw
at the expense of good science. The Interior Department |nspector General agreed.

A sonetine arbiter of the war between the Bush adninistration and the
environnental i sts — the Governnent Accountability Ofice (GAO - weighed in January
21 with a new letter to Congress describing FW5's record over the last 10 years in
i mpl enenting the law. And the record of FWS's sister agency the National marines
and Fi sheries Service (NVFS.)

The letter, prepared for Rahall and other House Denocrats, is not cut-and-
dried. For instance, it gives agencies high marks for cooperating with each other
but low marks for spelling out when and how critical habitat should be identified.

On the upside GAO said, “In addition, FW5 NWMS, and sone federal agencies
they consult with on federal actions have continued to work together to inprove
efficiencies in the consultation process by addi ng gui dance, expanding training and
di ssem nating information about the process.”

On the downside GAO said, “FW5 has yet to clarify the role of critical habitat
and how and when it should be designated, as we recommended in 2002 and 2003.” GAO

said FW5 now believes it will not conplete clarification regulations until this
spring “or later.” O course the Cbama adm nistration may have sonething to say
about that.

The report, Endangered Species Act: Many GAO Recommendations Have Been
Implemented, but Some Issues Remain Unresolved, GAO-09-225R, is avail able at
http://www.gao.gov/cgi-bin/getrpt ?GAO-09-225R.

The wolf rule. On January 14 former Deputy Secretary of the Interior Lynn
Scarl ett announced that FW5 was delsiting the Northern Rockies popul ati on of gray
wol ves under the ESA. However, the rule would not go into effect until md-
February, giving Enmanuel an opportunity to block it with his sweeping edict against
Bush admini stration rules.

FW5 first delisted the Northern Rockies wolves in February 27, 2008. But
environnentalists imediately filed a lawsuit and U S. District Court Judge Donal d
W Ml loy in Montana put the wol ves back on the endangered species list. Anmpong
other things Mdlloy said FW5 failed to ensure that subpopul ati ons woul d interbreed.

FW5 and the Interior Department counter that nore than 1,500 wol ves roamthe
Nort hern Rockies and at |east 100 breeding pairs are alive in |Idaho, Montana and
Woni ng. Environmentalists contend 2,500 to 5,000 wol ves are needed in the Northern
Rockies to establish a thriving popul ation

Section 7 interagency consultation. On Dec. 11, 2008, FW5 and NMFS issued a
new rul e that grants | and nmanagenment agencies discretion to consult with FW and
NMVFS on the inpact of projects on inperiled species.

The law firm Earthjustice quickly filed suit against the rule, charging the
ESA does not authorize | and nanagers to decide on their own whether to consult wth
FWs and NMFS. The suit was filed in the U S, District Court for the Northern
District of California.
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The Bush admi nistration Interior Departnent insisted that the rule sinply
clarifies existing law and that it does not weaken the act’s Section 7 consultation
requi renent.

Rahal | and 12 other Denocrats disagreed, introducing a joint resolution

January 15 that would effectively renove the rule. Rahall introduced Hl Res 18
under the 1996 Congressional Review Act. That |aw allows Congress to essentially
kill regulations, if both the House and Senate approve it within 60 days.
Gijalva bill wuld lock in Gand Canyon w t hdrawal s

Rep. Raul M Gijalva (Ariz.) on January 22 noved to bar permanently uranium
mning on 1 mllion acres of public |ands adjacent to Grand Canyon National Park

He introduced legislation (HR 644) that would withdraw from all kinds of
m neral entry |land near Grand Canyon where the uraniumindustry has staked cl ai ns.
The Forest Service had authorized sonme exploratory drilling in the Kai bab Nationa
Forest near the park until a court enjoined the agency.

The Bush adm nistration rejected a previous attenpt by Gijalva to bl ock
mning in the short termvia a w thdrawal order fromthe House Natural Resources
Conmittee. On Dec. 5, 2008, BLMeffectively said the House committee order was
illegal and ignored it.

Grijalva obviously hopes to have better luck this year fromthe Cbhana
adm ni stration and Secretary of Interior Ken Salazar. “I look forward to working
with the Qhama Administration and Secretary of the Interior Salazar and hope to
convince themto utilize their authority to tenporarily protect the canyon due to
t he emergency circunstances existing now,” said Gijalva, who chairs the House
subcommi ttee on National Parks, Forests and Public Lands, on introducing HR 644.

Environnental i sts have a related | awsuit working against the Interior
Department for not inplenmenting the 2008 House conmmittee order to tenporarily
wi thdraw the forest land frommning. They may anmend that |lawsuit to include the
Dec. 5, 2008, BLMrule that says the lawis illegal.

“We do believe the BLMregulation is illegal, and are considering all options
to help protect the Grand Canyon and surroundi ng resources from further uranium
devel opnent,” said Mark Fink, senior attorney for the public lands for the Center
for Biological Diversity.

The m ning industry is not sitting idly by. On January 16 U S. District Court
Judge Neil V. Wake in Arizona granted intervenor status in the case to Quaterra
Al aska, Inc.; the Northwest M ning Association; and Uranium One U.S. A Inc.

In dispute is an energency w thdrawal provision, Section 204(e), of the
Federal Land Policy and Managenment Act of 1976 (FLPMA.) It purports to authorize
ei ther the House Natural Resources Committee or the Senate Energy Committee to
aut hori ze emergency wi thdrawals for up to three years.

Both the Bush administration and the House Natural Resources Committee
majority base their conpeting argunents about the legality of Section 204(e) on a
Suprene Court decision, INS v. Chadha, 51 U.S.L.W. 4907 (June 23, 1983.) In it the
court cast doubt whet her one House of Congress can direct a federal agency to act
wi t hout the other house agreeing, i.e. a unicaneral decision instead of a bicanera
deci sion. The Republicans say the Supreme Court direction is absol ute.

But a House Natural Resources Committee analysis earlier this year said that
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case denonstrates that the courts would uphold the withdrawal authority if Congress
acted as a landowner. The analysis did warn that a withdrawal as an “exercise of
power” by Congress woul d probably violate Chadha.

Gijalva' s bill to permanently withdraw the land is brief. It directs the
Interior Department to withdraw 1, 068,908 acres near Grand Canyon from (1) all entry
under general public land laws, (2) fromhard rock mning and (3) from energy
| easing. The law would protect valid existing rights.

Congress is sorting out commttee | eadershi p posts

The House and Senate have begun identifying majority and minority nenbers of
nost conmittees, including subcomm ttee chairmen and ranking Republicans.

The nost inportant public |ands changes invol ve Al askans in both the House and
Senate. In the House Natural Resources Committee long-tinme ranking Republican and
former chairman Don Young (R- Al aska) has been deposed by his own party and repl aced
by Rep. Richard “Doc” Hastings (R-Wash.) Young will still sit on the commttee.

In the Senate Energy Committee |ong-time ranking Republican and former
chairman Sen. Pete Domenici (R-N.M) retired and was replaced by Sen. Lisa Mirkowski
(R-Alaska.) Mirkowski in turn is the daughter of former conmmttee chairman Frank
Mur kowski .

HOUSE NATURAL RESOURCES COWM TTEE: Committee Chairman Nick Joe Rahall (D
WVa.) laid out an agenda for this year that calls for tough hard rock nmining | aw
reform greater diligence in developing oil and gas |eases, w thdrawal of uranium
| eases near Grand Canyon National Park, and an aggressive inplementation of the
Endangered Species Act. His top allies in commttee will be House subcomittee on
Nati onal Parks, Forests and Public Lands Chairman Raul Gijalva (D-N.M) and House
subcomittee on Energy and M neral Resources Chairnman Jim Costa (D-Calif.)

HOUSE APPROPRI ATI ONS COWM TTEE: As chairman of the House subcommittee on
Interior and Rel ated Agencies Rep. Norman Di cks (R-Wash.) returns as the | eading
public | ands voice on the conmttee. O note of the eight Denocrats on the
subcommittee only Dicks and Rep. Ed Pastor (Ariz.) are fromthe West.

Rep. M ke Sinpson (R 1daho), a forceful voice for the conservative West, wll
serve as ranking mnority menbers on the Interior appropriations subcomittee. He
repl aces Rep. Todd Tiahrt (R Neb.)

HOUSE ENERGY AND COMVERCE: (I ncluded here because conmittee will have
jurisdiction over giant climate control |egislation that could have nmajor inpacts on
public land policy.) Rep. Henry Waxman (D-Calif.) will be in charge of witing
climate control legislation. Rep. Joe Barton (R Texas) returns as ranking mnority
nmenber .

SENATE ENERGY COWM TTEE: Sen. Jeff Bingaman (D-N.M) keeps the commttee under
New Mexi co chairmanship. Rep. Ron Wden (D-Ore.) is expected to chair the Senate
subcommittee on Public Lands and Forests.

Mur kowski will serve as the ranking Republican on the comittee. Ranking
subcommi ttee nmenbers have not been assigned yet. O note the conmittee picks up
Sens. John McCain (R-Ariz.), Bob Bennett (R Uah), Janmes Ri sch (R-1daho) and Sam
Br ownback (R-Kansas) to replace departing Sens. Pete Donenici (R N.M), Larry Craig
(R-1daho) and CGordon Smith (R-Oe.)

SENATE APPROPRI ATI ONS COW TTEE: Sen. Dianne Feinstein (D-Calif.) is expected
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to chair the Senate subcommittee on Interior Appropriations once again.

SENATE ENVI RONMVENT AND PUBLI C WORKS COWM TTEE: Sen. Barbara Boxer (D-Calif.)
will chair this panel that will be in charge of Endangered Species Act |egislation
as well as climate control |egislation

| BLA deci si ons

(We now post current Interior Board of Land Appeals decisions at our website, http://www.plnfpr.com/ibla.htm.
We provide the most recent three months of decisions in PDF format. We update the listing every two weeks. IBLA may be
contacted at: Interior Board of Land Appeals, 801 North Quincy St., MS 300-QC, Arlington, VA 22203. Phone (703) 235-
3799.)

Subj ect: Grazing allotnents.

Dol decision: BLMwill approve grazing allotnents after preparing an environmental assessnent.

I BLA admini strative judge: Affirmed BLM deci sion.

Appel | ant: The grazing decision would all ow danage to historic properties and cul tural resources.

| BLA deci sion: Reversed hearing judge and BLM on cul tural resources issue.

Case identification: Escalante Wilderness Project, et al. v. BLM, 176 IBLA 300, January 14, 2008. Eighteen pages.
Appeal froma decision issued by Administrative Law Judge Janes H. Heffernan uphol ding on appeal a Finding of No
Signi ficant Inpact and Final Decision by the Field Manager of the Kanab Field Ofice of BLM to issue 10-year grazing
permits. UT-110-03-01; UT-110-03-03.

I BLA argunment: |BLA Chief Administrative Judge H. Barry Holt reversed an administrative |aw judge opinion and a BLM
deci sion approving four grazing allotments in Utah, as those decisions pertained to cultural resources. Holt upheld the
rest of the opinion and decision, as those decisions involved other environmental inpacts. As to cultural resources
Holt faulted BLM s assertion that grazing would have no inpact. He said BLMrelied on 1983 data prepared for a coal

| ease that the author warned was weak. Holt al so said BLM described historic properties in the area as “lithic
scatters,” when there were in fact 37 tenporary canps, an historic habitation, an historic Navajo sweat |odge and a
prehistoric village in the area. Holt concluded by criticizing BLMs archaeol ogi cal expert for “his failure to field
check any of the data in light of its clear limtations.” Holt said the expert’s analyses “show that his opinion was
not supported by the evidence and not credible.”

Subj ect: Conbi ned hydrocarbon | eases (HCLs.)

Dol decision: BLM said | BLA shoul d reconsider a decision directing negotiations to settle HCL dispute.

Appel l ants: | BLA should allow participation in case by applicant to convert HCLs to oil and gas |eases.

I BLA deci sion: Agreed to reconsider, but gave applicant mxed signals on participation.

Case identification: UOS Energy, LLC, 176 IBLA 286. January 9, 2009. Fourteen pages. Appeals from decisions of the
Utah State O fice of BLM which vacated prior decisions; vacated prior successor-in-interest notices; granted
suspensions; determned rentals due; and required additional information. UTU 60566 through UTU- 60570 and UTU 67827.

I BLA argunment: | BLA Administrative Judge T. Britt Price in this decision responded to a BLM request for reconsideration
of a previous board decision involving rights to HCL | eases and applications dealing with those | eases. Price issued a
m xed decision in favor of the appellant in some instances and in favor of mmjor energy conpanies that are involved with
the litigation in other instances. Briefly, appellant UGS Energy, LLC, was the successor to Enercor, which subnmitted
applications to convert CHLs to oil and gas |eases. UGS acted on behalf of the predecessors to ExxonMbil, Questar
Expl oration & Production Conpany and Pioneer Natural Resources USA, Inc. UGS and the three energy conpanies are in a
catfight now over who has rights to | eases, who should pay rental on |eases, etc.

Not es

Ji m Range, | eading sportsman, dies. Janes D. Range, who hel ped forge a
nati onal alliance of hunters, fishernen and other sportsmen that fiercely contested
t he Bush adm nistration’s western oil and gas |easing program has died. Range was
63. Although Range and his allies criticized Bush adm ni stration plans, Range
mai ntai ned a friendship with Bush. A nmenorial service was held January 27 on the
banks of the Potomac River outside Washington, D.C. Range, an attorney by trade and
a character by instinct, was a founding father of the Theodore Roosevelt
Conservation Partnership (TRCP.) It nelded hook and bullet groups with nore
protectioni st conservationists. TRCP under Range forged a kind of third way between
advocates of consunptive uses of the nation’s |ands and advocates of bl anket
protectionism TRCP filed a blizzard of protests and | awsuits agai nst proposed Bush
adm ni stration decisions to authorize oil and gas devel opnent in the Rocki es,
particularly in Womng. 1In his day job Range was a senior policy advisor with the
firm Baker, Donel son, Bearnman, Caldwell and Berkowitz.

TRCP, enviros seek Woning O&G plans review. Before BLM offers nore oil and
gas | eases for sale in sensitive areas of Wom ng sportsnen and environnmentalists
want the bureau to revise resource managenent plans. Mst inmediately an alliance
of sportsnen called the Theodore Roosevelt Conservation Partnership (TRCP) asked BLM
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January 20 to postpone nmuch of an upcom ng February 3 Woning oil and gas | ease sale
until the plans are updated. TRCP said BLMis currently revising sone of the plans
and the bureau should analyze the |latest scientific information before hol ding
sales. “The need to finalize nanagenent plans prior to allowing drilling for oi

and gas shoul d be obvious,” said Dnayne Meadows, a TRCP field representative in
Woning. BLMsays it will offer 173,000 acres for sale; TRCP has protested 88, 000
acres because of alleged conflicts with big gane and sage-grouse habitat. 1In a
separate action environnentalists January 22 asked a federal appeals court to force
BLM to consi der phased | easing of areas with coal bed nethane (CBM potential in the
Powder River Basin. The environnentalists, including the Powder River Basin
Resource Council and the Wom ng Qutdoor Council, |ost a Nov. 26, 2008, decision
fromU S. District Court Judge Al an Johnson. He upheld BLMs EIS that backs up CBM
| easing in the basin. The environnmentalists argue that a federal judge in Mntana
in 2005 ordered the Montana BLM to consider phased devel opnent in the Mntana
portion of the Powder River Basin, so the State of Wom ng should follow suit.

EPA cracki ng down on haze. EPA January 14 issued a “finding of failure” that
may prod 37 states to develop plans to reduce haze over wi |l derness areas and
nati onal parks. Under the Clean Air Act the states were required to subnmt haze
plans to EPA by Dec. 17, 2007. The EPA finding starts a two-year clock: If states
don't develop a plan in that tinme, EPA will step in and wite a Federa
| mpl enentation Plan. I n Cctober environnmental groups filed a lawsuit in the U S
District Court for the District of Colunbia that charged only 14 states have
submtted their plans. The |lawsuit asked the court to order EPA to conply with the
Clean Air Act haze provisions within 60 days. EPA then issued the finding of
failure against 37 states, the District of Colunbia and the U S. Virgin Islands. In
the Clean Air Act Anendnents of 1977 Congress directed EPA to elininate haze over
nati onal parks |arger than 6,000 acres, w | derness areas |arger than 5,000 acres,
nati onal nmenorial parks |arger than 5,000 acres and international parks. Wstern
states in Novenber said they are taking steps to reduce haze over C ass | areas.
The Western Regional Air Partnership said four public | ands states have subnmitted
plans to EPA — Arizona, New Mexico, Utah and Wom ng

Early action possible on climte change. Rep. Henry Waxman (D-Calif.) says he
will attenpt to nove clinate change |egislation through the House Energy Committee
he chairs by the end of May. |If the legislation follows prototype bills froml ast
year, it will authorize the sale of pollution allowances, with sone of the revenue
al l ocated to conservation prograns on the public lands. A lead Senate bill |ast
year woul d have provided billions of dollars to such prograns, including ful
funding for the Land and Water Conservation Fund. Although Waxman didn’t say what
kind of legislation he will pronbte, at an initial commttee hearing January 15 he
hosted the United States Clinate Action Partnership (USCAP), an alliance of nmjor
corporations and environnmental groups. And USCAP endorses clinate change
| egi slati on that woul d produce nany billions of dollars by selling pollution
al  owances. At the hearing Waxman said, “My goal is to pass conprehensive clinate
and energy legislation in the Coomittee before the Menorial Day recess. That is an
anbi ti ous schedule, but it is an achievable one. W cannot afford another year of
delay.” Sen. Barbara Boxer (D-Calif.), the chairnman of the counterpart Senate
Envi ronnent and Public Wrks Conmittee, promised to nove quickly too. “I will
conplete a set of principles for ny new |l egislation the conm ng weeks,” she said.
“Wth the addition of Chairnan Waxman’s announcenent and a new proposal from
America’ s business and environnental |eaders in the U S. dinate Action Partnership,
the witing is on the wall that legislation to conbat global warm ng is coning
soon.” There is one huge obstacle facing conservation spending fromclinmate change
| egi slation — the econony. Obana and Congress nmay worry that a new fee on
pol | utants woul d have a depressive effect on the econony, although Waxnan argues
that an aggressive clinmate change | aw woul d actually stinmulate the econony.

Secure School s pays out $477 million. The Forest Service said this nmonth it
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is distributing $477 mllion to counties around the country under a new Secure Rural
Schools law. The service will distribute an additional $52 mllion to |oca
advisory commttees for work on infrastructure, watersheds and rel ated projects.

The noney is being distributed as a fiscal year 2008 allocation even though we are

now in fiscal 2009. The service says fiscal 2009 noney won't be allocated until
after the fiscal year ends, with paynents likely in Decenber 2009 and January 2010.
The Secure Rural Schools law (PL 110-343 of Oct. 3, 2008) reauthorized the program
for fiscal years 2008, 2009, 2010 and 2011 after a long, difficult political battle.
Renewabl e energy offices ordered. |n one of his |ast actions as Secretary of
Interior, Dirk Kenpthorne directed BLMto establish Renewabl e Energy Coordi nation
Ofices in four western states. The offices will be staffed not only by BLM

officials but also by representatives of other agencies such as the Fish and
Wldlife Service. The offices will be charged with processing quickly devel opnent
permts. The offices in Arizona, California, Nevada and Woning are designed to
hel p BLM neet a Congressi onal goal of 10,000 negawatts of renewabl e energy power
fromthe public lands by 2015. The projects will process applications for

geot hernal , solar, wind and bi omass devel opnent. And they will help process
applications for electrical transm ssion facilities.

Boxscore of Legislation

LEG SLATI ON STATUS COVMENT

Appropriations Interim 2009

HR 2638 (Price) Presi dent Bush signed into | aw I nterimspending | aw extends fiscal 2008
Sept ember 30 as PL 110-329. appropriations levels until March 6.

Appropriations Stinulus

HR 1 (Obey) House approved January 28. Woul d al | ocate sone $4 billion to

S 336 (I nouye) Senat e Appropriations Conmittee federal |and managenent agencies to
Approved January 27. hel p revive the econony.

Omi bus Bill

S 22 (Bi ngaman) Senat e approved January 15. I ncl udes 160+ individual bills, including

Nat i onal
HR 404 (Gijalva)
S 22 (previous item

Hard rock m ning
HR 699 (Rahall)
S 140 (Feinstein)

Grand Canyon wit hdrawal
HR 644 (Gijalva)

Appropriations 2009
No bill nunber yet.

Congr essi onal Budget 2009
H Con Res 312 (Spratt)
S Con Res 70 (Conrad)

ANVR Devel opnent
HR 49 ('Young)

ANVR W | der ness
HR 39 (Markey)

Landscape Conservation System

Grijalva introduced Jan. 9.
I ncluded in omi bus (above.)

Rahal | introduced Jan. 27.
Feinstein introduced Jan. 6.

Gijalva introduced Jan. 22.

House subcommi ttee approved
June 11.

House gave final
Senat e gave final

okay June 5.
okay June 4.

Young introduced January 6.

Mar key i ntroduced January 6.

Li eberman introduced January 14.

NLCS, new national parks.

Woul d give NLCS official designation

by Congress.

Woul d provide nodest increases for nost
park and rec prograns.

Woul d wi t hdraw permanently from uranium
mning 1 mllion acres near G and Canyon.

Feinstein woul d establish a gross
royalty. Rahall would also rewite
much of the 1872 M ning Law.

Woul d increase natural resources spending
but nmostly for Hurricane Katrina.

Woul d aut horize oil and gas devel opnent
inthe 1.4 mllion-acre coastal plain of
ANVR.

Woul d designate 1.4 mllion-acre coastal
as wi | derness.



