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Protection sought for California Owi

EnvironmentaistsaskedtheU.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service on Wednesday
to grant protected status to the Cali-
fornia spotted owl, claming logging
threatens the bird's old-growth forest
habitat. Seven conservation groups,
including the Center for Biological
Diversity and the Sierra Nevada For-
est Protection Campaign, filed the
petitionin Sacramento, requesting that
the spotted owl be listed as endan-
gered under the U.S. Endangered
SpeciesAct.

"We'refiling this petition because the
old-growth forests that the California
spotted owl depends on are at risk,"
said Noah Greenwald, abiologist with
the Center for Biologica Diversty.

Also Wednesday, the Bush adminis-
tration, going against arecommenda:
tion from its own scientists, took an-
other step toward removing the
marbled murrelet from the threatened
species list, which could ultimately
increaselogging in old-growth forests.
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TheFish and Wildlife Service decided
Wednesday that marbled murreletsin
Washington, Oregon and Cdlifornia,
though they continue to decline in
population, should not be considered
for protection.

Themarbled murrelet isarobin-sized
seabird that spends most of itslife at
seq, but flies as much as 50 milesin-
land to lay a single egg in an old-
growth conifer. The Caifornia spot-
ted owl, the bird on the petition, lives
in mature and old-growth forests in
the Sierra Nevada and southern
coastal mountains.

The groups said they decided to file
Wednesday's petition because the
Bush adminigtration atered the Sierra
Nevada Framework, allowing in-
creased logging and removing habitat
protections.

TheFishand Wildlife Service said the
petition would s phon resources away
from the service's efforts to protect

other species. The agency aready
concluded 18 months ago that the
spotted owl did not need protected
satus, citing exiging land- and tim-
ber-management practices.



