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SHADOWROCK

grading and putting utilities
above ground. But Measure C
exempts the Shadowrock from
these reasonable standards, and
others. Measure C allows the
Shadowrock project to be just
another second-rate housing de-
velopment, with no requirement
for a hotel, in spite of the fact that
a hotel with its tax revenues has
been touted as the main selling
point for the project. Measure C
also exempts Shadowrock from
the requirement for a Community
Facilities District, something all
other developments in the City
are required to have. Measure C
does this, in spite of the fact that
the project is far away from exist-
ing fire and police and the project
will create the need for costly
new services. So, as you can see
why we’re saying NO on Meas-
ure C — no on the Shadowrock
development agreement extension
— it’s a Bad Deal for the environ-
ment and a Bad Deal for the City
of Palm Springs.

We urge all Palm Springs
voters to vote NO on Measure C
this November 6, because Meas-
ure C is a Bad Deal any way you
look at it. Please don’t forget to
go to the polls -- your vote could
make the difference.

ot everyone can make a
large gift to protect the environ-
ment during their lifetime, but
you can preserve the environ-
ment for generations to come by
remembering the Sierra Club in
your will.

There are many gift options
available. We can even help you
plan a gift for your local Chap-
ter.

For more information and confi-
dential assistance, contact:

John Calaway
Director, Gift Planning
85 Second Street, 2nd Floor
San Francisco, CA 94105
(800) 932-4270
planned.giving@sierraclub.org

Palmwood Victory!
....... Giant project next to Big Morongo ACEC looks doomed

By Joan Taylor, Conservation Chair, Tahquitz Group

In a stunning victory for conservation in the Coachella Valley and Morongo
Basin desert areas of Chapter, the giant Palmwood project was recently given a
huge setback when Riverside County Local Agency Formation Commission
(“LAFCQO”) reversed its earlier decision, and ended up denying the annexation of
the more than two square mile project into the City of Desert Hot Springs.

The Palmwood site is surrounded by public land near Joshua Tree National
Park as well as — the BLM Big Mo-
rongo Canyon ' Area of Critical En-
vironmental Con- cern (“ACEC”)
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abutting it to the| siTE JOSHUA TREE north. Close to 2,700
homes, over 1 \A NATIONAL PARK | million square feet
of  commercial space, a 400-room
hotel, and two e golf courses are pro-

posed in this sen- G”"’&eﬁ sitive  ecological
area that’s home \ to protected and rare
species including bighorn sheep, bur-
rowing owls, the
mouse, Palm

\ Palm Springs pocket
ground squirrel,

Springs round-tailed

Le Conte’s thrasher,
and loggerhead shrike, as well as rare and endangered plants with extremely lim-
ited distribution. Moreover, most of the Palmwood site lies within areas desig-
nated for conservation in the proposed Coachella Valley Multiple Species Habitat
Conservation Plan (“MSHCP”).

Earlier this year, Sierra Club and the Center for Biological Diversity chal-
lenged the City of Desert Hot Springs’ decision to approve Palmwood. Later, we
also sued LAFCO for approving the annexation of the project area into the City of
Desert Hot Springs. LAFCO then reconsidered its approval, taking into account
information regarding the financial deficiencies of the project as well as the pro-
ject’s grave implications for the Coachella Valley MSHCP. LAFCO wisely re-
versed its prior decision, stating that Palmwood must show consistency with the
MSHCP as well as financial viability if it is to be annexed into Desert Hot
Springs.

What next? The project has been approved by the City, but it remains under
County jurisdiction, so the City’s approval has no effect. Meanwhile, our lawsuit
versus LAFCO is likely to settle, but our suit against the City’s Environmental
Impact Report (“EIR”) will go forward, and the EIR is very vulnerable. Said
Jonathan Evans, Staff Attorney with the Center for Biological Diversity, and the
attorney on the case “This project will destroy vital habitat of some our most en-
dangered species in the Coachella Valley. It should never have been approved.”
At this point, it will probably never be built.

United States Postal Service Form 3526
Statement of Ownership, Management, and Circulation

1. Publication Title Palm and Pine

2. Publication Number 0341-430

3. Filing Date September 17, 2007

4. Issue Frequency Bimonthly

5. Number of Issues Published Annually 6

6. Annual Subscription Price $9.00

7. Complete Mailing Address 4079 Mission Inn Ave.
of Known Office of Publication Riverside CA 92501
Contact Person Ladd Seekins

Telephone 909-888-0161

8. Complete Mailing Address 4079 Mission Inn Ave.
of Headquarters Riverside CA 92501

9. Full Name and Address of Publisher Ladd Seekins

4079 Mission Inn Ave.
Riverside CA 92501
Ralph Salisbury
4079 Mission Inn Ave.
Riverside CA 92501
Ralph Salisbury
4079 Mission Inn Ave.
Riverside CA 92501
Sierra Club
85 2nd St., 2nd Floor
San Francisco CA 94105-3441
None
Has Not Changed During
Preceding 12 Months
Palm and Pine
September 2007

Average No. Copies

Each Issue During

Full Name and Address of Editor

Full Name and Address of Managing Editor

10. Owner

11. Known Security Holders
12. Tax Status:

13. Publication Title:
14. Issue Date for Circulation Data Below
15. Extent and Nature of Circulation No. Copies of Single

Issue Published Nearest

Preceding 12 Months to Filing Date

a. Total Number of Copies 5942 6600
b. Paid and/or Requested Circulation

(1) Paid/Requested Outside County 2581 2533

(2) Paid In-County Subscriptions 2935 2899

(3) Sales Through Dealers 0 0

(4) Other Classes Mailed 0 0
c. Total Paid and/or Requested Circulation 5516 5432
d. Free Distribution by Mail

(1) Outside County 0 0

(2) In-County 0 0

(3) Other Classes Mailed Through USPS 25 25
e. Free Distribution Outside the Mail 125 300
f. Total Free Distribution 150 325
g. Total Distribution 5666 5757
h. Copies not Distributed 276 843
i. Total 5942 6600
j- Percent Paid and/or Requested Circulation 97% 94%

16. Publication of Statement of Ownership: Required. Will be printed in the
November/December 2007 Issue of this publication.

17. Signature: /s/ Ralph Salisbury, Editor
Date: September 17, 2007

Palm and Pine
USPS 341-430
ISSN 1090-9974
A bi-monthly newspaper serving
Riverside and San Bernardino
counties.
Published by the

Sierra Club

San Gorgonio Chapter
4079 Mission Inn Avenue
Riverside, CA 92501-3204

(951) 684-6203
Fax (951) 684-6172
Membership (951) 684-5846
http://sangorgonio.sierraclub.org

The Palm and Pine is published six imes per
year January/February, March/April, May/June,
July/August, Septembr/October and November/
December. Submit all articles to the Editor by
the 5th of the month prior to issue. Preferred
format is electronic mail. The Editor reserves
the right to edit all work for reasons of space,
clarity or libel. If you wish to have your photos or
disks returned, please include a stamped, self-
addressed envelope.  Outings must be
submitted to the appropriate Outings Chair.

Editor

Ralph Salisbury

2995 Floral Ave, Riverside, CA 92507
(951) 686-4141

Fax (951) 686-3559

e-mail: ralphsalisbury@charter.net

Outings Calendar Submissions
Ralph Salisbury

2995 Floral Ave, Riverside, CA 92507
(951) 686-4141

e-mail: ralphsalisbury@charter.net

Webmaster

Ralph Salisbury
ralphsalisbury@charter.net
http://sangorgonio.sierraclub.org

Meetings Calendar Submissions
Ladd Seekins

2218 De Soto St, Grand Temace, CA 92313—5474
(909) 888-0161 Weekdays

(909) 825-4427 Weekends & evenings
e-mail: Igseekins@shcglobal.net

Non-Member Subscriptions ($9.00)
Sierra Club, San Gorgonio Chapter

4079 Mission Inn Ave

Riverside, CA 92501-3204

(Sierra Club members not members of
the San Gorgonio Chapter: Supply Club
membership number.)

Member Change of Address

Sierra Club, Change of Address

PO Box 52968

Boulder, CO 80322-2968

(Be sure to supply Membership number)

The Palm and Pine is published bimonthly.
Periodicals postage paid at Riverside, CA

Membership Information

There is a membership coupon in this
issue. You can also contact the Member-
ship Chair (see Chapter Executive Com-
mittee Directory this issue) or the Sierra
Club office in San Francisco (415) 977-
5663.

POSTMASTER:

Send address changes to:

Palm and Pine

Sierra Club San Gorgonio Chapter
PO Box 53968

Boulder, CO 80322-2968




