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Letters to the Editor

Zoo must remain a cherished part of
Valley's history. This summer | had the
privilege of being aV olunteer Junior Coun-
selor at the Chaffee Zoo. My job was to
help monitor children who took part inthe
zoo campsheld every summer. The camps,
whosetopicschange each week, teach kids
about animal s, conservation and theenvi-
ronmentsin which they live.

It was a great experience for me to work
with the children at the camps, and | also
got to learn from the educators at the zoo
aswell.

Unfortunately, if Measure Z isn't passed, |
won't get to make new memories with my
fellow counselors and with the children,
and learn more about myself while learn-
ing about animals.

Theweeks| worked this summer meant as
much as any vacation trip | took. Know-
ingthat | wasapart of thezoo and helping
with something that has been apart of my
earliest childhood memories was so fan-
tastic that | know | will be coming back
next year to do more volunteer work.

If | were old enough, | would vote "yes"
on Measure Z. How could | not, knowing
that every year thousands of people get
to seetigers up close, stareinto the eyes
of an elephant and now feed a giraffe? |
only hope that the people of Fresno
County canrealizethat our zoo isapart of
the history of the Valley and needs to be
with usfor yearsto come.

Catherine Litten
Agel4
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Clovis East High School
Doitright

| disagree with people who feel the
Chaffee Zoo area would suffer from ex-
pansion. Hasanyone been to Disneyland
lately? There is a right way of doing
things.

Robert Romero
Fresno

'Curesfor theworld'

Asanative Californian and citizen of the
world, | would like to see Proposition 71
(Stem Cell Research and Cures| nitiative)
passon Nov. 2. Our family dealswith de-
bilitating diseases such as diabetes and
multiple sclerosis. We know many others
who deal with these and other ailments
and who could be helped by this re-
search.

Californiahasmany researchfacilitiesand
universities where willing doctors and
scientists are ready to develop cures for
the world. This proposition would make
Cadlifornia the global leader in stem cell
therapies.

Using discarded days-old embryos to
save living people seems so sensible, in-
stead of just throwing away the potential
for cures.

Y es, there is a monetary cost, but every
research project needs funding and with
the bond initiative thereis potential sav-
ings on health care, which costs Califor-

nia and all of us billions. Stem cell re-
search could help reduce some of this
expense and would pay for itself in the
next decade.

Let California step up to the challenge
that the Bush administration feelsis not
important enough. Let's prove to the
world that we are determined to close
the stem cell research funding gap. Vote
"yes" on Proposition 71 so we can seea
brighter future for all of us.

LauraLee Lindegren
Fresno

'Kept inthedark’

Why arewe kept in the dark about what
isgoingonin Irag? Why hasthisadmin-
istration limited information?

This has been one of the most secretive
administrations in our history. Doesn't
this administration owe it to us to keep
usinformed of what isgoing on?Isthis
not part of what we are fighting for to
ensureour freedomsand way of life, and
yet the administration has worked hard
to keep the peoplein the dark?

It acts asif it is not accountable to the
people, and that we do not havea"right”
to know what is going on. It is danger-
ouswhen governmentslimit accountabil-
ity to the people or work to keep citizens
in the dark as this administration has.

We need to stop the partisanship and
stand for what isright. We all as Ameri-
cansand membersof thedemocratic pro-



cess have aright to know what is going
on. If thisisagovernment of the people,
for the people and by the peopl e, thenwe
must ask and receive the information we
seek on Irag.

Ahmad Bahrami
Fresno

‘Terribleprice

| am opposed to our offensive-- inevery
sense-- war inlragbut | esteem our brave
soldiers. | read the California Advocate
for the week ending Aug. 20 and discov-
ered that a child of aco-worker had been
seriously wounded in Iraq in June.

Specialist Chris Wafer was gravely
wounded by mortar fire but, as mortars
continued to fall, he carried afallen com-
rade until help came to assist them both.
How admirable, brave and dutiful, and
how shameful that our government and
mediadownplay theterrible price paid by
failing to report this.

Why have The Bee and local television
and radio ignored thisstory?Isit so that
the sort of patriotswho used influenceto
avoid such duty but condone this war
can sleep without having to think of ca-
sualties?

Kurt Logan
Fresno

'Not just numbers

In response to Jim Davis article"Fresno
garbage proposal tabled,” Sept. 22: For
more than 70 years, our city's waste col-
lectorshaveliterally been doing our dirty
work. They wake up early every morning
and do their duty without complaint. Now
some Fresno City Council members are
threatening their jobs by pursuing the
privatization of aportion of Fresno'strash
collection.

A big part of our council members jobsis
to make tough decisions and there are
few that aretougher thanthis. But | would
liketo remind them that peoplelike Bryan
Lundin and his fellow city workers are

not just numbers on aledger. They have
families and they depend on the income
that they receivefrom the city. When de-
ciding their fate, think about the real im-
pact that it will have on our community
pride. Besides, the city's unemployment
rateis high enough.

Michael Karbassi
Fresno

Windmill dangers

Y our story onwindmills(Sept. 13) wrongly
implied that bird kills by wind turbines at
Altamont Pass areless of aproblem than
at other wind farms. The story read: "the
Altamont Pass turbines ... were respon-
sible for fewer bird deaths than the na-
tional average. ... Still, the Center for Bio-
logical Diversity chargedinalawsuit filed
thisyear that the Altamont Passturbines
kill more than 1,000 birds annually."

The discussion of electrocutions in the
story also implies that they are a greater
problem at Altamont than kills by wind
turbines.

Thisismisleading. Theissueat Altamont
has not been just bird kills, but killing
birdsof prey, especially rare speciessuch
as golden eagles and burrowing owls.
Wind turbine-caused raptor mortality is
greater at Altamont than at any other wind
farmintheworld, based on numerousre-
ports. TheCaliforniaEnergy Commission
recently published the most comprehen-
sivestudy vet, "Developing Methodsto
Reduce Bird Mortality in the Altamont
Pass Wind Resource Area." Based on
extensive surveys over four years, the
study concluded that turbines at
Altamont are killing 1,766 to 4,721 birds
each year, and 881 to 1,300 of those birds

are raptors.

The Center for Biological Diversity filed
suit against the largest wind power com-
panies because the killing of up to 1,300
raptors each year, including up to 116
golden eagles and 380 burrowing owls
annually, is blatantly illegal under state
and federal wildlifelawsand isalevel of
carnage and ecological impact unparal-

leled by any other wind farm in North
America

Jeff Miller

Bay AreaWildlands Coordinator
Center for Biological Diversity
San Francisco

'Autry'snext project’

| know FresnoMayor Alan Autry hasbeen
very busy. After al, hehassinglehandedly
rendered the Fresno City Council moot,
set our family values on the straight and
narrow, cleansed our souls and become
the self-appointed puppet master of that
pesky Fresno Unified School District
board.

He seemsto want to bethought of asthe
mayor of a successful metropolitan city.
If thisis true and he does wish to climb
the political ladder, Mayor Autry's next
project should be something to benefit
everyonewho visitsour county seat. He
should start by resurfacing Fresno'smain
streets.

Well-maintained streets maketraffic move
more smoothly, lessen emissionsand en-
surethat driverswon't constantly be brak-
ing toavoidlosing control onvery rough
roads. Thefreewaysaredandy for north/
south traffic. What we need are some
decent east/west throughways. Shaw
Avenue, withitsrutsand washboards, is
like an old wagon trail throwing vehicles
from sideto side. Belmont Avenueisjust
asbad. And Herndon Avenueisarat maze
of stop-and-go traffic, mostly stop.

Although thiswould not benearly asdra-
matic asacombination prayer meeting and
political rally in front of City Hall, it cer-
tainly wouldimprove Fresno'simage and
makeatrip around Fresno much moreplea-
surablefor residents, touristsand people
from outlying areas.

Jan Fanucchi
Clovis



