
Inquiry Is Opened Into Death of Last Known 
Jaguar in U.S.  

PHOENIX — The federal government 
has opened a criminal investigation 
into the capture and death of the last 
known jaguar in the United States, amid 
accusations that a biologist working for 
the state illegally baited a trap to attract 
the cat.

The 118-pound male jaguar, known as 
Macho B, was captured on Feb. 18 in 
a leg-hold snare placed by the Arizona 
Game and Fish Department in a rugged 
mountainous area southwest of Tucson. 
The animal, which was described in 
field reports as healthy and robust, was 
tranquilized, equipped with a radio-
tracking collar and released from the 
trap. 

The jaguar, which was estimated to 
be 16 years old, was recaptured with 
tranquilizing darts on March 2 after 
wildlife personnel feared that it might be 
in poor health. It was flown by helicopter 
to the Phoenix Zoo, where a veterinarian 
said it had irreversible kidney failure. It 
was euthanized the same day.

Arizona fish and game officials have 
repeatedly maintained that the snare that 
first caught the jaguar had been intended 
for a mountain lion or a black bear. 
Wildlife conservationists had argued 
against using a snare to catch the jaguar 
because of the high risk it posed to the 
animal, especially considering its age.

The department and its oversight 
body, the Arizona Game and Fish 
Commission, “did not authorize or 
condone intentional initial capture of 
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this jaguar,” it said in a statement on 
Thursday.

But a staff member of the Borderland Jaguar 
Detection Project, a group working with the 
department on jaguar conservation, said in 
an e-mail message on Friday that her boss 
— Emil McCain, the biologist working as 
a consultant for the department — in early 
February instructed her to place female 
jaguar scat within six feet of the leg-hold 
trap. The scat had been used several times 
to attract Macho B to come within camera 
range. 

The project member, Janay Brun, said the 
department had hired Mr. McCain to work 
on both a black bear and mountain lion 
study and jaguar conservation efforts. She 
said that Mr. McCain had given her the scat, 
which he obtained from the Phoenix Zoo, 
and that a department employee had been 
present but said nothing when he told her 
to put it next to the trap. 

Mr. McCain would not comment Friday 

on Ms. Brun’s accusations, which first 
appeared Thursday in The Arizona Daily 
Star. In an interview on Thursday night, 
Mr. McCain said criminal investigators 
from the federal Fish and Wildlife 
Service had questioned him. 

A spokesman for the federal agency, 
Jose Viramontes, said Friday that the 
investigation would “look at all aspects 
leading up to the trapping of the animal 
all the way through to the decision to 
euthanize it.” 

Jaguars were present in much of the 
Southwest until the early 20th century. By 
then, they had been nearly exterminated 
after 100 years of hunting, including a 
federal eradication program. 

Jaguars spotted occasionally in the 
United States are thought to be from 
a relatively large population living in 
Sonora, Mexico. 
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Macho B in February. He was the last known jaguar in the country. 


