
10. ENDANGERED SPECIES: Only living wild jaguar in U.S. euthanized weeks after 
accidental capture (03/05/2009) 

Daniel Cusick, E&E reporter 

The United States' only known living jaguar was euthanized by Arizona wildlife regulators this week after it was discovered the 118-
pound cat was suffering from kidney failure. 

It remained unknown whether the 16-year-old male jaguar, named "Macho B," had suffered any acute health effects from a Feb. 18 
accidental capture, after which he was outfitted with a radio collar and re-released into the wild near Tucson. 

Officials said kidney failure is common in older cats. The decision to euthanize was made jointly by the Arizona Game and Fish 
Department, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and veterinarians at the Phoenix Zoo, where Macho B was taken for evaluation. 

Environmentalists said the endangered cat's death should prompt the Fish and 
Wildlife Service to take more aggressive steps to protect the animal's core U.S. 
habitat, which includes much of the U.S.-Mexico border region of Arizona and New 
Mexico. "This is a major setback for the jaguar, particularly given that the border wall 
is making it much harder for jaguars to reoccupy their ancestral homes in the 
southern United States," said Michael Robinson of the Center for Biological 
Diversity. 

In January 2008, FWS said it would not develop a formal recovery plan for the 
jaguar, citing its low number and lack of a breeding population in the United States. 
At the time, the agency's Southwest regional director suggested that conservation 
efforts focus on Mexico and parts of Central and South America, where the jaguar 
has fared better and has more extensive quality habitat (Land Letter, Jan. 24, 2008). 

The decision drew a lawsuit from the center, which has argued the agency's inaction 
is an abrogation of its responsibilities under the Endangered Species Act. Critics 
have also charged that FWS is kowtowing to the Department of Homeland Security, 
which is overseeing construction of a 670-mile-long vehicle and pedestrian security 
fence along the border. The pedestrian barrier, consisting of 15-foot-high metal 
mesh fencing, would be an impediment to jaguar migration across the border, critics 

say. 

Macho B was the oldest jaguar living in the wild and had become something of a celebrity over the last decade as biologists and 
wildlife photographers canvassed southern Arizona to catch a glimpse of the roseate-patterned cat. Three other jaguars have also 
been recorded in the United States since 1996, but none are known to be living now. 

Macho B's plight gained widespread attention last month when he was caught in a snare set by Arizona regulators to trap cougars and 
black bears. By fitting the jaguar with a tracking collar, biologists hoped to learn more about his behaviors and use of the borderland 
habitats, said Gary Hovatter, the game and fish department's deputy director. But they became concerned after the animal's 
movement slowed and he showed signs of weakening, including an abnormal gait and weight loss. 

Steve Spangle, FWS's Arizona field supervisor, said the decision to euthanize Macho B was "a sad, but appropriate course of 
action ... given the hopelessly terminal nature of his condition." Officials said a necropsy will be performed to learn more about the 
jaguar's condition and to possibly provide clues into how long the animal had been sick. 

But Robinson of CBD said, "Macho's legacy should be action to develop a science-based recovery plan and protection of the areas 
they call home to ensure their survival." The group's lawyers will drive home that point when they appear in federal court March 23 to 
argue their case against FWS. 

"An overarching recovery plan would serve as a roadmap for a time when jaguars are far more resilient to the loss of a single animal 
than they are today," he said. 

Macho B, the only known wild jaguar in the United 
States, was euthanized in Arizona after suffering kidney 
failure. The cat was recently radio-collared by biologists 
after being accidently caught in a snare for cougars and 
bears. Photo courtesy of Arizona Game and Fish 
Department. 
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