
The last known jaguar in Arizona 
was euthanized in a zoo after being 
captured in a snare.

The fact of this breathtaking loss to 
the state’s natural heritage cannot 
rest in peace.

The circumstances of the death 
of the jaguar known as Macho B 
are too murky. Federal and state 
investigations should determine if 
the treatment of this animal was 
simply astonishing carelessness or 
a violation of federal law.

Michael Robinson of the Center for 
Biological Diversity says snares 
should not have been set in an 
area frequented by Macho B. 
State wildlife biologists knew the 
danger. 

If accidental, the capture was 
careless.

But what if it wasn’t accidental? A 
researcher says female jaguar scent 
was spread in the area of the snare 
that caught Macho B. Janay Brun, a 
member of the Borderlands Jaguar 
Detection Project, says a Game 
and Fish employee was there and 
knew.

Game and Fish says it “did not 
authorize or condone the intentional 
initial capture of this jaguar,” and 
that it will cooperate with the 
investigation and “take appropriate 

Details behind loss of jaguar must be revealed

Opinion

APRIL 3, 2009

measures if any misconduct is 
revealed,”  says  depar tment 
information offi cer Tom Cadden.

Attorney General Terry Goddard’s 
offi ce and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service are investigating.

Macho B was subsequent ly 
recaptured and quickly euthanized. 
The public was told he had severe 
kidney failure.

But a pathologist at the University 
of Arizona’s Veterinary Diagnostic 
Laboratory suggests he was put 
down too fast. Intravenous hydration 
might have saved him, says the 
UA’s Sharon Dial.

Rep. Raul Grijalva, who has 
asked for the federal investigation, 
wonders what information was 
lost due to the decision to do only 
a limited autopsy on the animal so 
that his skin could be preserved.

Robinson wonders whether the 
treatment of Macho B violated the 
Endangered Species Act.

Investigations should provide 
answers.

The questions themselves show how 
much people care. Those questions 
are the epitaph for a jaguar whose 
life fired our imagination and 
whose death was like blowing out 
a candle.
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The feline is believed by offi cials to be 
Macho B, a jaguar that has been photo-
graphed by trail cameras for about 13 
years.


