
  

Environmental group plans to sue over jaguar capture 

By Bill Coates 

Friday, May 15, 2009 

A Southwest environmental group put the Arizona Game and Fish Department on notice it intends to file a lawsuit over a 
jaguar capture that might have contributed to the animal’s death. 
The Center for Biological Diversity has disputed Game and Fish’s contention that the 15-year-old male jaguar died because it 
was in poor health before capture. The center says independent examinations suggest the stress of capture led to the animal’s 
death. 
In the May 12 notice of intent of sue, the center claims Game and Fish lacked a permit required for capturing the jaguar under 
the Endangered Species Act. The jaguar has been listed as endangered in the United States since 1997. The captured jaguar, 
dubbed Macho B, was the last known jaguar in the United States, though breeding populations exist south of the border. 
Macho B was caught in a Game and Fish leg snare Feb. 18 in a rugged mountain area south of Tucson. The jaguar was 
tranquilized, fitted with a tracking collar and later released, but recaptured when location data showed it was moving slowly 
and possibly in trouble. The large cat was euthanized in Phoenix when a veterinarian decided he was dying from kidney 
failure. 
The center will seek a court order blocking future capture of jaguars, said Michael Robinson, the center’s conservation 
advocate. There could be other jaguars in the United States not yet accounted for, he added. 
“It’s disturbing that Arizona Game and Fish seems committed to doing the exact same thing that resulted in the terrible loss of 
the jaguar, and we’re determined that no more jaguars go through what Mach B went through,” Robinson said. 
Macho B was captured in a snare intended for a mountain lion or a black bear as part of research into the movement of those 
animals. The incidental capture, however, presented the opportunity to fit the jaguar with a tracking collar for research. 
But the center claims Game and Fish did not have documents to back up assertions that it had an “incidental-taking permit” as 
required by the Endangered Species Act. 
The act requires a 60-day notice before a party can file suit in federal court. 
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is investigating the circumstances that led to Macho B’s death. In March, a federal court in 
Tucson said Fish and Wildlife failed to justify its refusal to draw up a recovery plan for jaguars and designate critical habitat as 
required by the ESA. 
The court ordered the agency to review its plans for jaguar protection and return in January.  
Meanwhile, Game and Fish issued a statement saying the center should have waited for the results of the Fish and Wildlife 
investigation, which is looking into the same violations alleged in the notice, the statement said. Game and Fish officials said 
the center asked for the investigation in the first place.  
The agency is cooperating with the investigation, officials said. 
“In the event the investigation or our ongoing review reveals any inappropriate conduct or actions, the Arizona Game and fish 
Commission and Department will take appropriate measures,” according to the statement.

5/15/2009http://www.azcapitoltimes.com/printable.cfm?ID=11190


