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from kidney failure. 
euthanized after officials said it suffered 
jaguar that later was recaptured and 
for an investigation of the capture of a 
Arizona Game and Fish Department called 
immediately disclose, the director of the 
Citing “new information” that he couldn't 

 
Attorney General's Office would step in. 
Game and Fish announced that the state 
probe and urged a federal investigation, 
the department's plan to conduct its own 
After an Arizona congressman questioned 

 
circumstances of the jaguar's initial capture.  
information it had received about the 
department would investigate the validity of 
and Fish Director Larry Voyles said the 
In a news release issued late Tuesday, Game 

conduct its own investigation. 
which oversees endangered species, would 
adding that the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 
Office had agreed to conduct the probe and 
Wednesday saying the Attorney General's 
Game and Fish issued a news release late 
until officials complete the investigation. 
the department couldn't provide any details 
Bob Miles, a Game and Fish spokesman, said 

tracking collar on the jaguar and released it.
and mountain lions. They put a satellite-
stepped into a snare set for a study of bears 
southwest of Tucson when the creature 
the jaguar unintentionally Feb. 18 in an area 
Game and Fish has said officials captured 

officials said.
the oldest jaguar ever found in the wild, 
United States. At 15 or 16 years old, it was 
It was the first jaguar ever captured in the 

weight and had an abnormal gait.
after a visual check showed that it had lost 
showed that it wasn't moving normally and 
the jaguar March 2 after the tracking collar 
Game and Fish said that officials recaptured 

suffering from extreme kidney failure.
cat after veterinarians diagnosed it as 
officials said they decided to euthanize the 
Zoo for treatment. State and federal wildlife 
The jaguar was transported to the Phoenix 

have indicated dehydration.
decision to euthanize the creature, could 
that a blood test, which was used in the 
didn't point to chronic kidney failure and 
Star that tissue samples from the jaguar 
pathologist said in Sunday's Arizona Daily 
A University of Arizona veterinary 

Laboratory, didn't return a phone call 
the school's Veterinary Diagnostic 
The pathologist, Sharon Dial, an employee of 



  

 
analysis, is a private client. 
because the zoo, for which it conducted the 
lab officials couldn't comment on the case 
pathologist, told Cronkite News Service that 
Wednesday. Jennifer Johnson, another 

 
complete accounting of capture methods.” 
information that may suggest a less-than-
own investigation. The letter refers to “recent 
Service, urging the agency to conduct its 
acting director of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
sent a letter Wednesday to Rowan W. Gould, 
district includes much of southern Arizona, 
U.S. Rep. Raul Grijalva, D-Ariz., whose 

 
state or its contractors to capture the jaguar. 
the protocol that would be required for the 
capture and collar a jaguar.” It also asks for 
was intent or evidence to suggest intent to 
unintentionally undertaken or whether there 
jaguar's capture “was legally and 
investigate, among other things, whether the 
Grijalva's letter asks the agency to 

 
constituents had raised concerns. 
jaguar was captured, though she said 
congressman's questions about how the 
said she had no further information on the 
Natalie Luna, a spokeswoman for Grijalva, 

 
investigations. 
said the department would cooperate with all 
comment on the concerns Grijalva raised but 
Miles, the Game and Fish spokesman, had no 

request for an investigation.
opportunity to fully consider Grijalva's 
the day, he said the agency hadn't had an 
message left Wednesday evening. Earlier in 
Wildlife spokesman, didn't return a telephone 
Jeff Humphrey, a Phoenix-based Fish and 

business hours.
return a telephone message left after 
Attorney General's Office, didn't immediately 
Anne Hilby, a spokeswoman for the state 

criteria.
jaguars, saying the agency relied on faulty 
critical habitat and a recovery plan for 
to review its decision against establishing 
Tucson ordered the Fish and Wildlife Service 
On Tuesday, U.S. District Judge John Roll in 

of Wildlife filed the lawsuit. 
Diversity and the national group Defenders 
The Tucson-based Center for Biological 


