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Group offers trek into jaguar country
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RUBY, Ariz. — In an effort to further education about the elusive jaguar, the Center for Biological Diversity is
hosting a field trip into the heart of the big cat's land. 

Beginning Friday and continuing through Saturday, a special trip to southern Arizona, near the ghost town of
Ruby, will take participants on a tour of an area where the jaguar has been captured on film. 

The center's Tucson office will pair up with Michael Robinson out of the Pinos Altos Center for Biological
Diversity for the presentation. 

"This is educational," Robinson said. 

He said the center pushed the United States Fish and Wildlife service to put the jaguar on the endangered
species list in 1997, since then, however little has been done to conserve the species in the southern part of
the United States. 

"Jaguars used to live throughout the southern tier of United States," Robinson said. "Jaguars lived from
California to the Appalachians and all across New Mexico. They were in the Grand Canyon, the grass lands of
Texas and Florida as well." 

Robinson said accounts of jaguars in the North American continent date back to the 1540s with the Coronado
expedition. Coronado recounted seeing lions and tigers somewhere along the Gila. 

Robinson said it is presumed that Coronado was referring to jaguars when he called them tigers. 

More recently biologists and college professors have reported sightings of large cats fitting the description of
jaguars in the Black Range in 1990 and in the Burro Mountains south of Silver City in 1998. 

The trek will include a night camping under the stars and hikes through riparian canyons where jaguars have
been captured on film. 

Greta Anderson, trip coordinator
with

the Center for Biological Diversity office in Tucson, said the trip is part of the center's long-term assessment
and review of endangered species in the state. 

She said the trip will include specialists from Brazil and other parts of the North and South American continent
who have specialized in working with the big cats. 

"We'll discuss the current science and policy regarding this elusive cat and enjoy the late summer,
post-monsoon glory of the proposed Tumacacori Highlands Wilderness," she said. 

Ruby, Arizona, is south of Arivaca, Arizona, in the Coronado National Forest. It is about 1.5 to 2 hours from
Tucson. The road to Ruby is navigable from either Nogales or Arivaca with a tough two-wheel drive vehicle and
cautious driving. The cost to stay overnight on Friday is $5 per person. 

There are two clean lakes at Ruby and the abundance of water means that you will want to bring a bathing
suit, a tent and some bug spray. You will also need to bring your own food and water for two days, as well as
the usual camping gear, hat, sunscreen, snacks, binoculars. There are primitive outhouses on the premises. 

Space is limited for the trek and those interested may contact Anderson at (520) 623-5252 ext. 314 or by
e-mail at ganderson@biologicaldiversity.org.Group offers trek into jaguar country


